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Xhe company of SenGci^c contributed 
to diflipate the gloom that had begun to 
prevail at the parfonage, and which would 
otherwife have increafed on the depar« 
ture of the lads. Charles's difpofidon 
was not of that lively charafter that per- 
petually feeks and promotes an inceflant 
Sow of gaiety, and if it fail of intenfe- 
. . voLt IV. » . nefs. 



4 AUBREY. 

iiefs, finks into ennui ; but was mildly 
and uniformly cheerful. He was neither 
Joquacious ^nj^r ifici^m: iie feldom 
laughed, but very often fmiled. He was 
not fond of admiratiDo, but was charmed 
with affeftioh. His chief objefts were 
€0 give ^kzfjirtf midito jxievcnt pain. 
When his drawings or paintings were 
prfltfed^ll gj^^him^Eiilirely redfttioaifsibut 
ptd^aWcd %iot^a^lfeg!eff)aAHDf ^WBtkyj 
liiseittci!»n*Ms*''deirg!ii to W«ati«g tic- 
light, "riis' heart *^SH^^^\ihe rd}l'^6f ^hc 
focial paflions: if ever there Wa$"6ne 
completely devoid of the fclfifli priacU 
^ple, it was* tharles^'Senfitlve's. ' Iii^^* 
peiliiig the. gloom g^^ tie 

arrived, Jie had *iid iid'Tfotn mirth •/ an 
cvc-n tenour of friendly talk, cAjbymeht 
of mufic, admiration oflthc ftertcS ^roond 
Mariton, 'the'difplay of'tiispdrffoltos, 
in which there was (iver'fbmethlng new 
CO be found, and the'Ikdfchcs he tiHAc 

of 



AtJ.B«it.£jr* a^ 

of the ftrikingpcuntstbuprefcfttod tfacm- 
licWcs in his. Jfalks>.eiigi|gcd.4ii$l grauficd 
Jiis frjcnds^.md Arthttrina wry fooo re- 
havered that ^igbdineis that diffiifed.a 

Sfirit o( fplttf ^berev^r fli^ jT^as* 

£aiily ftontioiied to thipk of j^mund : 
-4ie svas , conyinctd thgt he :loved her, 

ixucvhe^^ not faid a wQrd jip entide.hcr 
.fpxm^de^r; blip a$ |icr Joijcn ^r#«jni 

fcclinfif,i,hapr«W» vyv? Rftt in a fettled 

ftatc^^ fte twa^i^frajd Ao tirjifthcr hffjtftio 

^her/OjKvn qis^%g9gi€intj and . ihe refolTed 

'V> lay U (^ti ^ i Itf r . .xiiQii^''* iA.ccped« 

;Mgly fee itoakan Qpportvpipy.wjien Ar- 
tbuwnaiWI^copyipg zls^qs^jse^v^dtr 

. fhedU^aion of Sci^myejjtp.ftroll round 
the ^ar^n »ith Mjfs. Aubrey^ ..with 

.whoin>.when^hey got ji^rthe fumaier- 
boufei.fte .eatered into the :follQving 
CQQSiecrtfian ;^.f^ Manuna ! flid any thing 
f Suocoaunon iflrike .you in Edmund's 
<^ Buaner V'rr4\ .No, my dear Emily, 

12 *' Nothing. 



4 A^JBRE-Y. 

^^ nothiog. Did my diing ftrlke youi*^ 
£tn3y turned her head and looked in' 
Mrs* Aubrey's face Co lee if flie expelled 
^bat Ihc wifhed to lay—** You know^** 
replied fhet '**•! always tell you what J 
'< think, right or wrong. £dmund is 
" very amiable ; is n't he. Mamma ?**-;• 
«* He is indeed, my love :" replied her 
mother* '^ I am afraid I am gjoing to 
/*' be very foolilh;" laid Emily, "but 
*« pray don't laugh at me. I thought he 
^'looked at me and behaved to tne in a 
*^*« way I never obfcrved in any body be« 
' "^^ jbre i and it ran fo much in my mind, 
** that I could not be eafy till I told you/' 
— « My fwect girl!" faid Mrs. Aubrey, 
'^ how charming is this franknefs of 
^^ mind ! how happy does it make me 
'* to fee the pure afFedion and friend- 
** (hip I pofTefs in your heart talcing 
^ ftronger and ftrongcr root. Let us 
*^ go into the fummer-houfe and fie 

" down«— 
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^^ dowfi'-^What you have (aidj and the 
♦* purity of your (entlments, call upon 
•* me to be as ingrnuous with you as 
« you arc with me/' 

Having icaced thealfelve^ Mrs. A»« 
'brey continued thus : ^ I need not (rU 
'* you^ my dear Eittily,i thac the firft ob- 
jt& of my heart and ^f your fiahirr's is 
the happincft of out cbSdrcn : you 
«* obicrve ir^ my hve^ fn all we do ami 
iay. You are arrived ac a period pf 
life when^ if you are m>c put upon youc 
guardr you may be OMsipeAodiy ity- 
♦* volved inmifery/'— ** My dear lkiaa>- 
maj" faid £mily> '* I know what yon 
-*^ mean, and I am upon my gu»id % ioK 
>< deed I ani : and it is because I wmM 
<* not be off* my guard chat I fpcak eo yau 
" noww** — '« You cannot but know/' 
continued her mother, << that I allude to 
the paffion of love, and to marriage. 
Love J like ether pafilons, my dear 

» 3 " Emily, 
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< AUBKEY. 

" Emily, is a (burcc of happincfs or 
" mifery, as it is fwaycd by good fcnfc 
" or by folly. Nature, in prohibiting 
*' our fcx to court the other> fairly and 
*^ kindly gives us time to call on out Un- 
^^ derftanding to aflift us in our condudh 
*' Knowing that wc are to wait.to be ad- 
*' dreflcd, nature equally didates the 
" complete referve of our hearr> till w^ 
«^ are certain thu we are the objcd Of 
" love. Few vi omen, that arc worthy 
" of being loved, are inattcftuveto thfe 
•« didate, and c^nfequcntly there arc feW 
" who may not^ if they pleafe, weigh thfe 
*^ confequences of engaging dieiV hearth 
" before they yield to lovc^ It is, hovK 
^^ ever^ intfome cafes not fo eafy as in 
." others, whicli is the reafon that fotMiiy 
*f imprudent matches are formed 5 for we 
«* are too. much- inclined to think we have 
" fufficiently complied with the law of 
<^ our nacufe if w^ are not the firft to 

" love : 
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•' fUlt. bcr r^fpn i^l^ ^^ffv aJ\)on of h^ 
'♦Jifc^ will no;, ha prompt irtyjcldiflg !k5 
•^ hc^rt ta;tiie. f^rft ov^rfuf^^^ QCa^paffiofl 
**-WhicI> fbq i^.ajvare is C3,in3kc»fp,im7 
*Vpprt3[nt*a changf. in h£r.ficuatJ9n, r^nJ 

«' l€ft^?iisl|af|p rjfindqr a; mjirxipge h4l>-i))> 
^*^ w«ye, goa4ff|pfett8po4: l)Ma)our, anci 

*« alTi as^. i^jl^jjRf^yiB dfi l9yc>,l|is. will 
**- af«Ctt|ito tlw^ fpandacioaa . qf happi- 
•f:«^, IwfW© flw pl*<;c? hfir affeaions 
*^ oa Sif^jr nwhi bfifore. fljc encourages 
%any loycr, .\^m X^^i^ 9^ fH^h a 
♦? gkl as,i|jy;Etoa)r. Yq^ l^avfi I know* 
<n capdfstinQL Cq^rcJ: Spicn^r i but, yo« 
^SfM^li I sm f^ie»^ Qi^fxiiiie. whetbef.hft 
V |»)ffi#gfc thel^ iadifp^qi^ble guaiitifg 
V;«r nor/W5j^ai; Mav[\tfi?^^:r qjcid 

EftwJy,. ?* « doiesao^ tfqmm 9^^^9mi^*'' 
^sm-h^QiM bf UjsiiQiyi^ thf cafe wiA 

K 4 *^ Edmund, 



S AUBREY. 

'' Edmundj you would^ I am confident^ 
•* no Icfs attend to thofc points/'—** To 
^f be furc — " faid Emily—** but he is fa 
" different from Col. Spicer \ poor fcl- 
*' low t he only wants a fortune t o - ^ ** 
Mrs. Aubrey perceiving the bias of 
Emily "s mindj interrupted her (peecb^ 
and proceeded thus: ** Without taking 
<* anyparticularperfon into confideration^ 
'* I will fetze this occaHoni Emily, to tell 
** you freely my mind, andl know I (peak 
** your father's fendmcnts. There can 
*' be no doubt (hat a virtuous love, con* 
** firmed by a prudent marriage^ is the 
^ fource of great feHcity : but^ as in the 
*' cafe of other dcfirable objefts^ wc muft 
'* confider well whether it be attainable 
** before we fuffcr ourfelves to defire it; 
** for vain wi(hes arc the marks of a 
** weak mind. There are feveral very 
** ftrong reafons that lead me to stdriCt 
*^ you and Arthurina, as you grow older, 

"to 



V 



AUBREY. f 

** to regard marriage rather as a dan« 



■4t 



gerous trial, than as a certain means of 
happiaefs : in the firft place> let a man 
^* be ever fb worthy and amiable, it 
^ will not be fufficient without compe« 
** cence ; in the next, if he be affluent, 
** no affluence will be fufficient without 
^' worth and amiable qualities; and in the 
** thirci, which comes mod home to your 
'* owjy cafe, where fortune is all on ont 
*^ fide; a foundation is laid to embitter 
** the marriage ftatc : I do not fpeak 
" from pcrfonal experience i there arc 
**few men with fuch a heart as your 
«* father's. The lofs of his fortune has 
•' put it out of his power to portion you 
« or your fitter— '* — " Thank God !'* 
cried Emily, *• nobody will court us far 
** our fortunes*" — " Whenever it (hall 
*' pleafe God that he fhould fucceed to 
** the Reftory,*' continued Mrs. Aubrey, 
^^ it is his intention to fund annually a 

B 5 " part 



to AUDREY- 

^ part of iiis incem($ fori tike ^u^oftjarf 
^ ftiakhig a povifim for y^u Md At^ 
«« (ht^iiil^) >bi2t^ Id lie will }ime^49&t^ 
^' Mifli you^ broAbf^ mi AfilHir-Wtl- 
^ Uma, it is nm iBD be fislppitied «hftt4iii)r 
'^ ihing «^tilidcral>k caate eoltefte^far 
*« man)^ ^fieiacs s tlicreftMe> my (}^r girl, 
*< I eameftly adirife y.<iu -^6 Cdtifider « 
^' happy marikge «s out df cbe i&Btk of 
**< the pbrtiM ^'ftltdcy ?fflocced tofoutn 
<^ this -^(Ald) and ito coniinw ^eur^c^oy^ 
'^^erit ^f ttidfeubfrnircts Provkknce 
«*^has i«lefdl(lUy r^ferved fcr m.*^^ 
^*BcKcvc we, ^iny^dcaf Mamma/* feid 
Emiljr, *' I would 4M)£ leave jota and 
** l^pa, to tnarfy a fcing. I dofiit cart 
•* -tft all -aboiat marriage j «nid, in (peak*- 
** ihg to ydii about Edfnund, 1 never 
*' ttiought bf -marfiage ; bfiK 1 own to 
*• you I ^hOttght ihwe was 'fomcthing 
" odd itji -his d^riduftTo ine : fac^ffirfl he 
«« wa^ fo fociftbte ^h& fo ifriendly with 

" me. 
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'' ibon afterwards he xiiever fpoke to xpc. 
*5, except in cpmpan^i and when he 
fUopked at nie# it was not, ia his ufual 
" «?.^ way.. In %rtj, Nf aiji^i. It^.f ^ 

*•' m ^H ^^ ^^""d, m^ .^i4 ?^" SBS,y 

«* whatever, comes into my mind I al- 
*« ways alk ygur opinion upon it. He 

- *• .4^£* '??^ ^'^P.^^ !^.^?i^ ^^7 thoughts 

'* fp thatxhere is^o barm. — *^ My dear 

/* E^ily," faid Mfs. AubJ-^y*. " XP?/ 
" candour charins me. 1 (hoiild not be 

n^'s .^od '{enfp .^!i^^way him 9p 
'.•I^e occafion: hi >|rj|| ^^atpij^c .l^^s 
,♦,' heart, he will, ^pcrj^jye JtlfC ejrror qf 
*i indulging any a/F<(^9 Joj ypii b^ 

b6 "know. 






12 AUBREY. 

•* know^ from Mr, Cowpcr's hiftory of 
" himfelf, and the Smyths, that Edmund 
'•* has no profpcft, but from his own in- 
'< duflry s and that he has to affift his 
", uncle. in fuppordnghis mother and (if- 
« tcr.'*— *f I knowit> Mamma j and I am 
y furc he has too good a ^hcart to think 
•• of marrying: but I hope he will con* 
" tiniic to love me as a ififtcr, for I have a 
«* very great efteem for him ; and Arthur 
^' and Arthurina too have both the great- 
•^ eft efteem for him/'—" We all love 
" him," faid Mrs. Aubrey, " and there 
/* can be no doubt that the friendftiip we 
*•' have formed with him and his uncle 
^' will be laftingi but I am more and 
"more convinced, from the frefh in- 
'* ftance of candour my Emily has now 
*'giv^n me, that (he will continue to 
" examine all her thoughts, and guard 
" her heart againft any prepoflcllion that 
'^ could poflibly tend to embarrafs her 

* way 
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^< way through life» and coniequently to 
'• afflift her family/'-— « Never, never/' 
cried £mtly» ^ never will I knowingly 
*< give you any pain : and all the happU 
*^ neis I defire in this world is to fee you 
*^ and papa happy, and to pafs the reft of 
f ^ my life juft as I have done fince we 
^« canne. to Mariton/' Mrs. Au^^^y 
here put an end to the fubjcft by em« 
bracing £mily> and faying chat fhe fek 
the bkfllng of having fuch a daughter. 
Emily was no lefs fenfible of the bleffing 
of fuch a mother i flie felt delighted and 
eafy in having opened her mind to her ; 
and (he was confirmed in the perfuafion 
ihe had long cheriihed> that (he was for* 
cunate in the choice of fuch a confidame, 
who was equally removed from the har(h* 
nefs of arbitrary controul, and the weak 
complaiiknce of indifcriminate concur-* 
rence. 

Mrs. Aubrey and Emily now coa^ 
their walkj and, after examining 

the 



rpom, whrre^iey ^W[vk Ankiim^ #di 
vancing in her wi}fki SwQi»fft jlffolyiig 

«ver hef, and Aubrey JBlf^Mie ai fhfi^sie 
table. ArthuKUui hadoarfy ctifcevefoda 
4tirn for drawings h/tx tfp wafl^jqft, and 
the le(K)ns fht had cakea froi|i 4i niafter 
had drawn fotth her iaft€« Srafifitv^ was 
delighted at die iiDpcavemtnt ^e oi»- 
ftrv^ in hejr talonc, and. undercook 40 
<tead|| her to paix)i in ^. l|e d&i. ga«ic 
Arrfmr-Vi^ltifltti fane kfioMtadrj^wiBg, 
on finding m had a tafo for ii. Vimt 
'nev^erhwig lefa hwvf jipea liicir liandai. 
^Emify^ %viDg fetie ved bep mind %*iier 
coftfideneein hts iBod^er^ rtCGVtu^ iter 
ffiaaural crheerfutneft^ the family vifsttdj 
•and faml>t6d aa >u&id« la psek wattes 
^etrfitiv^ fapplkd cbe ^aeexf Archiiib 
and, with Ihe 4yc <0f an artift, oaugi)t.and 
pointed out new beauties of pidlucafqi^ 
-h€Mfy. T'^e f\MmUff ^ tha joaftle 
iwaa a fevourile ^ftiddy ^viih 'faiiii> aad he 

(kctched 



Sketched the various ftriking views ic 
prefcnted. The day after Arthur and 
Edmund left Mariton, Aubrey's cele* 
braced Raphael arrived; and, by an 
unanimous vote^ Jzcdk/s iirHe was dc* 
creed Cp, be hu|i|;.ovcr tljc chiaincj:,vp thg 

4^brpgr P«r upwiy- mAm ^msm^- 

point : he had received and afifMOpriated 
the money for Elton's check; and^ 
Ittfff^'feen the MadiMa ^adfeed up be^ 
<f^ 'he 4efr tiMd^nj Ordered it 19 he 
4km4ift« liimi(UiSMaiittiii:bf ikcmiggBm. 
"ifi^mn ^apcd -nAiew »it;w<»fldrto.aMi: 
fscti, asa token^llbc»aKqF'And frietid* 
ftip. T:%e pthfting *ftlf was good, taiid 
Aubrey deelated and ftk ^hfa« 4ie now 
valued 4t a {Hoi^ffend times ^more >ihan if 
it ircW a real HaphteJ* 
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CHAPTER XXXVIIL 

TbiPalnofConaalmiHt* Arthur and EdmnneTF 
lingular JidOinturt at a niired Cottage^ TBe 
Fleafuri $f Frndom from Difguifi*^ The 
Friends in cbate of a Biauty. Sequtl of their 
Adventure^ 

The diftanee to Warwick thj-ough 
Loughboifough and Leicefter w^ much 
the fame- as that by A0iby de la Zouch 
and Atherfton ; and Arthur, on leaving 
Mariior^ took the latter road. For 
fome time Edmiund was abforbed * m 
thought ; the happinefs he had enjoy od 
diTiong the Aubreysj, the new emotions 
excited by £mily9. the neceffity of fub- 
duingthem^ the pain of parting, and the 
long farewell he had taken, opprefled his 
heart. To his friend's recurring queftion 

of 
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of « How arc you Edmund ?*' he an- 
fwcrcd no more than, ** Oh ! very well, 
thank you:'' and relapfed into filencct 
which was not noticed by Arthur, whofe 
mind was equally occupied by his own 
fecret, till Edmund, after repeated efforts 
10 fmother his feelings» put hb handker- 
chief to his eyes and gave way to a 
ihower of tears. When the violehce of 
this emotion fubfided, Arthur aiked hint 
what WIS the matter ;^ to which he re« 
pUedy. With qiorei truth tham candour, 
that he was overcome by reflcaing oi> 
the happy time he had fpent at Mariton, 
on its being pafied, and an the littlo 
profpeft he had of repeating his vifits. 
Arthur joined in regretting the diftance 
at iK4iicbthey lived, and faying he hoped 
notwithftandtng that they Ihould be frew 
quently togethei^, again became thought* 
ful. 

At a little villagej, called Snardon^ 

ftbQUt haTf way between Alhby de la 

Zouch 
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Zovdi ahd!Atherl%!>i^^ an4 near twiTue^ 
milef from; Mapitons Arcbuf to{4w* his 
friend that he had fome ttufinef^r t(| 
tranfaAj which It was neceif^ry forhitn 
to difpacch bef>re they proceededfOo 
their journeys ^nd^ f^opptog at a preti^ 
knC) aiked him to allgbt from the gig 
and wallcAwith him^ They both got put^ 
and itardaur defired their atHtAdan^ tq g(| 
and refbtlh tint, boMtft at the^ villa^ ijlgi 
Walking down: th«h law, ii#thj» ^> 
V My dear £daiuiid> I am Viirj^; VBer 
^^ happy ; -and douUy £bf . as I dpiie «si| 
<* tellj even to yoi% the Qsmki of my up-^ 
^* h»ppine(s«. I knQw I Ihouki be eaQc« 
^ if I unburdened my heart to y.QU ^ 
^< and* I wifli to do it more than. I c^ 
<< enpreft, but the fccret bclof^s tfft 
^ another pcrfon- Never* ncve/r will. I 
*« have another fccrct which I may not 
** communicate to you and to my father; 
« but this^ Edmund, is of fuch ar nature 

<^ that 



^ that you would* dcfgifexiie if I were ca^ 
*^ pab]e of divulging it*'' £dmuad bad 
been fo abforbed in oiheriMd|tatiM9» 
that lie did rtoti onoe ihiok of che* corn*- 
milficA be bad roctived fram Aubcejjt 
tthAve to^hiifne*d»' aod^^vcariihc bad 
fbought' oi k^ it waft^ii«ftrJ»i9 mcaao^ta 
e^Cfiiat^ i€ befofse chfiir ar rwal^ai Melfiifdi 
fihi*/|»ck:h'of Aitehuf 's h0^«1^r».QPt only 
Ktfalkdoitf to bit gmd^ but g^vst fiiqhr^ 
epeaiAg; £»r*ici:7tbat bn ^s «Di9pr ta-c^iH 
viMe bJBi' tbaf ; H^ badr a« (fi^fetf w^oft 
he was prevented by the.a(>BffMfafiCC^€ff>a 
man gettiac. oiror a^ ftik <d(}io b)^ t!h|&m» 
«'H*.l Gramr wcd'Ar^u*^ " I w» 
^ .Qomiog^to y^u*. I fijppofe you chpugbt 
" ffM dead at kaft^''---*^ WdJi» fegs I I 
^< didA't know wihtl IQ m^ on'Cy roc 
«< I, Maftcr Rivers';" rejplied- Grant, a 
deceat looking CQg«iAFyin4br« wbo was 
novif landing in tb^ 1^9 iivicb tlw$ two 
/fiends : *^ 1 tboughtj for my part, as 

" how 
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**how you had given up all thoughts of 
♦* of the phct — it'i a fwce t pretty place, 
*' and I moi%ht have ht tt again and 
^ again fin I feed you, for alt it be io pc- 
" tired j and it wan*t but laft Saturday 
** a gentleman corned ater it, whc^ faid 
"be would come again foime time this 
*< week to fee nar if k were difpoftd of/* 
^t^** I am glad of it^ Grant^^ fatd Ar* 
thur^ ^^ for I am come to reil you that 
*< I can^t take it, knd to pay you for the 
*« time you have kept it unlet : come, 
«* let's go back." 

They got over theftile, iolo a foot^h 
which was a (kort cut lo the- farmer's, 
and, climbing up the ftcep fides of two 
fields, came to an eminenee that over-* 
looked a beautilbl tountry: a little way 
down a gradual flopfe ftood a pretty cot- 
tage, almoft concealed by trees and 
iliwbs, and, at a confiderable diftance to 
ihc right, m indifferent form houfe, 

which. 
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^^liich belonged co Grant. They wcAt 

.into the cot{age> which wns handibmely 

;ftimi(bed, and which Edmund fak) was 

one of the neatcil and prettiefl: thiogs he 

.had* <ver fccn. " Well, Grant V' faid 

Arthur, ** what . do I i)we . you ?•'— 

" Oh !*' replied Grant, " but. a trifle, 

*^ Matter Rivers/* This was the fecoiid 

^ time he had called Arthur Riwrs^ and 

Edmund was not a little fuipriftd at tt« 

^< Not fuch a trifle eidier, my good (tU 

*• low,'V cried Arthur: ** fome nine or 

« ten guineas, I fuppofe.*'— " Oh ! blefs 

^' you ! na mafter," anfwered Grant, 

<* not aboon a guinea and a half* The 

•* young lady was here about a week 

*' agone, and paid me up, and bid me 

«< not to lee it to any body elfe yet tiU I 

♦' heard more,*' At mcnrion of the 

* 

young lady Arthur looked af Edmund, 
and their. eyes met. ^< She faid flie 
^^ woold come again in a &w days i and 

« I ha 



<* I ha lacked for her all yeft^pday, and^ 
^^ lo-^ay, and the day b<!fiK€4<'' -On this 
'Arthw pffid^him'tbe gttiMa^aiida half; 
and then fteddlfMBe^time^i^^wndow 
mth 'Edmund) aidiiiiring ihft >£#uacion 
of the . cttt9g€^ iffKl >tlie 'furmrndkig 

xeoufitry. 
'/Flie«bae^Mined aat^oxv rcMod. the 

^^leigfafr^ea^wkkhiket^attagei^Qod -r^Aoi 

^tfica^itc^|i;iw(>alMjiidir«l jeaiKU:frofl\tbe 
^hvm^hmifo. ' Ijo0kiUi^aoimrd6 jtt,i^r^ 

i^oimedichemiovt tq^^{ijgi£mcr« ^f£i!%»i" 

;ArilH]r :^!« ^ qMlfta»e*r<lcmc. Q^nt ! 

^<*iE)^k9tisjqbecsl9ne ? ;lJt>*>|Cr5J§cfy.f)ar- 

«^ tusuIaivtewGass ^not tHi&iiig (ajbftfe«n 

if >by..]itr at;pacfentj!!T-«-<^ Why l^iiw^r 
^« RiMrs;"v4-cplicd iic, c" you. and yoi^r 
«* 'fFiei|d>may iga mashAL do&t ; it is 

•'nat 
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*^'Dbt Mkdy ibe^k>f)en tt$ rnidfto make 
*< furr, you mty' kolt youifttrefi in/'*— 
«' And prayy'my fHend,'' Atd^Sdmupd^ 

ctictt 'ittthur, •« not* to ilk/* Theil 
«(^ftHdmrin^ froM%^'^«iiili»Wj' ^ar 4bey 
mfght not'be 'okfefvajj Artliur loskAl 
frem a^'oomer tXl^kt «Kas}fttty»iatisfiAl 

^ematr rode ^ bj^^'Mr fdef sTAd^hey i|;fe 
^Mended -iiy a *fin^fe0tman. lAmhiir 
madc'^lhe -^faMier>|>roil^ •noc^to ^ya 
«wbfd abmrt Mm ;'artd/^^Aie ^iScitdM 
^y for Che laft ^wtfeky xc^ tike (iieiiiaiief 
-i»iciioutLfenit>Ie. -Hc'^then hitrMtd^iiiwith 
'Cdtntmdtmo the^eMfet^ feMlnig Grant 
^utto fccctyetlicladyi 

^ For fome' time '{he^ik)ed«MkmgJBrith 

the faimer at the gate y ^t leii^h Jhe 

«et!teted *ithe roomj faying^ to h€^call>- 

^jattion ; ^^ IS not it a prcttf Httle^piaoe?*' 

A very 'fwcet place >'* replM ^iht 

gentle- 
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gcntleman» in a voice familiar to Arthur's 
car; ^' I was all over it the day before 
^* yefterday, and a delightful retreat it ia 
" at this time."—" Well, Mr. Grant/' 
faid he to die farmer, ^* as you and the 
^* lady have fettled that you arc at liberty 
** to let it, I agree to take ic for fix 
« weeks ceruin, and I will fend a fcr- 
** vant here to-morrow with my bag- 
^ gage."—** Very wdl. Sir," faid the 
farmer, « it *s ail ready for you." The 
lady then faying that fhe fhould like 
fomc fruit, Grant left the room to go 
and bring her a plate of cherries out of 
the garden. As foon as he was'gone, (he 
put her friend in mind that he had very 
nearly called her Lady Sudlcy, at the 
gate, before Grant j and entreated him, 
as he regarded her reputation, to be 
careful " I will indeed," replied he, 
" and I will always call you by my own 
**name." Arthur was confident that 

he 



AUBREY. t; 

he knew the man who fpokc j but,N;vhat 3 

with the confufion he was in, and his 
furprifc at what he heard, he could not 
recollect his perfon; his fufpcnce, how- 
ever, was foon removed, by Lady Sud- 
ley's calling him by his name : it was no 
other than his friend; his gay, lively, 
agreeable friend Elton, whom he had 
often fccn in her company at Warwick 
and at Allefly > and who had fo charmed 
him that he was very anxious he (hould 
recover the good opinion of Aubrey, 
*« My dear Elton," faid her Lady (hip, 
** though I defpife the world, I do not 
** want to be driven from it j and, as the 
" good people, who are fo called, require 
" only appearances, they ought to be 
« indulged/' — « Your Ladylhip," faid 
Elton, " was not always fo prudent/'— 
«« No more of ihat^ if you love me Hal," 
cried (he, afFcftedly , " I was fo pro- 
<^ ked with the qualms and abfurdities 

VOL. IV. c of 
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*< of the fooli(h lad you allude tOj that I 
" very nearly cxpofcd myfclf to make 
•« fomething of him ; but he was fo ftn- 
" ti mental, and fo godly, and fo unhappy 
*' about my foul, that he tired me to 
"death. I fufpedcd the laft hufFhc 
" took would complete him : it is almoft 
•' two months fince I faw him, and I 
" hope I fhall never fee him any more." 
— «* He has been dangcroufly ill," faid 
Elton. «^ Yes," replied /he, " I heard 
** of his illnefs, but it was only a ftiort 
*' one ; I know he has been riding about 
" the country for a fortnight or three 
«' weeks pad. Indeed I did not want 
*' him near me again ; fo he is a fool if 
" he thinks he mortifies me : believe 
" me, Elton, I never had a grain of a£- 
«' fcdion for him." — " Your Ladyfliip 
" need not be afraid," faid Elton, ** I 
*f have no jcaloufy in my compoficion. 
*' I confcfs I think him a fine youth, 

" and 
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<« and the family altogether are a fine fa- 
*^ mily 5 though, as you obfcrvc of young 
•'Aubrey, a little too fentimental and 
*' eccentric. I pity them for their mif- 
<* fortunes/'—" They are very poor, arc 
« not they?'* faidLady Sudley. « Ohl 
** terribly reduced, poor things ! replied 
he : " how they manage to keep their 
^' heads above water, I can't tell. I do 
«' every thing I can for them. It was 
« but the other day, if you will believe 
«* me, my dear Lady Sudley, that I gave 
<* the father a check on my banker for 
<* three hundred pounds." — " How good 
*« of you ! Elton." " Not at all ; I have 
^'a very great regard for the family, 
" and I mean to do fomcthing more 
** for them, when I get in ail my Uncle 
«* Trevor's outlying money.*' — ^* What 
*« kind of girls are the daughters ?" faid 
Lady Sudley. *« Why really,'' replied 
Elton, " charming young women j ele- 

c 2 gant 
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«' gant and accotnpUfticd. Emily, the 
" elder, is very fcnfiWe ; and Arthurina 
« is a merry little grig/'—" Arthu- 
«' rinaT' cried Lady Sudley: " what a 
" fantaftical name 1 Was not there fome- 
«' thing of an attachment between Mrs. 
«' Aubrey and my brute of a Lord ?"— r 
« Yes," faid Elton, " but I don't rcmem- 
«« bcr the circumftanccs ; I was but a boy 
" at the time fhc married."— " How 
<* old do you take my fqueamifti fpark to 
c* be ?"^««.Not more than twenty, if fo 
/* much." — " I hope his father means to 
<« make parfon of him, he is fit for no- 
** thing elfe in this world j and fomething 
" he mgft do orftarve. I am forry I let 
" him dangle after me fo long. Had 
*» you been more explicit, my dear El- 
*' ton, I ftiould have di/charged him 
" long ago." — ^" I really thought your 
<« Ladyfhip's heart ferioufly engaged." 
— " My heart !" exclaimed Lady Sud- 
ley, 
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Icy, laughing, " engaged fcrloufly ? 
'* with fuch a flint as Arthur Aubrey 1 
'* He has no more notion of the paffion 
*' of love than a broomftick : he is inca- 
** pable of it/'— " If you failed toinfpire 
*' ir, my lovely Emma," faid Elton, 
•* he muft indeed be incapable of ir, 

** Such a face and form as yours " 

Here Grant returned with the fruit, and 
remained m the room till it was ear, 
talking of the cottage, its beauties, its 
conveniences, and the perfons who had 
occupied it i from which it appeared that 
the farmer had never been over fcrupu- 
lous as to the purity of his tenants. El- 
ton again told him to expe£b his fervanc 
y/ith his things the next day; and, the 
agreement being perfedlly underftood, 
went out with Lady Sudley, leaving the 
coaft clear to the two aftoniflied friends, 
wboj hearing the feet of the horfes as they 

c 3 went 
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went from the cottage, came from their 
place of retreat. 

During the converfation that had 
pafled in their hearing, (hey at firft 
looked with aftonifhment at each other^ 
fmiled as it proceeded, and at lafl with 
difficulty rcftraincd themfclves from 
burfting into loud laughter. In this par- 
ticular they made ihemfdves amends 
when honeft Jack Elton and the lovely 
Lady Sudiey were out of hearing. They 
i^ood gazing at each other, and laugh*- 
ing for fome minufes without being able 
to fpeak; and, in this mood, the farmer 
found them, on his return from the gate. 
" Fegs !" cried he, " I ht glad to fee 
" you fo merry ; for I was affrighted 
*^ out on my fenfes for fear you {liould 
*^ ha* burft our, and quarellcd for the 
" lady : {he's a fpunky iafs, Mafter Ri- 
'* vers.*' — " Very much {o, Mafter 
" Grant," faid Arthur, " and I am 
8 " yaftljr 
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" vaflly obliged to her. Was flic ever 
*' here before with that gentleman ?''^ 
" No, never. I never feed her but the 
*' time (he come with you, and once 
** more about eight days fin that flic 
" come, as I told you, and paid me.'*— 
«* Well, farmer,*' faid Arthur, " next 
** time you fee her, inform her where I 
«* was while you were gathering her 
^' cherries i and, if you tell her that I 
** paid the laft week's rent, it will be 
•* a ftrong proof, you know." He 
then turned to Smyth, and cried : 
«' Conie, Edmund ! we'll talk the mat- 
" ter as we go along,*' Bidding the 
farmer good-day, they left the cottage 
laughing. 

" A pretty kind of fccret this of 
" yours, Arthur !" faid Edmund, " as 
'* they proceeded up thd flope which 
" they had walked down : you fee Mr. 
" Elton knows it, though I don't.'*— 

c 4 "My 
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" My dear Edmund/* cried Arthur^ 
" I never felt my heart fo light and fo 
happy as at this moment." — *' What ! 
my friend, at the moment your fccrcc 
is betrayed and your miftrcfs forfakes 
<« you ?"— " Yes s at the moment that 
" my heart is all your own, and that I 
" have got fairly out of the clutches of 
'^ an abandoned woman.*'—" Of a very 
" handfomc one, they fay/'—" Hand- 
** fomc enough) but, thank Heaven f 
" fhc has nothing but perfonal beauty : 
" had (he cnfnared my heart as Ihc fc- 
duccd my fancy, 1 fliould have re- 
mained a wretch, a miferabic wretch, 
*' all my life : but fhc fays very true, 
" flic found my heart flint, untouched 
by the palTion of love. She had nei- 
ther fcnfe nor fentiment to gild vice 
" with i and, inftcad of finding intenfe 
'^ happinefs to be the confequencc, as I 
'^ conceived, of an intcrcourfc with a 

" woman. 
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•* Voman, I found ftiort fits of plcafore 
punifhcd with long intervals of diftafte 
and the rcmorfc of fecrefy. I firft 
*' met this woman at Warwick, where I 
•* danced with her, I was oflF my 
** guard, and (he fuccecdcd in her at- 
'* tempt to inflame my fancy and my 
*^ fenfcs. Shje firft contrived to lee mc 
<^ privately at Warwick, and I aftcr- 

^ wards vificed her at her houfe at Al- 
•* lefley, while, for the fake of appcar- 
** anccs, I lodged at Coventry. I was 
*^, very anxious for her reputation y for, 
*♦ though (he infpired me with no eftcem, 
** I had the vanity to believe that I had 
*' infpired her with the paflion of love. 
♦* I thought' my fclf the caufe ofhcrlapfe 
*« from innocence, and I would not have 
«« betrayed her for my life; on the con- 
*' trary, I felt myfelf bound to confole, 
«* and, if poflTiblc, to reinftate her in her 
" own opinion, and the love of virtue, 

c 5 *« before 
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** before there was ahy danger of her 
*• loflng her famei but, inftead of my 
** gaining ground in this dcfign, my re- 
** folutions always gave way to her 
** trifling, and I difcovered that I ftood 
" no chance in a tecc-i-tete. I wrote 
** her a letter, difguifing my hand, and 
*' figning the fiditious name of Rivers, 
*^ which I had taken in different excur- 
** fions ; to be fure, it might have ferved 
** my father for a part of a fermon, but 
" it was fincere, Edmund; more fin- 
*' cere than effeftual, either as to her or 
•* myfclf. I thought more about her 
" after I fcnt my letter than I had ever 
•* done before : I became more and 
" more anxious to fee her again ; I wqnt, 
*' was laughcd>at, and fubdued. It was 
" during a vifit my family were making 
*' at Lciceftcr, that I took the opportu- 
*• nity of feeing her j it was in that 
" week that I had fuch a ftruggle be- 

" tween 
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*' tv^eeh my fcnfes and tnf tfhcfcrftand- 
^* ing, that I at firft completely yreWcd 
** myfclf to the former, afnd had afcr- 
** wards! nearly become a vlftim to thd 
** emotions produced by the latter. In 
** that week, I I'odc with her to this 
" place, whith was recommended to her 
^* by her confidential maid, a French- 
** woman, who had lived there with her 
«* former miftrefs; and I almoft con- 
** fcnted to its being taken by me, un- 
** dcr the name of Rivers, in order tb 
'' facilitate our meeting, as it is at no 
** very great diftancc from Allcflcy, and 
** little more than an hour's gallop from 
*^ Maritpn. All I did, however, wa^ 
** to tell the man not to let it till he 
" heard again from me. My not im- 
<« mediately clofing with the farmer 
^« oflFended her. She hardly fpoke to 
** me all the way back, but to fay fomc 
« farcaftic and ill-natured thing i and, 

c 6 "at 
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?* al! her own houre^ ihc opened upon 
*' mc with all the fury of a tygrefs. I 
•• fpcnt the whole night in driving to 
'* pacify her, and it was [broad day be- 
** fore I had any fuccefs : at length fhc 
^* moderated, and a reconciliatioji took 
*^ place, on my aflfuring her that I would 
<< take the cottage. I was too much 
^< agitated to think of confcqucnces; I 
*« fpokc unmeaningly J I mounted my 
" horfe without taking either reft or 
«* refrefhment, and . I rode all the way 
«< from Alleflcy to Mariton without 
•' flopping. At home, alone, I formed 
" new rcfolutionsj I detefted myfclffor 
.«* my infincerity to my father: I recol- 
" lefted yoiir uncle's Scraphina to my 
•* own difadvantage, and with horror j 
<< for his father had not been fuch a fa- 
^«< ther to him as mine to me ; his Sera* 
<' phina had underftanding and. talents 
*^ combined with beauty i mine was filly 

" and 
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«* and paffionate. I determined to break 

*• with her. I wrote, tore my letter^ 

5' wrote again, and again dcfiroycd what 

*' I had written 5 and, before I finally dc- 

** termined, a fever, the confcqucncc of 

^ my agitation and imprudent hade in 

5^ the ride home, fcized me r a ftate of 

** delirium enfucd, and my difordcr,. as 

f * you know, had nearly carried me offl 

^* la the courfc of my recovery, my 

'* mind has dwelt with the grcatcft an- 

!' xicty on the fliocking ftate of diffi- 

*' mulation in which I have been living 

5* for fome time paft with my family i 

" with a father, whole pride it i& to have 

" (ubfticutecl in his plan of education 

** love and candour for authority and 

*' rigour j whofc chief objeft is the wel* 

f' fare and happinefs of his children, 

<^ and who, by blending the tendernefs 

<* of a parent with the confidence and 

<^ .amiable qualities of a companion, has 

8 " pro- 
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" produced a friendfliip of a nature 
*• unufually delightful. Oh ! Edmund, 
*' I am unworthy of him !"—.*' My dear 
•^ friend/' cried Edmund, " that fcnti- 
" ment more than reflores the loft por- 
^' tion of worthinefs : you are worthier 
" of him than ever; worthier than if 
** you had never had occafion to exprcfs 
" this feeling. You mufl lofc no time 
*' in opening your heart to him : you 
" can have no compundlion, now that 
•* wc have witneffed a fcene which dif- 
" charges you from all refervc, and rcn- 
«« ders filcnce no longer a pojnt of deli- 
«« cacy.*'— " But how,*' cried Arthur> 
•« how (hall I be able to mention it to 
«c him ?"_« Write to him/' replied 
Edmund, " from Melford -, a letter will 
*• be a lefs painful mode of communica- 
*^ tion to both than a perfonal confeilion. 
« Be aflurcd, Arthur, it will not only 
^« remove your wretchcdncfs on the 

« fubjcft. 
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«^ fubjcdt, but will exalt you in yourfa- 
" theirs opinion, and, if poffible, incrcafc 
** hisrlove.*' — ^^ How fwcet it is," cried 
Arthur, " to have a friend ! What a 
" load is already caft off my mind by 
*^ your participation of this fccrctl Yes, 
*^ I will take your advice, 1 will write ta 
*^ my father fully from Mclford : his 
** pity and encouragement are the only 
*^ things now wanting to complete my 
** happincfs ; for as to forgivcncfs, oh f 
*^ my dear Edmund, he. is incapable of a* 
** fentiment towards his children orv 
*vwhich rhe idea of forgivcnefs could 
«* be founded." 

Edmund was more and more charmed 
^ with his friend, whofe defcription of his 
father in the courfc of this converfation, 
joined with the rccollcflion of what had 
paiTed between Aubrey and bimfeif^ had 
more than once awakened a wi(h that 
nature had been equally propitious to 

him: 



4» AUBREY. 

him: not but that he poiTefTed in his 
uncle all he could defire in a parent; but 
the ftriking contraft between bjs lot and 
Arthur's, in this refpeft, was a painful 
reflexion. To be the fon of a man ca» 
pablc of dcfcrting him, of ilUtreating his 
mother, of deceiving fuch a fpirit as 
his uncle's, weighed upon his heart. A 
tear ft^rted to his eye at Arthur's re- 
mark i he wiped it away, faying, *• How 
*^ fweet muft it be to have a father I 
'^ Oh, God ! how can a man forfake his 
« child!'' 

The keennefs of EtJmund's feelings 
were equalled by the refinement of his 
fentiments. Far from ufing the oppor- 
tunity to inforni his friend of the confi- 
dence Aubrey had placed in him, he felt 
how much more grateful it would be 
both to him and to Arthur that the com- 
munication (hould be made by the latter^ 

before he was apprized of his fecrec 

being 
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being known to the former ; and, ac- 
cordingly, not a word or look cfcapcd 
him, by which his friend might be in- 
duced to fufpect his father privy to his 
ifttercourfc with Lady Sudley, to whofe 
condu(5t and. fcntiments he again ad- 
verted, and congratulated him on the 
fortunate recovery of his liberty. The 
•converfation between her lady/hip and 
£lton returning to their recolledlion, 
Arthur gave the latter credit for fomc 
of his fentiments, and reprobated him 
ibr others; and^ having explained the 
late tranfadion refpeding the check, 
they arrived at Snarefton, laughing. 
. The horfcs being refreftied, they got 
into their gig, and proceeded at a round 
trot towards Athcrfton. " At. this rate," 
faid Edmund, *^ it is not unlikely that I 
^' may be bfcffcd with a fight of our 
." beauty/'-—" That would be awkward 
•* too," cried Arthur, pulling up; " we'll 
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«« go a little flower." — ** I fliould enjoy 
** your paffing the gentleman and lady," 
replied Edmund, " ^^ith a recognizing 
*^ bow/' — *« Shall we give chacc then ?*' 
— *' Do." Arthur on this gave the 
horfe his head, and they went forward 
with great fp^ed j but without the cffedk 
pTopofed. They paffed through Athcr- 
fion, and arrived at Nuneaton, without 
feeing the objedls of their purfuit. While 
they halted here, they faw an Atherfton 
poft-chaifc, the blinds up and the poft-' 
boy mounted, drive rapidly through the 
town i and, about half an hour after, a 
fcrvatit on horfeback, leading two horfes^ 
one of which had a fide-faddlc on. Ar- 
thur immediately recognized Lady Sud- 
ley's bay gelding and Elton's footman, 
whofe appearance with the horfcs made 
It very clear who were in the poft-chaifc. 
The purfuit was now given up as a hope- 
Icfs one, and the friends proceeded more 

gently 
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gently to Coventry, where they intended 
to dine. From the time they left Grant's 
Cottage^ Arthur's fpirits feemed to rife j 
while Ed mund'sy except at the outfct of 
Ihe chacc after Lady Sudley, gradually 
fijnkj till he became fo abfent at times 
that Arthur could not help taking notice 
of it. 

On the road, though they travelled 
at an cafy pace, they overtook Ekon's 
nlan, to whom Artliur fpoke. After 
aflcing how his matter did j— ** Is he 
** married, Frank, fince I faw him ?" 
faid Arthur with a fttiile, looking at 
Lady Sudley's horfe.— •*« Oh ! dear ! no 
** fir,*' anfwcred Frank, prefling his 
lips together. — *^ That fiJe-faddle is a 
^ capital nag ; is it your maftcr*s ?"— 
««No, firs it is the lady's." — '* Oh! 
^ it's the lady's ! What's htr name ?"— 
<« 'Pon my word, fir, I never a(ked." — 
^« And I fhall take ic for granted you 

" don'c 
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" don't know ; but where is your maftcr 
" at prcfcnt ?**—" Why, fir, I can't 
^* cxaftly fay, my maftcr has been fo un- 
^' fettled lately : he is . fometimes ac 
^* Warwick, fometimes at Birmingham^ 
** lafl night he was at Coventry ; and I 
** don't know where he'll be to-night." 
— 5* Well! Frank," faid Arthur, ".give 

V my. compliments to him and to the 
^* Jady th^t belongs to the horfe, and tell 
f' them I wi(h them their health at 

V Snarefton." Having driven on a little 
way, he j^urned to look back, and, feebg 
Frank and his own attendant talkiogt 
did not doubt that he ihould get more 
information at fecond-hand than Frank 
thought it prudent to. give in a direft 

manner. He was not wrong in his con* 
jcdturci and be learned at Coventry* 
from his man, that Lady Sudley, on her 
return from Grant's, had met him com* 
ing from watering the horfcs, had looked 

hard 
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hard at one of them, and alkcd if it were 
4iot Mr. Aubrey's ? had inquired where 
he had been, where he was going, and 
if any one was with him. From Frank 
he had heard, that the lady and gentle- 
man, as foon as they parted with him, 
fct off a gallop to Athcrfton, where, 
leaving their horfes to bair^ they took a 
poft-chaife and proceeded without delay. 
The reafon of the gig's not overtaking 
them was now very clear to Arthur and 
Edmund, who fat down to dinner ex- 
tremely diverted and delighted with the 
adventures of the morning. Towards 
the end of their repaft, the waiter of the 
inn, to whom Arthur was well known^ 
gave him a letter, and faid, that the per- 
fon who brought it waited for an anfwer. 
Acquainted with the writing of the fu- 
perfcription, he laid it on the table and 
finiflied his meal, which he made with 
more appetite and rtli(h than he had 

done 
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done for a long time before* The cloth 
removed, and the waiter withdrawn^ 
he opened the letter^ fcniled^ and read 
aloud what follows : 

** I heard by the mereft chance of 
'^ your being in this part of the country. 
" What can have kept you fo long from 
" me ? I heard of your being well weeks 
*' ago. You know my love for you — 
" do not give me caufc to repent it. I 
*^ fliall exped you at Aljcfl^y to-night. 
«Mf you (hould have been informed of 
^ my being at Grant's cottage, in com- 
*« pany, fufpend your opinion— I wiU 
** explain every thing to your fatisfac- 
*« tion; I was told that you intend go- 
<* ing on towards Gloucefterfliire without 
** (lopping : I cannot, I will not believe 
*' it. In fpite of the quarrel we had the 
•* day before we parted, I will not be- 
** lieve you fo cruel, fo devoid of feel- 

" ing. 
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** ing, and of honour. The quarrels of 
** lovers, you know, fcrvc but to incrcafc 
•* the pJcafures of love. Come as foon 
'^ as it is dark : Juftine (hall fee all ckar> 
" and be ready to receive you as ufual. 
^^ It will be an age to me till we meet. 
" Write to me by the bearer, and do not 
*' fail to tell me that you will come. 
*' My Aubrey, I am fure, will not dif- 
^^ appoint his adoring 

" Emma. 
** Monday, 4 o'clock." 

Arthur and Edmund looked with afto- 
niftimcnt at each other : they were little 
acquainted with the diffiimulation and 
ftratagcnfw of artful women j and at firft, 
inftcad of laughing at this new proof of 
Lady Sudlcy's hypocrify and depravity, 
they exclaimed againft it with horror. 
*« What a (hocking woman !*' cried Ed- 
mund i 
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mund ; '' adding falfehood to falfehood ! 
" heaping crime upon crime !" — «* I 
*' could not have conceived this pofll- 
" ble," exclaimed Arthur, " without 
" fuch conviftion." — *' What will you 
«do?" faid Edmund,—" Why!" re- 
plied he, ** the Iboner we order our 
" horfes and leave Coventry the better." 
— ** Write her word/* faid Edmund, 
*^ that you fhould only tire her to death 
" by your JentimentSy godline/Sy and ^9-. 
" xiety for her Joul ; tharjy^// are only Jit 
" to he a parjon ; i\\2it/he cannot pojjibly 
" think of letting you dangle any longer 
" after her^ ftnce the immaculate Mr. £/- 
" ton has been Jo explicit ; that you are a 
^^Jlint^ and know no more of the faffion 
^^ojlove than a broomjlickj* This far- 
caftic repetition of Lady Sudlcy*s words 
made Arthur laugh, and merriment 
took place of horror. The gig was 

ordered 
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ordered to the door ; and the friends^ 
forgetting her ladyfliip's me(renger» who 
was waiting for an anfweri fet off for 
Warwick. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

T'rue Lwe not eafily fubdued* The Nature of it. 
Difficult to be hpt a Secret. A Scheme ff 
Pleafure. 

All refer ve, all difguife, being banifhed 
from Arthur's heart, he proceeded on 
his journey full of life and fpirits ; while 
a concealed ftruggle agitating Edmund's^ 
depreflfed him in proportion. The for* 
mer talked away, the latter was Hlent 
and abfent. At Warwick they put up 
for the night, intending to fpare their 
horfes as much as poSible ; and here 
Arthur was again fo ftrUck with the al- 
teration of EdtQuod's countenance, and 
manner altogether, that he began to fuf- 
pedl that fomething was preying upon 

his 
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his nvind ; and he refolved CO make him 
difclofe it. 

The conqucft of the paflions and dc- 
(ires with which men are aflfailed^ is ren- 
dered Icfs difficult by early habits; and 
Edmund/ from his infancy^ had been 
taught to oppofe and to conquer : his 
uncle, both by precept and example^ 
had aflTifted him in the regulation of his 
mind^ and no youth ever poBkScd a 
greater degree of felf- command. At 
Melfordy engaged in ftudy, fond of his 
mother and lifter, no objeft of a diffe* 
rent lo\^e to that he felt for them had 
prefented itfelf to his heart, nor had he 
conceived that he fhould everfeelapaf*- 
lion which it would not be eafy for him 
to fubdue. The fight of beauty bad 
been no rarity to him; be had been 
pleafed with k^ he had admired it, but 
the enootion it rai(cd was flight ; he 
dreaded not its impreflion^ and he 

D 2 flattered 
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flattered himfclf that he was mafter over 
the pafTion it ufually infpirtd^ and which 
he underftood to be love. Confident in 
his ftrcngth, he did not difcover his 
danger, till he learned from experience 
that it did not arife from beauty. He 
had formed a friend (liip with Arthur, 
and he wiftied to form one with his fiftcT* 
His attempt to do this unfolded that 
congeniality which gives to beauty its 
unconquerable charm, and lights a flame 
that cannot be extinguilhed. Edmund, 
as has been feen, foon found that he had 
a much feverer ftruggle to make than he 
had Imagined ; his heart had not been 
caprivated through his fcnfcs, but his 
fcnfcs charmed through his heart : it was 
>^not till he was in love with Emily that 
he became fcnfjble of the magic of her 
perfon, and felt that the friendfhip he 
fought had led to love. As it was a 
genuine paflion, rifing from its pure and 

noble 
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ooble fource, the neccflity of fmothering 
ic was hard^ doubly hard on Edmund : 
conformity of mind^ virtue, iiitdlc<5b, 
and beauty combiaed $ nothing was 
wanting to warrant hope, and (lamp du« 
ration, but that affluence which had been 
unaccountably removed from their view, 
on the one (iJe by ihe negligence cf an 
uncle, and on the other by the cruciiy 
of a father. Though the lowed of the 
OcCclTary combinations cither in exciting 
or juftifyingihe padion, ycr, to a mind 
well formed, it was too important to 
be unheeded. Edmund could not re- 
concile to his feelings the thought of in- 
volving the objefk of his love in the 
difficulties and diftreflTes of poverty ; and, 
accordingly, when he dcte£ted, he r 
folved to fubdue his palfion. Flight and 
ab fence, he had read, were the bed 
auxiliaries in fuch a conteft, and he loft 
no time in enlifting them in bis fcrvicc; 

D J but 
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but now he founds the farther he went 
the more powerful the paffion with which 
Emily had infpircd him : even the oc- 
currences of the day, fo important to 
the rrpofc of his beloved friendy could 
> not banilh her from his thoughts for half 
an hour : and he was inclined to doubr 
the truth of his reading. But whether 
true or nor, whether his paOlon (hould 
defy himfcif and his auxiliariesi or out« 
live his youth, he thought his mind equal 
to fupporting it without ni^lefting her. 
His fpirits might fink, his health be ifi« 

jured, his life be undermined, but Emily 
fliould never know that (he was the caufe 
of the melancholy fate that awaited him. 
Such were the thoughts on which he 
-twelled when they arrived at Warwick. 
As they alighted Arthur propofcd to 
him a walk before dark on one of the 
banks of the Avon, in order to take a 

view of the caftle and town. Edmund 

con« 
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confentcd i and they ftrollrd for fome 
time, obferving the fituatioo of War« 
ivick and the furrounding country^ and 
talking on the adventures of the day# 
At length Arthur, anxious tO relieve the 
mind of his friend by drawing it fbrcb^ 
faid to hini^ •* What a difference, my 
^^ dear Edmund, is there between the 
•* ftate of my feelings to-day and yeftcr* 
** day. While my fecrct was pent up 
•• in my own bofom, I was the moft 
^ miferable of beings ; I lamented that 
** the ftrength of my conflkution and 
^* the ikill of my phyfician had fnatched 
*' me from the grave : now that you 

*^ (bare it with me, and that I am able 
•* again to treat my father with un- 
<' bounded confidence^ I am happy be* 
** yond expreffion. There cannot be 
^' a greater punilhment than having a 
<< fecret i than being obliged tx> lock up 
*• one's heart from thofc .we love/'-*- 

D 4 Edmund 
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Edmund fetched a deep figh. " Na^, 
•• give it vent in words, my friend,'^ faid 
Arthur; " why conceal j^^»r fecrct from 
•« mc ?"— « My fecrct V exclaimed Ed* 
mund, turning pale as he fpokc. — ** You 
*• may conceal the Jeer et from me, Ed- 
•• mund, but you cannot conceal from 
•* mc that there is one lying heavy at 
** your heart, and want of curiofity in 
••me would be want of fricndfliip. If 
" any Lady Sndlcy, if any Scraphina" 
— " Oh, no !" cried Edmund, wit|v 
another figh. •—*• Then what is iti 
•• my friend,'* faid Arthur, " that op- 
M preflcs your heart? Nothing but a cri- 
•« minal conduft like mine (hould have 
" power to do it, I know you will be 
^* caficr, Smyth, when you have opened 
•* yourfelf to mc : I have a right to your 
" corifidence, and I fhould not defcrve 
« if I did not claim it."—** I will not 
•* deny," replied Edmund, " that there 

•Ma 
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^ is a weight upon my heart ; and I am 
. ^< fure, my dear Arthur^ that I (hould be 
*' caficr in fomc degree were I to tell 
^^ you the caufe of it : but «-*> what (hall 
•* I fay — ? I cannot tell you Dvhat is 
*^ paQlng in my mind> without injuring 
^' you^ by binding you again to a (ecrccy 
•* from whicJi your whole family mud 
,«* be cxcludec?."— " Stay/* cried Ar- 
thur, *' let me let you to rights there. I 
. ** (hould not hold myfclf bound to dif- 
" clofc to my father any fccrct of yourF, 
'< in which he can have no concern. 
<< Such difclofure makes no part of our ^ 
<^ notions of candour and confidence : 
<< all that relates to myfclf, to him, to the 
«« whole family 5 my fcntiments, my con- 
<< duftj in (hort, all that it imports him 
** to know, are cflential to that open 
" charadcr, that finglcncfs of heart, on 
" w|)ich he juftly lays fo. gic-t a (Ircf?, 
<^ asd which he has taught all his chiU 



if 
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<' drcn to confider as the firft ftep ih 
*' the ladder to Heaven : but do not 
^' imagine that he would require* or 
<^ even be pleafed that I (hould divulge 
*^ a iecret of yours* which no way relates 
•' to him. if ou may> therefore, fafely 
" unbofom yourfclf, and conBde the 
•• caufe of your uneafinefs to your friend^ 
^' who will at kaft affift you in bearing, 
«' if he cannot relieve it.** — " You arc 
** worthy of your father, you are all wof- 
" thy of one another/' cried Edmund'; 
** and I would rather die than interrupt the 
^^ heavenly confidence that reigns among 
" you. You Ihall txcufe this refefve,. 
•* Arthur, this fingle referve j I will 
•' have no other thought to which tnf 
•* heart will not freely admit you/'— 
^* Anfwer me but tbtfc q eftions," faid 
Arthur : ** Docs it implicate the virtue 
** of another ? Have you promifed fe- 
" crccy J"— « Neither > yet you hav6 

•• yourfttf 



*^ yourfclf confirmed the neccflitjr of 
' " keeping this fecrct from you.** 

Edmund was not aware of the extent 
of this reply. ** How can that be ?*' 
feid Arthur, «* unlefs the aflbrance that 
*• I did not confidcr my family as in- 
<* eluded in a confixknce that rehced to 
«^ yourfclf i unlefs — '^ The truth flalhed 
upon his mind ; a complacent fmile fet- 
tled on hu face -, he looked at Edmund 
with the affeftion of a brother t " 'Tii 
•* as I gucfs/* faid he* Smyth txirncd 
pale. ** Edmund, my dear Edmund 1" 
conrinued Arthur, •* there arc now no 
** ftcrcts on either fide* My fitter — **^ 
A fuddcn revulfiontook place in Smyth V 
frame; the blood, which had forfakea 
his face, now rufhed back to it, doubled 
in quannty; and Arthur regarded the 
blufii as a full confirmation. " Yes, 
•* Edmund,** contmued he, ** you arc 
•* in love with Emily ) Confide in me,. 

£) 6 ** my 
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^ fedge of ic confined to ourfelvcs/^-* 
«' You miftake mc" faid Arthur 5 «* my 
** defire to mention it to him arifes from 
*' a hope that the communication might 
*< lead to a refult propitious to your paf- 
*' fion, which I do not fee in lb unhappy 
•* a light as you do. Why fhould not 
** you love Emily ? Why (hould not you 
•^ have her?*'— ^ What V cried Smyth, 
** a poor, defcrted wretch, ignorant of 
*' his* father, who may be yet living for 
•* aught he knows t an intruder, with 
«* his mother and fiftcr, on the pittance 
" of a benevolent uncle f a peafant^ 
*• doomed to till the ground for fub- 
"fiftence?"— " Poh! poh I nonfenfc^ 
•* my dear Edmund/* faid Arthur : " as 
« to worldly diflindions, you are a gcn- 
<< tlcman ; and, as to mental ones, my 
** filler could J^ever have a hufband who 
*« ranks higher : the only thing to be 
*^ confidered is^ how you are to live i 

8 " and> 



^ and, if itiy father and your uncle put 
** their heads together, who knows what 
^ they may ftrike out ?** — ** They 
^ would think me mad, Arthur i it would 
** make them both unhappy. Indeed^ 
^^ ic mvft not be I and then what would 
«« Mifs Aubrey fay i** — " Say I why 
«< that file was the happieft and moft 
•* fortunate of her fex."— " For God's 
*< fake ! my friend," cried Edmund^ 
" don't put mc out of my fenfes.^ To 
** raife hope without probability is tty 
«• lay a foundation for madnefs."— *« E- 
«• roily,'* faid Arthur^ *• will never aft 
^^ imprudently, I am certain; £he will 
** not, like you* fet about falling in love>. 
^* but I am fure fhe has a Ytry great re« 
** gard for you ;. and, if my father were 
** to tell her that you could fupport a fa* 
^^ mily happily, my life for it fhe would 
*« be yours in preference to the richeft 
«« man in England.'^.— ** Spare me 1 

•* (pare 
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'* fparc mc ! my dear friend-: . if you 
*' give me fuch an idea, you will render 
** it impofTible for me to fupprcfs hope j 
' " and what will become ofmc then ?"«— 
,** Let me have the management of this," 
faid Arthur; " Til not mention it to my 
>* father without founding him ; and, if 
** prudence prcfs you to give up Emily 
** as a miftrefs, I know you will aft like 
•' yourfcK, and look upon her a^ a fifttr: 
** but, as for my part, I declare I don't de- 
•* f{ air of calling you my brother j and if^ 
** on convening with my father, I do not 
«« ahcr my opinion, I will not hefitatc to 
*' difcover your aflTedion for Emily, and 
<^ I am confident it will require no great 
" ufc of eloquence to inake her efpoufe 
<* your caufe/* Edmund, delighted and 
relieved by this converfation, told Ar- 
thur that he left him to do as he thought 
bed ; and that, be his fate what it would, 
he (hould ever efteem himfclf mod for* 

tunate 
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tunate in having fuch a friend. He rc- 
fucned a great degree of chcerfulncfs, 
and converfcd in the moft unrcferved 
and cafy manner with Arthur, who 
(eemed to be doubly dear to him, on 
becoming the confident of his paflTion for 
Mifs Aubrev. 

As they returned towards the town, the 

fine tints of an autumn evening, which 

were fprcad through the flcy and ovcf 

the landfcape before themi excited their 

admiration, and brought to Arthur's 

mind the beauties of Sudley C-^flle, 

which he defcribed to Edmund in fuch 

terms of rapture as raifed in him a great 

.dtfire to fee the place. Being in no hafte 

to terminate their journey, tlKV agreed 

to fpcnd the whole of the next day in 

vifiting it, and in lounging at Stratford^ 

and on the banks of the Avon, As ,the 

execution of this agr(^ement, fo far as it 

related to Sudley Caftlc, depended upon 

the 
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the abience of its lord» it was nccefiarj 
to inquire whether he were in the coun« 
try or not ; and at the inn they learned^ 
to their great mortificationj that he was 
at his feat. 

The difappointment exprefled by Ed* 
mund^ determined Arthur to get a fight 
of the grounds at leaft> notwithftanding 
the pre fence of Lord Sudley ^ and though, 
in arriving at Warwick, he had refolved 
to pay no vifit there, he called on a gen-^ 
tleman, to whom he had been introduced 
by Mr. Rowky, and through whom he 
thought it likely that he fhould obtain 
his objeifV. He found that though, 
when his lordihip was at home, it was 
more difficult to get a fight of the houfe, 
a walk through the grounds was rarely 
refufedy on a previous application of a 
few hours to the fieward i to whom the 
gentleman accordingly wrote, and, as the 
manfion was well worth feeing, requefted 

that 
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that the ftrangers mighc be permitted to 
go over it, if they could be indulged 
without any offence to Lord Sudlcy. 
This letter Arthur immediately dif- 
patched to the fteward j from whom he 
received an anfwer before he went tg 
bed, by which he was informed that) by 
coming early in the mornings he might 
go over the houfe before his lordfhip 
wasx>ut of bed, ahd that he never role 
before nine ' or ten o'clock. Piearedl 
with the pfofpeft of gratifying their 
wi(b^ and happy in the mutual and un» 
bounded conBdence which had been thii 
day eftabliflied between them, they re- 
tired to reft, determining to be very 
early next morning at Sudley Caftle. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

J Vtftt to Sudlej CaftU. Edmund lofes hh Way 
. and achiiViS an bercic Deed* Arthur^ s Re^ 
: cepiion at Melf$rd, 

The morning was fine: the travellers 
kfc Warwick about itvtn o'clock ; and, 
in \th Chan half an hour, Arthur poloted 
out to Edmund the; lofty turrets of 
$udley*Ca(llf> peeping through the ricK 
foliage of majeftic woods* For feveral 
miles, between Warwick and Stratford, 
many beautiful gUmpfes are caught of 
this elegant feat ; and Edmund had ad* 
mired it as he paflcd before on his way 
to Mariton : but the beauty of the 
afpedt it now prefented was heightened 
by imagination, from the account he had 

rectived 
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received from Arthur, and he faw it with 
double picafurc. Turning to the left 
from the high road, they drove down a 
wide handfomc lane, lined on each fide 
with large elms : and, at the diftance of a 
mile and a half, came to the little village 
of Burford, where they alighted at the 
houfc of Lord Sudley's fteward, who 
fcnt a man with them up to the caftle, 
and in the mean time ordered their horfcs 
CO be taken care of. Arthur took pains 
to in^rm himfclf that there was no like- 
lihood of his meeting Lord Sudley,- for, 
though he had no refpeA for him, and 
even felt a kind of rctrofpeftivc refent- 
ment againft him for his infamous con* 
duft towards his mother, there was a cer- 
tain confciouihefs about him, which af- 
fured him that he would have no fatif* 
faftion in a fight of his Lord (hip; and, 
as they walked from Burford, he hinted* 
to Edmund that he (hould. like to get 

through 
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throvigb the apartments as faft as they 

could. 

They entered the houfc by a flight of 

ftcps, under a great portico fupportcd 

by four lofty Corinthian columnsj and 

went into a well pre portioned hall, 

finiOied in plain ftucco, and adorned 

with vafcs and lamps on handfome brack-* 

ets: before theni was the grand ftair- 

cafe i the walls and cieling of which 

^cre ornamented with pannels and fef- 

toons of ftucco. They were firft fhown 

into the breakfafl: parlour^ where they 

(aw feveral fine landfcapes^ and fome 

family portraits. Here Edmunds gaz< 

ing a confiderable time at the picture of 

a girl, defired Arthur to look at it, and 

then aiked him how he liked it. " The 

** countenance/' faid Arthur, *' is moft 

^^ lovely ; I could look at it till I was 

*'" captivated, were it not for thofe fright- 

, f< ful (UfFAays that fqueesse to death the 

•' graces 
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** graces of nature.*'—** Say jrou fo, my 
** friend ?'* cried Edmund, " then I ad vifc 
** you not to go toMelford, if you wifh 
*^ not to be captivated entirely -, for you 
^* will find that face, look at it and 
**^, remember it, glowing with life and 
** health, and fupported by a form in 
*' which none, of the graces of nature are 
" fqueezed to death. Ij is precifcly> 
** feature for feature, line for line, cha- 
<^ radler and all, the countenance of my 
** (ifteri and could not have been more 
•* like her had it been done for her/*-^ 
*^ She muft be a charming girl ipdeed," 
faid Arthur, *^ and faith the danger of 
living under the fame roof cannot but 
be great."— " Whofe portrait is thi«?" 
faid Edmund to the condudor. *« That> 
Sir/* replied the man, *^ is the portrait 
of the old Lady 'Sudley, my Lord's mo* 
^' tber« taken when (he was Lady Matilda 
^* Darley, at an early age.** Edmund 

exprelTed 
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exprelTed his wonder at the Hkenefs, and 
Arthur flood for fomc tiaic contemplat- 
ing it, faying, as he left it, that the p linter 
had thrown a great deal of foul into his 
canvas. 

From this they went into other rooms 
decorated .with the works of the moft 
celebrated painters \ but> not having 
time to examine them, they contented 
themftlves with glancing them over, and 
with admiring the elegance of the apart- 
ments* They were moft delighicd with 
the library and drawing-room, particu- 
larly the former, which was fuperb, 
eighty feet in length and twenty in 
height. On one fide it had feven re-> 
celTcsj one of which was the entrance 

» 

from the hall, the other fix >vere filled 
with books, and in front of each was a 
buftoffome ancient or modern genius 
placed on a pedefial. On the iame fide 
were two fuperb chimncy-picccfi, com- 

pofed 
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pofcd of rich antique marble. The en- 
trances at each end were formed to cor- 
refpond with the other reccflcs, and wer-c 
highly ornamented. The other fide of 
the room, which looked oh the garden, 
had eight magnificent windows, and a 
pair of folding glafs doors that opened 
upon the lawn, affording a d.'lighc!ul 
profpeft. The drawing*room was large 
and magnificent, and the elegant deco- 
rations of it were adjufted with tafte. 
** This is fuperb," faid Arthur, ad- 
miring the chimney-piece, which was 
of rich Egyptian marble ; " and yet 
*' I (hould not be a bit more happy 
" to fit before a fire here, than I am at 
*' the parfonagc. How (hould you like 
" to have Sodley Caftle, Edmund, to live 
" in for the reft of your life ?"— *« How 
«' Ihould I like it!" cried Edmund; 
«* Oh 1 Arthur, to be able to offer fuch a 
*^ place as this to the objed of one's love ! 
VOL, IV. £ "I never 



74 AUBREY. 

^ I never fclc ambitious emotions before, 

** but the thought of that objeiSt expands 

*' my foul. Nothing can be too grand 

^* or too noble for hcr^ and while I look 

*' round tne, J feel equal to the greatncfs 

** I would offer. In what arc you or I 

*' inferior to this lord, who is foaking in 

** his bed while we are really enjoying his 

** property ; a man unable to give orre- 

*' ccive happmefs ! Yes, Arthur, were I 

** mafter of this place I Ihould enjoy it 

" better than its prefcnt owner."— 

" Were I mafter of it/' faid Arthur, 

*^ I would immediately -change it for 

" Aubrey-Hall ; yet, hang it, I can be 

** as happy at Mariton parfonage as in 

" either of them." — '' I alfo thought/* 

faid Edmund, ^^ that I could be happy 

*^ in a hut, but my mind is altered, Ar- 

*' thur ; I feel as' if I wanted a throne to 

*'bcfl:ow: but I will not wifhjl will 

'* be fupcrior to that madncfs at Icaft:." 

They 
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They now quitted the hbufe, and 

ftrollcd through the grounds, where they 
•continually met with the fineft pidlu- 
refque fufcgedls, and where they wan- 
dered for hours enchanted with the 
fcenery, which was in fomc places wild 
and fublime, and in others regular and 
beautiful. Edmund formed no wi(h to 
be mafter of thefe delightful (ccncs ; but 
how worthy Mifs Aubrey was to be mif-- 
trefs of them was a thought that attended 
all the pleaftire he felt in viewing them. 
After fitting a confidcrable time in a 
ruftic alcove, admiring the winding of 
the Avon along wooded banks and 
through diftarit paftures, Arthur rofe 
and propofcd to return to Burford and 
purfue their journey. As they ap- 
proached the houfe, Edmund recoUcftcd 
that he had left his whip in the alcove, 
on which he begged Arthur to go on 
and order the chaife while he went back 

£ 2 for 
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for it, faying that he would be with him 
before he was ready, ** You mufk make 
« hafte then/' faid Arthur^ « for I (hall 
*^ have all ready in lefs than five mi* 
«' nutes/'—i ** I (hall hardly be with you 
*^ in twenty," faid Ednnund. Here they 
parted, and Edmund walking a quick 
pace focn found his whip. 

Returning by a Terpentine walk, which, 
about half way from the alcove, diverged 
into two parhs, his thoughts all abforbed 
by Mifs Aubrey, he t< ok the wrong one, 
and proceeded a confiderable way before 
he recollcfted himfcir. He turned to 
go back, when a found of voices, evi- 
dently of two men in earned talk, ftruck 
his ear. He looked about, and iiftencd 
to afcertain whence it proceeded, when 
he. few, through a thick wood, the back 
of a bower, to which his eye was led by 
the found. Prcfently two fufpicious men 
cxtyt out of the bower, and came round 

to 
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tn the back of \t, where they took pieces 
of hkck crape out of chetr pockets and 
dt^uiftd their faces. EdmujrKl inftantl/ 
unpereeived fkrcencd hitnfrlif by the fide 
of a large oak growing near the walk« 
•^ He is cowing i" faid ooe of i;h<fiii. 
" Cut hU throar," replied the ochcr,. 
*» I tell you, Qo /* cried, the ftrft, •* we 
" (hall be found ont by the blood or the 
•' knife : if he is found hanging it will be 
«* fuppofcd he did it himfclf/'--^^' HuOi t 
•' get the gag re^dy." Edmund^, from 
his ftation> faw a man crofs a lawn in the 
middle of this retired fhrubbery, who he 
had no doubt was the intended vidim of 
ihefe murderers, and, though horror- 
ftruck, he could not help wondering at 
the daring attempt to commit fuch a 
crime in the face of day and fo near the 
houfe. *' Help !" cried a tremulous 
voice, which was immediately flopped.^ 

E. J Edmund 
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Edmund had no weapon^ and only his 
whip m his hand ; but he was not of a 
nature to confider, on fuch an occafiony 
difficulties or pcrfonal danger, and haftily^ 
putting afide the intercepting branches 
of the underwood which had ferved to 
conceal him, he pufhed round the bowen 
The affaffins, too bufy at their horrid' 
work to attend to his approach, had al- 
ready gagged their viftim j and one was 
holding his arms while the other was 
Aruggling to put a cord over his head. 
Edmund, darting forward, ftruck the* 
tatter with the butt end of his whip, on 
which the other man, releafing the arms 
of the devoted wretch, who trembled' 
every limb, drew a fhort cutlafs and' 
aimed a ftroke at Edmund, who, per- 
ceiving his intent, received it on his 
arm, and, clofing with the fellow, 
wrenched the cudafs from his hand^ on 
which he fled. Finding himfclf ar- 

tacked 
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Ckckecf behind, Edmund turned, and. 
dextroufly parrying a blow aimed at 
llis throat, made a ftroke at the fecond' 
villarn, which cut deep- into his cheek- 
Deferted by his alTociate,. he alfo fled ; 
and their conqjiieror was about to purfuc^ 
them, when he was feized by the perfon. 
whofe life he had faved, who (hook his. 
head, and by a fign requeftcd affiftancc 
in removing the gag which one of the 
villains^had placed upon his mouth. ** I 
" Jfhall lofc them v* cried Edmund,," have 
*^ patience till I come back." The man 
clafped his hands in an imploring pof^* 
ture I on which his champion cut the 
knot of the gag, and then would have, 
purfued tlie murderers, whom he faw 
brulhing through the oppofiite woods,, 
had he not teen prevented by the ftran- 
ger, who, holding him, faid in a feeble 
voice, but with an authoritative tone:. 
"• Sxay : you have done enough with, 

E 4. "thenv 
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" ehem— I am extremely agitatcd«^I 
*' have hardly power even to thank you, 
•* but affifl. mc back to the houfe and 
" you Ihall find me not ungrateful" 

Edmund now fcrutinized the figure 
before him. He was a tall emaciated- 
man, broad over the flioukiers, but with 
a chcft which funk inwards: his kgs 
were hardly able to bear the weight of 
his body, and fecmed to have been in* 
jurcd by the cfFcfts of the gour. His 
countenance had fomcthing penetrating 
in it, yet his eyes were hollow, his checks 
lank, and his features altogether befpoke 
more decay than age. He was genficely 
dreflcd, and had the air of a worn-out 
falhionablc debauchee. Edmund bad 
no doubt that it was Lord Sudley him- 
fclf, and in fpite of what he had heard of 
him, the evident punifliment he fufFercd 
in the lofs of health and in premature old 
age, combined with the delightful con- 

fcioufncfa 
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fcioufnefs of having favcd his life, ex- 
cited in him, not only pity, but a degree 
of ^ff flion by no means unaccountable 
to thofc who have conferred important 
obligations on another : for there is a 
principle in nature which leads men to 
love thofe whom they fcrve, as well as^ 
to fervc thofc whom they love s and the 
former impulfe is fometimjjs the more 
powerful one. Edmund, with a look of 
united pity and afFe(5lion> offered his arm^ 
which was accepted by Lord Sudlcy,. 
who> leanijig on him^ walked (lowly 
acrofs the gteen into an alley leading to a 
private fubterranean pafTage, which con* 
dudted them to the lower part of the 
houfe. The nobleman having locked 
the gate of the paffage, they afcended a 
ftone ftair-cafe> which brought them to 
a landing on the weft fide of the houfe, 
openiog into a fuitc of apartments 
cbicfly occi^ed by his Lordftip. Lord 

£ 5 Sudley 
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Sudley was no longer the ftrong Her* 
culean Lord Sudley who, fome twenty 
years before, had projeftcd the fchcme 
of carrying off the injured Mifs Melvil 
by force, but a poor nervous creature,, 
reduced by a life of debauchery to the 
fhado'v of a man falling into the grave. 
He thanked his deliverer without anima- 
tion, fcarcely looking at hia?», while he 
attended to the reftoration of. his own 
fpirits by applying the powerful ftimu- 
lation of a certain tinflure, of which he 
daily fwallowcd large potions. 

When he had taken hisdofc, he afkcd 
Edmund if he knew whom he had de- 
livered from the hands of the affaflins. 
Edmund replied that he prefunicd it was 
Lord Sudley himfelf. " You are right, 
" young man,'* faid his Lprdihip, *' and 
*5 though I know not how you came, to 
« be fo near the fcene of villany, I hold 
«« myfclf bound to fcrvc youj therefore, 

" before 
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^ before I affemble my people, let mc 
•^ Ufiderftand who you are, and whether 
*' you are in want of affiftance." Ed.- 
mund, difgufted with the cold . gratitude 
of the peer, faid that he did in^iccd want 
affiftance ; but of a nature which he be- 
lieved it was not in his lordHiip's power 
to bcftow.. " I am forry for that," faid 
Lord Sudley, daring at the noble youth, 
who flood before him with the bloody . 
cutlafs under his arm, which he was 
binding round with his handkerchief to 
prevent the blood, with which he now 
found his coat fleeve drenched^ from 
ftaining his Lordlhip's carpet. ** I am 
*' forry for that: what is it?"—" No- 
^ thing, my Lord," replied he, " but 
** what I (hall fiiid at the next town, in 
^^ the (kill. of a fiirgeon; I am bleed- 
^ ing : your Lordlhip will permit me 
«* to leave you."— " No, noj let* me 
J* fend for my furgcon from Warwick." 

i 6 — « By 
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— " By no means, my Lord, I have a 
•* friend waiting at Burford for me, and I 
*' Ihall fooncr have theafliftance I need by 
*' going." — <* Well ! do fo j go, and when 
•* the wound is drcffcd come back, and 
•' think how I may make you a return/' 
Edmund gently bowed, and was retiring. 
" Leave the cutlafs," faid Lord Sudley, 
** it may lead to a difcovery of the vil- 
" lains/* As he received the weapon 
wiih the trembling hand of an exhaufted 
rake, he alked the name of the youth. 
Willing that Lord Sudley Ihould fup- 
pofe that he had been faved by the fon of 
Mifs Mclvil's rcfcuer, Edmund evaded 
a direft reply j and, faying that he had 
left it with his Lordfhip's fteward, re- 
quefted to know the way to the hall. 
Lord Sudley then rang the bell violently, 
and, ordering the footman who ap- 
peared, to fend his butler and houfe- 
keeper to hitn, fuffcrcd Edmund to de- 
part. 
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part, repeating, ** think of what I faid, 
•^ and let me lee you again.** 

Edmund found Arthjr ready and 
wondering at his ila^r : the ftcward was 
gone to Warwick. Having related 
his adventure, to the aftonifhment of his 
friend, rhey made the beft of their way to 
Stratford, where Edmund had his wounds 
examined by a fkilful furgeon. Btddes 
the one upon the arm, he had received 
another acrofs the fhoulder; neither 
of them were dangerous; but from that 
on the arm he had loft a condderable 
quantity of blood, and was in confe- 
quencc advifcd to ftop a day or two 
before he proceeded. Nothing particular 
occurred during the reft of the journey 
of the two friends. Edmund's thoughts, 
in fpite of all his endeavours to the con- 
trary, fondly ftrayed to Lcicefterlhire ; 
and her was at Mariton when he arrived 
at Mclford, Cowper and his filter 

received 
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received Arthur as if he had - bcea 
their fon, and Mifs Smyth immcdiatcljR 
recalled to his mind the lovely por^ 
trait he had (b much admired at Sudk]^ 
Caftlc. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

Jldariton. Aubrey's firjl Expences, The Jp* 
paritiom of the Caftle feen at the Parfonage, 
Hue and Cry after them, Emily receives 
Propofals of Marriage from two of her 

' Lovers, Her Converfation with Aubrey. 

At Mariton there happened no adven- 
tures, no uncommon occurrences; tran- 
quillity and the accuftomed chearfulnefs 
of the Aubreys reigned at the parfon- 
age. Reading, painting, mufic, and 
hofpitality filled the time, Emily 
ftudicd, played, fung, and thought of 
Arthur and Edmund as her elder bro- 
thers both. Arthurina and Arthur- 
William improved under the inftruftions 
of Senfitivc, who was more delighted to 

inftruft 



|g AUBREY. 

inftruft than he had ever been to learn j 
and Aubrey and the lovely partner of his 
bofom, while they enjoyed the fcenea 
before them, endeavoured to confolc 
each other for Arthur^s errors with the 
hope that he would fee the folly of 
ftii:tting up his heart from them, as welt 
as view with horror the guilt of his 

intrigue. 

Having rcfolvcd to p^y their bill* 
quarterly, that they might have a view 
of their expences continually under their 
eye, they had contemplated with fome 
alarm the total of the midfummer quar^ 
tcr, which diminifhed the fum that had 
been lodged in the banker's hands con- 
fiderably more than a half, fo that there 
did not remain quite feven hundred 
pounds with him. But then in this total 
were included not only their expences 
at Mariton, but thofe of their journey 
down, and of their luggage by the wag- 
gon^ 
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gon, the furniture bought of Mr. Dod- 
foo^ the gig and the horfe, and their (lock 
of liquors which was not half confumed* 
The remainder of bis fundi and the (lipend 
from (be curacy were all they bad to live 
upon during the life of their worthy friend 
the DoAori but they relied on the api^ 
proaching quarter being nothing like 
the foregoing onc^ and triced that their 
cconorDy would enable them to meee 
every exigency. 

The taik and dread of the ghofts at 
the Caftle Rill prevailed> and neither 
ridicule nor ferious admonition could 
cure the country people of their preju* 
dice. It was faid that they appeared 
more frequently than ever, and had been 
pofitivcly obfcrvcd by fcvcral perfoni 
fkipping in fire on the walls. One 
evening, at the end of the week in which 
Arthur and Edmund left Mariton, about 
midnight, juft as the family were going 

to 
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to retire, Caefarcamc into the room rir as 
great hurry, calling to Aubrey—" Maffa^ 
** Maffa, come fee ghoft," This created 
a general laugh. " What 1'* cried Au- 
brey, ** Csefar fee ghofts too?'* — 
•* Mafla !•* faid Ca?far, fmiling, "come 
" fee yourfelf/'— " Let us all go/*^ cried 
Mrs. Aubrey J and accordingly the whole 
femily went with him into the garden. 
The night was ferene, but dark; and 
nothing was plainly vifible beyond the 
bounds of their own domains. In vain 
they looked towards the Caftle ;. it pre* 
fentcd only a deeper black wrthoutpe* 
culiar form. For feme time theji 
watched the quarter where the appear- 
ances were cxpcded, till at length they 
grew tired,, and again laughing at the 
force of Caefar'Si imagination, returned 
to the door, when a light was feen pro- 
ceeding from the Caftle. Prefently the 
light appeared at the windows,, as if the 

interior 
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interior were illuminated. Blue flames 
flow ran along the parapet in various 
diredionsr at one of the windows a 
figure in white garments was feen forcing 
over another figure which was black, 
and, at the diftance from the parfonage, 
not unlike what is ufually painted for the 
deviK It fprang forward^ and, precipi- 
tating to the grcxindj vaMlhcd in a fiafh 
of fire. All was imme^tely darknefs, 
and, in the obfcurity of the Iky,, not a 
trace re^nained of what had occurred. 
From the firft appearance of the light to 
the vanifliing of the black figure, not 
more time than ten minutes clapfcd* 

Aubrey, facisfied that this (how was 
cither the foolifli amufcment of fome 
ralh and inconfideratc pxeople, or the 
device of roguery, propofcd to Senfi- 
tive to go up to the Caflle without a 
moment's lofs of time, and endeavour 
to make forac difcovery. To this Sen- 

fitive 
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fitive agreed ; but Mrs. Aubrey and the 
girls entreated them earncftljr not to go: 
for, however Aubrey might defy the 
dtvil and all his works, he was not fb 
well (killed in the deBance of the works 
of his imps in the human form* It was 
impofiible to fay for whit por|>afc liiefe 
tricks were played, or with what force 
they were prf)te<5bcd. *• But my love/* 
faid Aubrey, ** wc will take Caefar and 
•* Charleses man, Joe, with us, and tnaC- 
" tcr auxiliaries in the village : we will 
•* get Rowley, the Spiccrs, and fome of 
«« the villagers, I warrant you, befidcs 
•* the conftables." — " I think there can 
" be no danger," faid Scnficive, " and 
•* it is really a matter of great impor* 
** tance that thcfe manoeuvres fhould be 
put an end to, whether they are 
merely filly pranks or the cloak of 
«* villany/* On their promifing to go 
armcd^ and in a large body, Mrs. Au- 

brey,. 
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brey, Etnily^ and Arthurba yielded to 
the pcrfuafions of Aubrey, notwith- 
ilandihg their fears -, and the gentlemen 
iailied forth attended by their fcrvants: 
the latter were fent to awake feme of the 
Aoxitcft of the villagers, while Aubrey 
and Senfitive recruited at the houfes of 
their acquaintance, CoL Spicer had 
arrived that vciy evening from town, 
and, with his father and brother joined 
the party, which was ftrengthencd with 
Mr. Rowley and feveral other gentle- 
men. Among the village hinds Ca^far 
and Joe had but little fuccefs : on two 
only could they prevail to leave their 
beds : they all declared that they were 
not afraid to turn out and fight like men 
with men, but begged to be excufed 
atta<:king ghofts and devils. The party 
thought themfclves fufficiently ftrong 
without them; and, armed with guns, 
piftois, and (words, made the utmoft 

expedition 
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expedition to the Caftle. They met no 
one in their way ; and when they arrived 
on the rpot all was filencc. They went 
through the deferted chambers of the 
Caftle i they flood liftening in all di»- 
reftiohs: not a found was heard but 
that of the wary buz of their own whif- 
pers, or of their cautious treading as 
they moved from place to place. No 
veftige of the white ghoft or of the black 
devil remained ; not even the flighteft 
fmell of fulphur from the flame in which 
the latter vanifticd. The party walked 
every where over the fcite on which the 
Caftle flood j fevcral of them afcendcd 
the turrets in fpite of the darknefs that 
reigned on the flair-cafes: they wandered 
from point to point, went through the 
lanes of the adjacent country, and called 
up the people at every houfe to inquire 
if the v had fcen or heard any thing flir- 
ting in the courfc of the night. In vain j 

nothing 
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•nothing was learned that could lead to the 
"detedlion of the pcrfons concerned in the 
trick; and, after wandering about till 
day-light enabled them to examine the 
fcene more minutely, they returned home 
difappointed and wondering at the eafe 
and dexterity with which their fcarch had 
been eluded. The faft, however, being 
fully afcertained, the gentlemen of the 
country were determined if poffible to 
difcover the caufe of it. The next day 
another vifit was paid to the Caftle and 
its environs, with as little fuccefs as the 
former: the circumftancc was made 
known at Loughborough, and all the 
neighbouring towns and villages; ad- 
vertifcments were ftuck up threatening 
the aftors in the alFair with profecution, 
and offering a reward for their appre- 
henfion; proper perfons were hired 
to watch at night and give immediate 

notice of any frefh appearance : in ihort, 

fuch 



^ A U 6 R K Y. 

fuch a train was laid for the difcovcry 
of the ghoftfi that their fpiritfhips bc- 
carn€ indignanr> and made thctnlclves 

fcarce. 

Meanwhile the parfonagc was haunted 
by a figure much more terrible to Efniljr 
than all the phantoms imagination could 
conjure up; Colonel Spicer became 
more and more afliduous in his atten- 
tions to her. Into whatever company flic 
went Ihc was fure to find him one of the 
party ; wherever (he walked, he followed 
her ; and his arch eye, fafcinated by her 
beauty, was for tvcr fixed upon her. 
This attendance was extremely painful 
to the lovely girl j and fhe longed for a 
regular declaration of his paffion, that 
Ihe might have an opportunity of reliev- 
ing herfclf from it. One day, after 
finging for him, while Arthurina was 
painting with Senfitive, the rcfolved to 
give him a fait opportunity ; and, rifing 

from 
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from the piano, faid (he wanted a liule 
air, and walked into the garden. This 
encouragement was not wanting to em^ 
bolden the gallant Colonel, who enter- 
tained no doubt of the fuccefs of hrs 
declaration when he chofe to make it^ 
for he conceived his perfon to be irrc- 
fiftible J but in fpite of the flame kindled 
by the charms of Emily, he had been in 
the habit of ridiculing matrimony, had 
had reafons to confider the breach of 
its vows as a common confequence of 
making thom, and had always thought 
the rifk fuch as no man of fenie would 
run. When firft infpired with this paf- 
(lon, he did not fcrople to hope the at- 
tainment of its objcft, without purchafing 
it fo dearly as with the lofs of liberty ; 
but when he became more acquainted 
with the Aubreys, and obferved the 
gaiety of the girls ihiclded by that vir. 
tuous reierve which impurity could never 
TOL* IV. F attack. 
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attack* he was convinced that there was 
no alternative but that of making Emily 
his wife. At times he thot^ht k beft 
to relinquifh her altogether; but, m the 
fiudy of commanding, he had never en- 
tered upon that of felf-comroand. A 
regiment of warriors obeyed him at t 
w&rd i but whenever defire arofe in bis 
heart, inflead of leading he ^as kd ; ifl- 
(lead of commanding, he obeyed. Ac« 
cordingly, giving reins to imagtnationi 
he had ieized every opportunity of in- 
dulging himlelf in the company of its 
idol, and accumulated excitement bore 
away all fcruples before it. 

He attended her -into the garden : flic 
led to the very (pot where (he had 
freely converied with her mother on 
Edmund, her brother Edmund, and 
where (he intended to difmifs her 
Colonel. ** This is a pleafant arbour,'* 
(aid Col. Spicer, as they approached, 

««-thc 
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«« the proved /rom ic never fails ca 
•* prtkM new attraftions : will Mifs 
"^^ Aubrey fit here and enjoy th^ air ?' 
.— '** Wiih ail my heart. Colonel;" fatd 
Ksnily^ entering and feacing herfclf. He 
followed, and ftood before her, Bxinghia 
arch eye on her with a double archneia, 
which was defigned to exprefs what ^as 
patBng in his mind. After a (h >rr paufe 
in this attitude, he attempted to take her 
hand, which Ihc withdrew. " Nay,** 
laid he, ** do not refufc me the happi- 
/* ncfs of prefling your hand, while I lay 
V my jhearc at your feet. I adore you 
«* above ^11 women.** — *' Colonel Spi- 
" ctr !*' faid Emily, " What do yo|i 
" mean ?" — ^^ To tell you,'* replied he, 
*« that. I love you to diftra<£licn, and that 
*' there is not any thing I will not do tp 
y jnake you happy." — " Sir, thia is lan- 
<< guage to which I am not accuftomed ; 
. ** and I aflure you ic is by no means 

F 2 ^* agreeable 
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^^ agreeable to me."—" Undcrftand me, 
^" my dcarMifs Aubrey, before you fay it 
•« is not agreeable to you. Upon my foul 
•** I do not mean to trifle with you. You 
** arc a moil lovely creature ; and when 
-«« I fay that I love you, I mean to olFer 
^* you my *hand." Emily, difgufted 
with this piece of vanity, aflumed an 
air of dignified pride, and faid : ** OflFcrl 
*• Sir ! If ever I cohdefcend to think rf 
^< any man as a lover, he (hall folicic my 
" hand, ^ not offer his."—** Oh ! yoa 
«' proud creature 1" exclaimed the Colo- 
nel, reinforcing the archncfs of his eye 
with a twift of his lips : ** but, my dear 
«« girl, make allowance for a foldier, 
^« You remember how Henry the fifth 
** courted the Princcfs Catherine ^ it was 
*! Kate, v^ ill you marry me ?' So I fay, 

* 

^' Emily! will you marry me ?"— "*' 1 
« proccft," faid Emily, fmiling, '* 1 do 
^* not fee where the comparifon lies 5 

«but 
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^ but as I will not fuppofe that Golonel 
" Spicer means tojcftonfuch a fubjrfty 
^ I muft beg, him to defift.'* CoL 
Spicer had too favourable an opinion o£ 
his perfon and prctenfions to believe tht» 
anfwer (incere $ and he naturally enough 
afcribed it to the ufual artifice of the fex,. 
who love to be courted. He therefore- 
refolved to addrefs her- with the (ire of aa 
ardent lover i and^ falling; on his knee, 
again fcizcd her hand : ** Never, ncvcry 
" will I dcfift, oh lovelicft of women," 
cried he, " till you confcnt to make me- 
the happicflr of men. Charming Emily> 
my heart adores you : for mercy's fake 
*^ give mc one encouraging look. Nay^. 
'* ftruggle not to rob me of this heavenly 
*«^ prize ; it muftj^it (hall be mine :*' fay- 
ing which he forced her hand to his lip<?, 
and, in fpitc of her eadeavours to rcfcuc 
it from his gripe, imprimed fcvcral kiffcs 
0n ic. " Sir>. (kid Emily, bluQiing as 

F 3 (he 
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(he role and left the ai bour, «* having 
" rcqutftcd you iti vain to dtrfift, I amar 
" a lofs what to fay, or how to aA,.but 
•* my father will inftruft me/* This the 
Colonel interpreted into t drclftration i* 
his favour, and^ leering with his wonted 
frfchnefsj accompanied het i^Mlctothe 
houfe, determined to take thd hint of 
making a regular prop^ftt t^ Aubrey^ 

An opportunity occurred that very 
morning ) for Emily on going in having 
retired to her owo chamber. Col; Spieer 
ftood lounging at the garden door of the? 
fitting-room, where the painters were 
ftill occupied in tbtir fludies, and Aubrey 
coming in (hortly after, the Colonel in- 
vited him to a ftroll in the gairden. 
Having formally made his proposal, he 
ftarcd at Aubicy with a confcious Imile, 
faifing the brow of his right eye, and 
diminifhing the fight of the left one, be- 
tokening his fcnfc of the delight he had 

giver. 
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givcD. Prepared* by his own obfcnration^ 
9S weU as by his converfations with Mrs. 
Aubrey for fucb a propofalr Aubrey re- 
Gciired ic widia.comptaccnt {mk, thank- 
ed tht Coloiid for tht honour he did hir 
daughtciti 4Mid (aid he w)uld confult her 
wkhout dckiy 00 ihe fubjr£t ^ I thought 
^ ijtTery amiable i» her/' faidCoUSptccr^ 
*' ihtt ihe: refer£ed.iiietayoxj,.dnd would 
^* not ghre me . an aafwer wUhout your 
** confent. Now moft girls are delighted 
*' to encourage lovers without the kno^n'. 
«« ledge of tbeic pafCQia.*'—" Not naoft^ 
" I hope. Colonel/' replied Aubrey, 
'* fince it would be giving good grounds 
" to fufpe^, after marriage, that they 
<^ would encourage admirers without the 
<* knowledge of their hulbands/' — - 
«< Faith I 1 believe you are right/* cried 
the Colonel ; *' and if there is any dc- 
" pcndcnce to be placed upon the mar- 
•' rigc VQW, it muft be among thofe who 

F 4 " have 
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•' have in the firft inftancc been true to 
*' the tics of nature. Emily is the girl 
" for me : no other on earth fhould 
*.' tempt me to marry." — f^ Let her 
** marry when flie may/* replied her 
father, " it will not, I think, be her fault 
V if her huflband be not happy.'* He 
then promifed to inform Col. Spicer of 
the rcfult of his converfation with Em>Iy 
in a day *or two, and the Colonel took 
his leave. 

. Aubrey was furprifed to hear that 
Emily had referred her lover to him, as 
it was in a certain degree giving him en- 
couragement; he wifhcd (lie had not 
done it, being pcrfeclly fatisficd that it 
was not her intention \ and he was not 
difplcafcd to learn from her that the idea 
of reference v^as the fuggeftioa of the 
Colonel's vanity, for that fhc had pur* 
pofely given him an opportunity to fpeak, 
that (lie -might get rid of his ridiculous 

atten- 
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attentions, •* My dear Emily,'* faid 
Aubrey, ** you have often heard me 
*• exprcfs my fcntiments generally on 
*' marriages I have now to fpeak of it 
•* particularly as it relates to yourfelf. 
•« My afFeftion for you leads me to wi(h 
•^ that we may be together as long as I 
** live ; and I am certain that if you 
** marry a man according to your own 
«' tafte, my wifh' will be gratified: the 
** man on whom you can beftow the af- 
•* feftion of a wife cannot fail to make 
" me love him as a fon i and your giving 
" him your hand will but ftrengthcn our 
** union. To fuch a man it would be 
** real happincfs.to fee you united j but 
** where is he to be found ? Not ccr- 
" tainly in Colonel Spicer ! I know it, 
*« my love, and fuch good fortune is 
•* hardly to be expefted. But if the 
«. blifs which our hearts 'aim at is not 
** .attainable, we ought not to refufe con- 

F5 "fidcration 
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«• fidcratiofi to motives lefs exquifite in 
** their influence* I put Colonel Spi- 
*« cer out of the queftion; but, fhould 
*< your hand be foliciced by one poiieffed 
*^ of good nature, virtue, and an indepen- 
^< dent fortune, I could form a hope^ my 
** Emily, that you would not defpife that 
<* plain happinefs which refuks from the 
" difcharge of domeftic duties. You re- 
^^ member that I have alwayi endea* 
*' voured to imprefs upon you the ne-* 
'* ceflity of moderating expcAaiion, to 
'* look forward to the end of your life) 
" however long or (hort it may be, ifid 
«< to place your hope of happinefs on the 
«< rectitude of your mind, and the utility 
«< of your exiftence. It is one thing to 
^ marry a man who does not merit your 
*^ love, and another to accept of one who 
*' has not excited admiration. It fre^ 
«* quently happens, that by intercourfc 
•^ we come lo love thole who at firft ap- 

«* pear 
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'^ pear not To attradivc as thofe we ad* 



cc 



mire i and not rarely diflikr the ob- 
jedis of our readier prcpoflVflions. In 
*« the choice of a hufband therefore, my* 
•* dear Ecnilyt if the heart of a youog^ 
'< woman be difengaged, I think (he 
'* would not do wrong to. enter upon the 
*' marriage ftate with the miki, fober 
*< views of tranquil hope» domeftic vir- 
<< tue^ and religious faith. I &y^ my 
** ]ove» that it would perhaps appear ia . 
<< the end more drfirable than thoic 
<* matcfats which arf formed on that ex* 
<< ceffive icflfibility that renders two 
*^ people idols in the eyes of each other, 
*^ abforbs the facultie.s mA chains the 
^< foul with paiiion. What think you ?'*> 
-%<< I think," replied Emily, ^^ that a 
«^ woman who bad no prior attachment 
«« would be ba^y with a good man, and 
•^ would Soon love him as her hufband ; 
^ yet it woukl cerounly be better if (he 

f6 «ifclt 
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** felt a preference for hiai before fiie 
*^ married; and Ihe muft hf namesns^ 
'^ hay^ the flighcclt prior attachments 
** But to marry CoL Spicer — — ** — " I 
'* have told you, my dear girl, that he 
<* is out of the queftion — but tcil me^ 
•* have you perceived no particular figns 
*• of regard in any other perfon anfwcr^ 

tngthe objcftof my remarks ?^'—*< No, 
** indeed. Papa. Do you fuppofe there 

is any fuch perfon ^"— .<^ I do» Emily.'* 
lodced ! Then you are miftaken.^ 
Among the young men whom you 
^ occafionslly fee here, and at other 
" houfcs, there is ' certainly one more 
*^ than commonly partial to you."— 
*' You can't mean Mr. Rowley, Papa P"' 
-i-" You guefs well at leaft> my lovr.-' 
— *' Dear me ! with all his goodneft of 
** heart and friendly difpofitiop, I dare 
" fay he no more thinks of roc as a wife 
« than Arthur docs of Mi& Spicer."— 

" « Should 
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V Shouldyoulxmiftaken, Emily i.fliould 
'^. he have formed an attachment for you 
" Emily turned pak— ** could you 
**'with pleafure receive hisaddrefics ?"— 
*^ I have no thoi^ht of marriage at alt-— « 
I prefer a fingk life — I never can be 
fb happy as wkb you and. Mamma— " 
Rowley, my love, is independent in 
** his circumftances^ and a good young 
*< man— he lives near us— I know it is 
^ only his diffidence that retrains him 
^^ f ronk- declaring his affc6bion to y ou«— 
<* in ihort, Emily, he told me fo,'* Poor 
Emily was ready to fink* '' I like Mr. 
** Rowley very nuich, but I feel no pre- 
•* ference for him."—" Have you any 
•* obje£tion to him ?"— " Only that I 
^? have no preference for him : — yes, 
^ another— he has fortune, and yoUj my 
^^ dear Papa, have it not in your power 
** targive me aportion." — " A man of 
f^ liberal mind> fuch as Rowley, will look 
; «*for 
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" for tny Emily's portion in her foul :' 
*• the obje<5l!on would othcrwife be un- 
** anfwf rablf. But I will urge you no 
** farther now— take a little time to think 
«< of it— the decifjon muft be entirely 
*« your own*— if it require perfuafion 
** from me (here is an end to it. 1 
<< (hall never think of infuring you a 
" fupport at the expencc of your peace 
" of mind. I will not at prcfent kt 
** Rowley know that I have fpokcn to 
*« jroo on the fubjeft ; but as for Col. 
«' Spice r, I will immediately fend him 
<' our conciufive thanks« You muft> 
" however, treat him with great civility 
" wherever you meet."—** Certainty) 
«• but he is a very difagreeable creature, 
*' and always looksimpudently." Aubrey 
obfervedy that he would probably now be 
lefs at Mariton thaii ever ; and £mi)y 
oioft devoutly prayed it might be fp« 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XLIU 

A Brealfaft at Sptcer^HalL Another on the fame 
Day at theParfotiage. Emily^sfuccefsful Study' 
of Se!f»conimand* She argues with herfelf in' 
Favour rf Mr • Rowley. Refult of her Ar^ 
gument. Stnfiiive appears in a new Light* 

« 

Pride, from whatever ftock it (hoot,, 
from wealth or birth, from arrogated 
confequence, or puflFed-up vanity, never 
makes allowance for the fceKngs of 
others ; but fwells with rage and refent- 
ment at the flighteft croffing of its own. 
The whole Spicer family knew the 
C6k>tiers intention to offer himfelf to 
Emily i they were well founded in the 
arithmetic of a plum, acquainted with its 

procefs in the fcience of fociety, and^ 

penetrated 



penetrated with its buoyant principle : 
they had learned that Aubrey,, though a 
man of family, had become dependent > 
and (hat his daughters had little or no ei* 
pcftations : they took irfbr granted that 
young women,. in fuch a fituation, were 
ready to catch at the firft common offer j 
and it never entered their heads that-thc 
all*accompliftied Bob could pofTibly be 
rejefted. The Colonel, .being the hopes 
of the family, had no wi(h which father 
apd mother, brother and filler did not 
combine to gratify. 

When he firft made known his fcrious- 
intentions refpeding Emily, Eudoxia 

thought he might have chofen better j 
but fbe foon faw that her brother was 

fwayed by foraething more powerful than 
hen opinion, and (he joined with the reft 
of her family in fanning his flame.^ Old 
Spicer had not only purchalcd his rank 
in tt^e army, but given him a gceat allaw* 
; ance^ 
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arrcc, and propofed, whenever he fct- 
tled, to make over to him, one of the 
eftaces he had purchafed in the country ; 
£j that not on^y the man was thought 
frrcfiftible> but his profpedts mod tempt- 
ing. When therefore next morning at 
breakfafl: a letter from Aubrey was an^ 
AQunced, Mifs Eudoxia became playful, 
and ftarting up fnatched it from the fopt- 
man. The Calonel kept his icat with 
all the fangfroid of certainty, while his 
lifter held the letter towards him juft out 
of his reach. A fmile of conceit and 
confequencc fprcad frona Mr. Spicer 
through the wHole family to Billy, and. 
was rcfledlcd by the mufclcs of Gofling, 
The Colonel's had a mixture of noncha^ 
Icnce, fupported by regular olciilaiions 
of the head from (boulder ta fliouldcr r 
and Eudoxia's had a degree of her own» 
dear brother's archnefs as Ihc waved thc^ 

letter before him* 

*^WeU 
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" Well Bob }" faid Mr. Spiccr, «^ I 
^ wi(h you happy with hcr» though I 
^ (ball always thmk you mought have 
♦* done better in the Wiky of fwtunc/'— 
^ Nevtr ffvind thtt» Mr. Spicer/' laid 
Mrs. Spicer-^ ** you and fucb as you 
^ arc (k to make l^tunes i but Bob and 
*< Mifii Aubrey are bori^ and educaced to 
•'enjoy them: (he is a very clever 
•* girl/*— ♦« AHid pray/* faid - Spicer, 
«« wWch wore you ? fit ta make^ or born 
^ and educated to enjoy a fortune ?*•— 
^ That bruiiftifpeecb (han't prevent nvy 
•? enjoying Bob's felicity,'* faid Mrs, 
Spictr, looking emphatically at Gofling. 
•5 Read, read, my charming Mils Spicer," 
faid Gofling. " What ! open Bob's 
" letter of lovr, and lifr, and joy, and-— 
** Shall I Bob?* pretending to break 
the fcal — '« She certainly is handfomcr 
"than I thought fhe was — I fay, fhall 
« I ?'— *' Da, Eudoxia,'^ replied he, 

grinning; 
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griftfiing; * you read well/*— ** Oh! 

'* I'U mittd mf ftops aqd empbafes:'' 

flying irbkfi» ihr opened the letter aad 

bcgarn to read : •* IXear Colenri /"— • 

«< Ettdom 1*' Tatd Mr. Spicer, xtOM^ 

nipCMig hffty ** alwajFt begin tk letter bf 

«« reading. the lumc at the boccom of ici 

'* thengp tothedate^ whether that's- at* 

^* top or bottoim' W< LMd»> Mr. SpU 

^* ceiv" cried Mr8.r Spiceff ^ hold yoar 

'^ tongtoe, if you can't fay any thing to 

^< the ptrrpofe*. Go on, Eudoxia^"-^ 

" D<m Qi^Hti^'^.^^ Who- ift the letter 

«« from r' faid Mr. Spicer. «• It is 

'* (tgned, William Aubrey^ Sir i" replied 

Eadoixia. « To be fure — ** iaid Mrs. 

Spieer— •* do yoq think that Mifs Aa«^ 

•^ brcy would begin. Dear Colonel P''^^' 

•• No, but her brother mought."— 

«*^ Moughc !" cried Mrs. Spicer— «< he 

^ mought, mought he, in Glouftcr- 

« ftiircr-^*M'll not bear this, Mrs. 

" Spicer," 
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*« Spiccr/' faid her hufband : " 111—'' 
— •* Pray, Sir^ hear the letter/'— « I 
«« wiH, Bob, but— read Eudoxia/'— 
** Dear Colonel ! Tour good opinim of my 
*• daughter^ and the honour you do us 
** ally in frofoftng an alliance y you cannot 
** but lejenjible are highly flattering^-"^-^'^ 
•— •* How well exprcffcd that fentence 
**is!**' faid Mrs. Spiccr> looking em- 
phatfcaliy at Gofling,. who fmiled his 
fympathjr, and gcndy nodded bis re- 
ply.— Eudoxia continued: ^^ Pray accept 

« n^ thanks -"— '« There's fomc gra* 

•* ticudc in that/' faid Mr. Spicenr. Eu- 
doxia went on—*' Tour fiirtuncy your 
^ rank ; indeed in every reJpeS you know^ 
^.yourfelf ta he unexceptionable. ^' — 
*^ I ialways liked Aubrey,** faid.the Colo* 
ml : "I (hall certainly treat him- through^ 
** life wich the refpedtdue to a father/'— 
Eudoxia read on — *' Mijs Aubrey feels as 

" Jbe ought on this occafton^, "— "- Oh,. 

"the 
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** (he lovely girl ! exclaimed the Colonef^ 
in cxtacy.— *' Andy Juper tor ^* continued 
Hudoxia, reading, " to the petty delight of 
'*** trifling with the admiration of any many 
** /he has rtquefted me unequivocally to de-* 
^' c/are to you tbat—^* — ** Whaf s this?* 
cried MifsSpicer, reddening— ** Tbat-^"^ 
— *' I can*t believe n)y eyes/'—." That 
" jAe declines your addrejfes.^^ 

The faces of the Spiccr-group under- 
went a very fudden alteration : the fonile 
of conceit and confequence fled, and 
made way for frowns, rage, and all the 
marks of mortified pride and difappoint** 
ment. The Colonel thought his (ifter 
had jokingly put her own words for 
Aubrey's, and defired her not to jeft. 
« Jeft I" cried Eudoxia : " I Ihall burft 
^ —An Aubrey refufea Spicer ! A beg- 
** gar rtfufe a coach T'—" Is it poffiblc ?" 
cried Mr. Spicer : " The daughter of 
^^ the curate of Mariton refufe my fon ! 

•c You 
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•< You dcfervc ir. Bob, for thinking of a 
*^ f»iltFy baby oot worth a ihiUtng«— hut 
*' let 'bergo— let bcr rot on a dungbiil/ 
— *« Always vulgar, or it would not be 
*' you, Mr. Si^icor 5" cried Mrs. Spicer, 
*• yet I Gould jJmoft fwcar myftX te 
^xhiidc ofxbis weak, ignorant, fooMlh 
^^ minic/' Gofling agf^ed (with the kdy 
in a folemn, fympathetic look and ihrug. 
** And for her father," cominued iflic, 
•« CO confent to h<?r expofing herfelF^ and 
*< to write fuch nonfenfe !" Asbrey's 
Jectcr concluded with a fe wfoftemng cx- 
prcfSons, which the Sptcers iiad no 
patience to read^ but Continued venting 
their fury in the moft abufive terms, ^d 
vowing vengeance againft the whok 
generation of vipers. Mrs. Spicer or- 
dered her coach, that ftie might imme- 
diately go and expofe them to^U her 
friends, and infift upon tfaeirgiving sbexn 
(ip« Mift S^ioer deiermiiied to iind a 

way 
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way of (howing them the di^erencc • 
Mn Spicer fwonc, rolltd his eyeSf and 
wem about his bufinefs ac the Qtjarter- 
Seifions at Loughborough. Bi% be- 
thought him&lf of takiqga cool praftice 
on his tenor* fiddle ; and Mr. GoOing 
iy mpathifed in Mrs« Sptcer's vifics« The 
Colonel himfelf was the moft jcoUt^ed 
uoder this unheard-of, del^rate affront. 
Whatever might b^ the niotiire of it, be 
had not the flighCieft Tufpicion of its arif- 
iog from a defe^V of attraAions ; and he 
promiied himfelf in the courfe of time a 
very pleafant revenge^ both upon the £prl 
and the parfon* 

In a very difSsfent manner was the 
morntog fpent at the parfonage« Au« 
brey's under Handing juftiiicd Emily's re* 
fu&l of the Colonel i but ac the faoK 
time he thought it a fufc^e^l on which 
the greafeft delicacy was to be obferved. 
It was At nttcmd at hreakfaft befoie 

Senfidve; 
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Scnfitivc ; for he was conGdcrcd a boibm 
friend ; and it was determined that it 
ihoUld not be breathed abroad to a (ingle 
creature, that not the leaft notice (hould 
be taken of it at the Spicers, and that 
the Colond fhould be received with 
greater hofpitality than he had ever been, 
that he might be the left fcnfiWe of his 
difappointmenr. Before breakfaft was 
over, Aubrey received a packet of letters 
from Arthur and Edmund, which, while 
thef excited aftonifhment, difiipated all 
his fears for the former, and reftored 
to him that perfeA complacency of foul 
which had been difturbed by the account 
given him by Dr. Murray of his in w- 
courfe with Lady Sudley. Edmund faid 
nothing in his letter of their adventure at 
Grant's cottage ^ but, generally, that 
from circumftances which had happened 
on their journey, his friend had been fo 
convinced of the worthkflhefs of the per- 

6 fon 
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Son who bad enihralled hicn; chat he 
had voluntarily rejorccd in the opportu- 
nity of giving her up; and that it had noc 
been neceflary for hiai to ulc Aubrey's 
knowledge of his fon*s fccrer, as a fpur 
to an effort of virtue ; for that he had 
bimfdfj unbiafed^ refolved upon all his 
father wilhed. " When at laft I told 
^* him," faid Edmund, " that hrs ftcrec 
<< was known to you, and that you had 
** cotnmi(fioned me to fpeak to hini on 
*' thcv fubjeft, he exprcffed his fliame in 
'^ tKe mod amiable manner ; and re* 
'^ proached himfelf for his conduA to 
^ you in liich terms as tncreafcd my love 
\^ and admiration of him/' Edmund 
dwelled on the praife ofAnhw, and de« 
clared him to be, in his opinion, one of 
the nobleft of men ; a friend of whom he 
(hould ever be proud, wd for whom he 
wQtrld facrifice life itfclf. The warm 
effufions ojf his pea delighted the whole 
voi. ly, a circle^ 
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ctrcks Emily not the kaft. Edmund 
likewife gave a (hort account of his ad- 
venture with Lord Sudleys and exprcfled 
the pleaiure the arrival of his friend had 
^read through Edenbower. Arthur's 
ktter to his father was couched in the 

warmeft terms of gratitude and afie&ion: 
he confeflcd his error in the moft in- 
genuous manner^ without cafting much 
blame on Lady Sudley ; and was not be* 
hind hand with Edmund in eulogy. He 
extolled his friend's courage and/nag- 
Danimity^ jn the adventure with Lord 
Sudley ; and gave a more particular ac- 
count of it than Edmund himfelf had 
done. BeHdes his letter to Aubrey, 
Arthur had written to his mother^ to 
his fifterst to Arthur- William. Fdnd of 
his £imilyi he had always fomething par- 
ticular to fay (0 each. In that to Emily, 
be painted but too warmly» however 
juftlyy the charafter of his friend. His 

lifter. 
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fifter, intent on the regulating of her 
emotions^ had^ ever fince her <ionver«> 
fation wicb lier mother^ refolved to con« 
Gder Edmund as her brother $ but fuch 
unbounded pratfe, and fuch a defcription 
as Arthur's of his refcuing Lord Sudle/ 
from the hands of the villains, were 
adapted to Ihake her plan. She was fen« 
liblc of d too lively impreflion i and fhe 
redoubled her effbrts to oppofe it. In 
thefe Ihe was affifted by her mother who 
frequently converfcd with her on her 
own date when, at the death of her fa- 
ther, (he and Mrs. Melvil reared to 
the Cambridge (hire Cottage ; where (he 
tJevoted her time to the improven^ent of 
her mind, looking forward beyond this 
world, in which happiness is (b uncer* 
tain, except as it refults from a con- 
f(ioufnefs of endeavouring to pleafe that 
Being wiio has thought proper to place 
tis here. Emily reaped great advan- 
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tage from the confideracion of her tno* 
ther's trials; and was in a fhorc time fo 
much midrefs of the paffions and cmo« 
tions of the mind, that (he could rel^ 
upon her (Irength in making them yield 
obedience to rcafon, 
. While this amiable girl was thus per- 
(eding herfclf in the pradHce of fclf- 
command, her refufal of Colonel Spictr 
became the fubje£b of converfation in 
every company : moft people were fur- 
prifed that Aubrey (hould fuffer a daugh- 
ter to be guilty of fuch folly i and fomc 
formed a ftrong party with Mrs. Spicer 
to^make the family know themfelvcs. 
Readincfs of inquiry was fuperfeded by 
formality of falutation ; to this fucceeded 
frowns ; rude laughter was next in ro- 
tation; and at length the very church was 
forfaken by the party, and the Divinity 
was not worfhipped becaufe the daughter 
of the Curate had declined the addrelles 

of 
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of Colonel Spiccr. Such is the progrcfi 
of the paflions in feme bofoms. 

When it was fully afccrtaincd that 
Emily's heart was untouched by the gay 
and gallant ColoneU a man far more de^ 
f<rrvrng of her, one whom (he highly re- 
fpcdlcd, Rowley,, the good, the gentle 
Rowley, fummoned greater courage, 
dared to hope, and even to fliow his 
hope by afllduities fron>. which he had 
hitherto abftained. Emilv, convinced 
that her acceptai»:e of him would pleafc 
her rather> endeavoured to perfuade hcF* 
ielf to ad: on that principle. She re- 
volved his arguments^ recollefbed that 
fhe had alS^ntcd to the doftrinc of love 
after marriage, and confirmed herfclf in 
it: but when fhe fevcrcly examined her 
heart, (he found, that though (he could 
command the paflions which affailed it, 
ihe had not the heart itfelf to beflow» 
She could baniih the thought of Edmund 
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as a hufbandi but to him, and only ta 
liim could flic ever yield the love of a 
wife. Had Ihe never feen biin (he 

would have married Mr. Rowley ; bar« 
confcious of the pi*eference he pofie&d 
in her bofom, to give her hand to Roir* 
ley would be a crime. She refolved to 
live a fingte life, and generoufly to pot an 
end to fufpenfe without delay 19 the 
xnrnd of fo worthy a youog mani ike 
therefore begged Aubrey not to poftv 
pone aflbriflg him of her efteem^ and of 
her inability to direct her heart accordu^ 
10 his wi(he$« Aubrey footily tooenied 
her dccifiooj but atteaipted not to bias 
it either by word or k)ok. He weH 
knew that love was never the refult of 
advices he was fatisBed with having 
formed his child's heart to virtue^ and 
with fteering it away from danger $ hdL 
to urge her to a marriage not freely 
cbofen^ or even to induce her to it by 

her 
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her a^dion for himfelf^ far from coa^ 
ccivifig it CO be the part of a parent, h« 
accounted to be morally a parricide. 
He foftened the anfwer to Rowky with 
afluraoces of hh efteem and affe&ion i 
and Howley proved himfclf worthy of 
thofe a0urance8> by refolvii^ to conquer 
bis pafiion^ fo that he might not reUn« 
qutih the enjoyment of the friend (hip 
ind fociety of the family. He had» how- 
ever too much fenfibiKty to render thia 
an eafy taflc $ and when he received thd 
fneflagCi he bade Aubrey Arewell for two 
years, which ke'determined to fpend ia 
vifiting foitign countries. Aubrey ap« 
plauded and Uefled him. 

While Emily was thus captivating and 
refufing lovers, the little god was flily 
and fitentlf folding a net round a heart 
for her lifter. Artburina had hitherto 
been accounted too osuch a child to en« 
gage the atccntions of admirers^ thoiigii 
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her fprightlincfs made her the delight 
of all who knew her. Reared with the 
fame prmciples as her fifter, there was 
no difference between them in the folid 
foundations of charafter; but in the 
lighter fopcrftrudlure nature had varied 
their formation, both as to face and 
imagination. Arthurina, with her dark 
eyes and volatile nerves, had more of the 
comic in her than Emily ; and (he had a 
vein of mimickry which Aubrey had 
found feme difficulty in reflraining. The 
acutenefs of her eye, which fo readily led 
her to mark and reprefent the manners 
of people,' found its way to her pencil: 
fhe made accurate (ketches from nature, 
and took ftriking likencfTe?. In improv- 
ing this genius, Senfitive unwarily be* 
came alive to the charms of his fcholar. 
She entertained him with her vivacity { 
and now and then ventured, even before 

Aubrey, to take off the oddities of fomc 

of 
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of their acquaintancir. She one day told 
Senficive a ftory wkk grimace, afbionv 
and tone fo exa&ly fuiced to the charac- 
ters, that ihe kept him in a continoat 
hughter, a thing very unofuaP with 
Charles, till (he drew hitn in that ftate^ 
while he, fitting oppofitCr fuppofcd her 
on a diflS^rent work* Another time fhe 
told him a &d ftory, with a very melan-- 
choly £ice,,in which the lines »f hit 
countenance fympathidng^. ihe- took hid? 
in a doleftil air*^ Sen&ivc became dailjr 
more and moiie charmed; and, as the 
time approached when he purpofed leav« 
ing Mariton^ he difcovered that Arthu* 
rina had tied hinv by the heart* He made» 
one or two feeble efforts^ to difengage it :, 
he confidered her in the light of a child,, 
tO: whom it would be improper to talk o£ 
Ipve : and he compared their ages ;. he 
was four and twenty, (he but {ifceen^. 
Thefc confiflcrations were very trivial 

a5 ' onea> 



6net i^ed to oppofe to the power of 

iHK)ie iofiuencct he was feafible. At &C^ 

tec0> t girl if in her fixteeath year; and 

• veiy fliofc tkne ibon removes the im« 

propriety of talking of k>Te : and as to 

the difference of nine years^ it would 

sever be more were they to Ure a €co« 

aury: the feemiDg difparity was^therefore 

•Btirvly owing to the early ilage of her 

Kfe ; at twenty- five and thirty-four theft 

woold be no dUparity at alL Love foon 

ibtded thefe points in Senficive's miody 

but did not impel him to aft irrationally. 

He ft ill refolved io fty nochia^ of faif 

paflioA to Artburina for fome time to* 

come J but to declare himfelf to Aid>rey } 

and, if he met bis approbation! to return 

io Msritonj and be affiduoinin the cul« 

liyation of h^ Utck painter. In con^ 

fequence of this refblutioni he took an 

opiToreunity, when walking aione with 

Aubrey, to open his mind to him, « Mjr^ 

H ' "dear 
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«' dear friend/' k\d ht , «« I fittd 1 have 
been dangcroulljr ocai|iitd ac Umtotu 
I hare efcaped ail the aAiw fltrca^ 
*' tions of beauqr el&wticre, i» be impr n 
^' ccptibljr worked out of my heart here 
«« by a childt Yes, Aubrey, I feel fix 
<* that little girl of your's what I neret 
«* felt before for any wonan »-Hi defire 
^< to unite our 6te for lt£r»" Aubrey 
^iled*. ^' She ie/Maid he» a very en* 
<< gaging and anuabic chikt, my dear 
^ Charley and in time will have all^ the 
*< qualities :neceflSiry for a good wiir, if 
^ we doft'i turn her bead by ghring her 
<* too fooo tlie fhoughta of a bufbaad/' 
^— « And ytt,'* replied Senfitife» •* witb 
<< all her viracity, (he has more judgti^ 
** Qient and forethought than many wor 
«« men twiee her age« May I, Aubrey» 
<' indulge the thoi^ght, and endeavour 
*< gradually to win ber aSedioo%? My 
^ fortunej you know, ia coifqpetent to 
^^ the eomforts of life i andj (hould I 
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V-bc fereunate epQUgh co-gain herhcarr, 
"I truft tbtrc would be no fear of her 
^' happiflers." Aubrey had not forgot- 
ten Mr. Cowper's account of Senfitive's 
fituatioi> in refpeft to the fecurities to 
nvhich he had given his name ^ and he hadj 
ever (ince that account, confidered him 
rather as a poor than a rich man ; but 
he imagined chat he would fave fome 
portion of hispropepfiy s and Aubrey 
^as not a man to be looking out for 
rich huibands for his daughters, whom 
lie bad taughe to diftinguifi) what was 
cftimabie in riien^ independent of the 
Idea of marriage, in which however he 
if)varial}]y inculcated competence, as an 
indifpenfable requifite. He was de- 
lighted with his friend's propoftl, and 
confentcd to it with a rapture hardly 
inferior to that of Senfitive, on having 
his hope encouraged by the father of bis 
iitilc conquering ^rtift»' 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XL III. 

Mtlford. , Arthur no Flint. Opgttt his Htart 

to Edmund^ and leaves Edenbower. Sufpicion 

as to the two Men who attuked Lord Sudley. 

Arthstr arrives at Mariton. Converfation 

with Aubrey. Time helped forw:ird. Death 

- oftheRe&orofMariton. 

T!iME ambkd both atMaricon and Mek 
ford i and ac the latter place Love was no 
kfs bufy than at the former.. Mr. Gow- 
per» by prudent managenient, had gra« 
diually augmented his little cftate ; the 
chief of which confiftcd of rich pafture 
lands, whence his cows were enabled ro 
fupply the dairy of Edenbowcr with that 
produce which not only contributed a 
comfortable fupport to the affe&ionate 

family 



ftmSy he had ad^opted, but annuallf 
added fomeching to a ftore devbted to 
give in time an independence to Ed- 
mund and his fifter. A part of the land 
Mr« Cowper bad turned to the u(es of 
ttUagei but this was little more thai| 
enough to iupply himielf with his own 
grain. The harveft of thefe few fiekb 
waa begun on Edmund's return with 
Arthur to Melford ; and it being Kke* 
wife the eafe in nmny other fpots through* 
out the beautiful vale of MeIford» the 
Dirhole eouotrx ^ fremed alive* The 
friends, accompanied by Mr. Gowper^^ 
Mrs. Smythj^aod Harriet* were coiiAantlf 
in the fields. Arthur and Edmund a£» 
filled in binding 19 the (beaves of corsb 
in placing thtm in parcels^ in eartisig 
theiQi and ia raifing the mows : the for- 
mer daily inhaled copious draughts of 
new hcalthi and^ before he had been t 

vrecH 



week atMelford, was as weU as he hail 
earer been in his Kfe* 

Pirrpared bj Mr. Cowper's aecoonl t9 
adnirc Melfofd, Aithiir was in no de^ 
g^ee difappofiitcd : die cotmtiy, the vil^ 
Ifge* and the viUagers> all aofwcred hb 
dbrcf ip€ion of thfrai» chough many yeary 
had Bowed into the ocean of etcraitf 
fiace Melford was the fcene of the evenca 
he had related. Old Cowfel^ and the 
venctable Grey ^ who oSctaied at the in* 
tement of the remains of the once lovclf 
Fanny Rofi^ were no longer enliyeneraof 
the ruftk meetings, and prefervers of vil. 
lage innocence and^ty : they had long^ 
fince played thxi^fmi^krtd left their aged 
Iklibs to reft in eid^ Siic another vene« 
rabk Grey, the nephew of the former, 
filled the pulpit of Melford, and guarded 
the tranfmitted (pirit of the rifing gene- 
ration : and another worthy Cowfel ex« 
iftcd in Dick, who was father of a large 

fiimilys 
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&m\f} and who» feconi^ed by his wifer 
encrcafcd the Irctk patrimony to which: 
be had fucceedcd. Sufan, oncethe com* 
panion of Fanny Rofs^ had alfo long, 
been happily fettled with her huiband^ 
and had children grown up. The neigh- 
bourhood had been encreafed by the 
refidence of feveral families of middling 
fortunes, and altogether Melford wa& 
conflderabty improved fiqee thofe days» 
when ^ir. Cowper transformed Mx.s^ 
Rof$'s cot inu> Edenbower.. 

Arthur and Edmund were delighted to. 
ramble here as they had done at Mariton^ 
and when they kfc fj^i^^^t^ fields tl^y 
.extended their ex^^^iftfi^jia every direc^, 
tjoni to BriftoU i?f Q|9f^er> and fome* 
times> eroding the Severnj to the Cambri* 
an hills, to indulge in the romantic pro-> 
fpeAs they afforded. The fwcct glow of 
friendfhip accompanied them wherever 
they went, and was heightened by cqn^. 

verlatiom 
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vcrfations on that bewitching fubjcft to 
which their cftablifhcd confidence had 
given full fcope. No wonder that it foon 
became of mtrtual importance, when Ar- 
thur, almoft fafdriated by the charms of 
a pidure, found in his friend's fifter thofc 
charms realized, and animated by a foul 
and intelkfl formed to fecure thatlafting 
happinefs wliich can alone refult from 
the union of health of mind and body. 
Harriet was a lovely girl, tall and well 
fhaped, with an expreflive countenanccj 
good fenfe, and muGcal talents: a com* 
Innation that convinced Arthur that his 
heart was not of the flinty nature he had 
accidentally heard it defcribed to bej it 
was as tender as his friend's, when the. 

objeft of tcndernefs united worth and 
beauty. Arthur, however, found noen-^ 
couragement from Cowper, Harriet, or 
her mother: while kinjincfsand affedioa 
were fully manifcfted, every degree of 

pafllan 
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paffion was difcountcnanced and carcfidljr 
guarded againft. Harriet waa never 
alone with Arthur, and her unck bodi 
in general difcourfe and in friendly ad« 
tnomdont, feemingljr unpremeditated^ 
perfaaded his young friend to Aield hia 
heart againft the fofcer emotions of the 
snind, as they only unfilled a man ivho 
had to ftruggle through life for the exer- 
tions he would find it neceflsry to OMkei 
Arthur therefore had no resource but ia 
confeffing to Edmund, and talking wicb 
him of their fifters« Reflemon taught 
him that he had even kfs preteniions 
tiuin his friend to think of marriage : ht 
had fiilkn from fplendid hopes to the ne« 
ceffity of choofing a profeffion, and riiae 
proftflion was yet to be karntdi Smyth 
deferred at hit birch and without pro^^ 
fpe<£ls, as he grew up, was daily rifing to 
independence. If Edmund therefore 
were right in aitempting to conquer hit 

love* 
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lovcy hov much more was it incumbent 
ojKm him to fmotber bis* After fpeak-^ 
ing one day with nq>ture cf Harriet he 
conchided wlis tilling Edmund, that he 
was'certain the warmth of his ataohment 
would not be pleafic^ to his imclei and 
that though he fhould continue to love 
h«r as long as he lived> he would never 
open his Hpi upon the fubjeft to anjr one 
cf the kmilf bur Edmund himfelftunleft 
dreumftanees turned out fufficitntly fa* 
voiirabh! to convince htm that a propofal 
from hi A iffdM not be heard widi pain* 
•« We are unfortunate fellows, my deat 
^ Ardmr," fakl Edmund i '' I plainljr 
«< fee that an acknowledgment of thd 
^ feelings of either of us would create 
«* unhappinels Co our deareft friends i let 
*^ us therefore (upprcfs, or at lead con^ 
^ ccal them for the prefenc from all but 
^ oorfttves. When you return to Ma« 
'c rtton, talk often c^ mc and kbdiy t<^ 

« Mifa 
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" Mifs Aubrey without betraying rnr 
^* paffion to her. I on my part will 
" make you the fubjeft of convcrfatioR 
^' with Harriet, and flic Aall not forget 
" you. Hereafter fomething may occur 
** to render our filencc unncccflary, and 
*< we (hall be doubly rewarded for it,"— 
« This, my dear Edmund," replied Ar- 
thur, '' is a noble rcfolution: I will follow 
V your example as far as I am able, but 
** I cannot help thinking that fome for- 
'^ tunate though unforefeen circumftance 
y may arifc from opening my. mind to 
f' my father, and it is very probable in 
** your cafr. As for mine, he loves tnc 
<< fo well that I am fure whatever he could 
^^ do to make me happy. would be done, 
^^ and if he advifes me to relinquiOi all 
*^ hope of Mifs Smyth his confidence 
'* and friend fliip will be a great fopport 
«< to my heart." Thus did . thefc ingc- 
pvous young men^ fafe from the corrupt 

examples 
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cxampks of p^igatc aifociates^ coofole 

each other and render tbemfclves worthy 

a recurn of love, by refolving to fupprefs 

it where it tended to involve theobjed^ 

of it in diftrefs. To conceal it, however^ 

from the keen eye of experience was not 

eafy, Cowper fopn iktc^ed the feeda of 

a paffion which in a double fenfe had 

been fo fatal to his own repole : hf point* 

ed them out to bis lifter, and at the fame 

time the necefficy of not fuffcring them 

to take root. To this they paid the 

grcaceft attentioni and from the cheer-* 

fulnefs of Arthur, who in a guiidefs 

attachment felt no caufes of melancholy, 

and from Edmund's prudence, they Bat* 

tered themfelves that they were fuccefsfuL 

Harriet too^ whofe early leflbns had been 

no lefsimprefled than Emily's, difplayed 

vok afFedionate kindnefs for Arthur with* 

out difcovering to him any mark of fuch 

an attachment as might ferve to keep 

alive 



alive a flame of which iMf mother and 
uncle were afraid. 

After fpending three weeks happyf at 
Meiford, Arthur took kave of Eden* 
bower, delighted with the time he 
had fpent there, and poflEblBf^ aU the 
love and efteem he deferred. Mu 
Cowper and Edmund aoeoitipanied him 
as far as Glocefter* At Warwkk he 
viliced his friends^ and heard that Lord 
Sudiey attributed to him his ccfcue horn 
the a^affins who attempted bisliie,aicrib» 
kig Edmund's reference for his name 
to the fteward as a point of deiicacy <ni 
the part of Arthur. The two men who 
attacked him had not been difcovered^but 
were fufpedtcd to be the father and bio* 
ther of a girl who having been induced 
by bribery the year before, to faerifice 
her virtue to Lord Sudky, bad died of 
ihame and grief. Her brother had come 
from z diftant part of England, to fpeod 

ah*ttle 



n licde time with fab friends, bad dropped 
iome threatmng words, sod the verjr 
moniag of the attack, he fet out to re- 
Mrn to his pari(h, accompanied by his 
father. Arthur himfelf thought this verjr 
likely; and in talkbg of the affair, took 
pains to give Edmund all the praife of 
the brave a£kion by which Lord Sudley 
had been fiivedi neither at Warwick 
lM>r Coventry, did he hear any thing of 
Lady Sudlcy> and he arrived fafe at the 
Parfonage, glowing with renovated health 
wad family aflPc&iom His reception 
was del^htful to his heart: Aubrey and 
his mother did not appear to know that 
he had ever fallen into error, and their 
joy on beholding his healthy looks and 
unclouded countenance, was a lively 
pledge of their undiminiibed love. His 
fillers and Arthur William prefled him 
in their arms, and Senfitive (hook him 
cordially by the h«nd. He was inforaw 

ed 
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cd of all that had pafied at Maricoh ia 
hisabfence, and. he recounted the pica- 
fiires he had enjoyed at Mclford, fondly 
dwelling on the virtues of his friend Ed- 
naundy and on the lovelincfs of his lifter. 
Senfitive's (ketches of the country, and 
the likencflcs he had taken of the family 
gratified him highly, and he was hinrifelf 
foon added to the group. Charles ftaid 
at the Parfonage full ten days after his 
arrival, made him his friend, and de- ' 
clared to him his intentions refpefting 
Arthurina, if in the courfc of his next 
vifit he had reafon to believe (he would 
be happy with him. Arthur was made 
aware of the alteration that had taken 
place among fomc of his acquaintance, 
in confcquencc of Emily's declining 
Colonel Spicer's addreffcs, and it was 
Botlong before he perceived it him- 
fclfi but as the fupporters of the Spiccr 
animofity were not the moft kkd: of 

the 
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the inhabitants, he czCily concurred with 
the reft of his family in bearing the mor- 
tification ftoically. The Colonel himfclfi 
holding it beneath him to fhew any anger 
on the occafion^ had fet out foon after 
for London> leaving his mother and (ifter 
to frown down the Aubreys, but unhap- 
pily for thofe two accompliftied ladies, 
the fad effcfts of their ire were felt only 
at Spicer-Hall. At the parfonage, new 
happinefs poured in with Arthur's return 
in perfed health, and it was only inter- 
rupted by the departure of the amiable 
Charles Senfitive, who, however, pro- 
mifed to pay Mariton another vifit ere 
long. 

The very morning that he left them, 
Arthur had a converfation with Aubrey, 
on all that had palled in his mind previ- 
ous to his ficknefs, and finc^ his recovery 
His father expatiated with warmth on 
the nature of criminal attachments gene- 

VOL.. IV. H rally. 



1^6 AUBREY. 

Tally, but with mUdncfs on that of wbicli 
he had repented. When Arthur avowed 
Ws attachment to Ednnund's filler, Au- 
brey > far from reprcfling it, anxioufly 
affured him thiit nothing could give him 
greater fatisfadlion than to fee them uni- 
ted, at the fame time, he applauded his 
refolution in forbearing to fpcak of his 
feelings to Mifs Smyth. "Competence 
«« you know, my dear Arthur,*' faid he, 
•< is indirpcnfable to a happy marriage j 
<*but whether that competence artfe 
*< from patrimonial fortune, or from 
^« indtiftry,is perhaps of little importance, 
<• The far greater part of mankind fup- 
« port their families by the latter. With 
« your education and the fentiments you 
«* haveimbibed,amodeoflivingbecomcs 

•' neceflary, ^which alters the nature of 
« competence. The induftry that will 
<« fupply the wants of animal exiftence, 
« will not afibrd that maintenance to the 

•* mind 
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*« mind which no gencleman can difpenfe 
«« with ifu the rearing of a fandiljr^ and 
*^ ufhbfe means therefore muft reach 
** beyond the provifion of meat^fire^ ani 
** ctotkes: The intelteaudl neccflarlefc 6f 
^^ life, however, fortunately fequife nd 
** great extenfion of the idea of compc- 
^' tence ; all that is requifite to inforM 
^* the undcrftanding and wfine (he foul^ 
^< may be obtaijied within almoift at naf- 
«^ row acott){>a(s as the common comforts 
<* of phyfical exigence ; it is otAy th* 
^^ gradfication ofulih'mited pactions that 
•* demands a fund of wealth. For a ' 
<* fingle man much kfs is required thaii 
♦^ for a family. You have rtot this 
•• competence, Arthur; Aetthcr has Mifs 
*' Smyth, and yet I do not bid you rcflga 
«« all hope of a union t becaufe, having 
*• youth and abilities in your favour, you 
^ may, by fucceft in a profcflron, attain 
"^^ a fufficfent income td juftify your 

H 2 *^ marriage 5 
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<« marriage ; but this is all the encouragc- 
" mcnt I can give you. Dctcgninc foon 
«* on fome employment j be patient, and 
*« refolve nobly not to entangle the ob- 
"jc6k of your affcdion in a fniitlcfs 
" paffion i be filent on the fubjcft to 
5' her, till you arc certain of maintaining 
«• her with comfort/'— ^« Oh, Sir," faid 

• 

Arthur, «* you are fo good, fo indulgent, 
<^ there is no exertion I will not make 
5' to convince you of its being the firft 
^' defire of my mind to be worthy of 
** you : but it is a long time to look for- 
<< ward before my ability to maintain 
<^ her can be afcertained, and in the 
" meantime I may lofe her/'—" It is a 
*' hazard you muft run to be worthy of 
" her," replied Aubrey, " but you arc 
*' both young, and your minds are pro- 
^^ bably fo congenial, that without any 
*' formal contrad you need not defpair of 
<^ being happy. At all events, it is ab- 

*' folutely 
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'^ folutcly ncccffaryjthat you (hould bend 
«« your mind on ftudies that may enable 
** ycMj to enfurc the competence on 
** which your hopes depend: do this, 
«* my dear boy, and leave the reft to 
•^ Providence." Arthur declared his 
firai refolution to follow Aubrey's advice, 
and then in the mod delicate and anxious 
manner, he communicated his difcovery 
of his friend Edmund's paQlon for£mily> 
and ftrongly pleaded with his father to 
be propitious to it^ and to endeavour to 
iectle an alliance with Mr. Cowper. 
*« Edmund^ my dear Sir> * faid he, •* is 
<< already poflefled of the power of ii>- 
<^ furing a competence. Befides a fund 
<* of learning and information fuperior 
*« to thofe of moft young men of the 
<^ firft families^ he has attairled a degree 
« of praftical- knowledge of agriculture, 
<< that will enable him to undertake the 
^* management of cattle and land,c dnd 

B J *' a* 
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«'as foon as his uncle fettles him, 

« there is not a doubt that he wiB thrive.** 

— *• This is true/* faid Aubrey, *« but 

•• confider that Edmund has already a 

" family to fupport. Cowper^s circum- 

" fiances are limited, that is to lay, 

•* though by his prudence ^ao^ pcrfcvc- 

•* rancc rendered equal to the mainte- 

•* nance of the prefent number he fop- 

•' ports, by no means adequate to the 

<• burden of an additional family : he will 

«• therefore juftly, in gradually placing 

•' his nephew in his own Aocs, cxpe^ of 

<^ him the fupport of Mrs. and MifsSmyth 
^« before every other confidcration. I 
^ know not any man I (hould prefer for 
*^' Emily's hufband, and I am not without 
<< a fufpicion that fee is of my mind, as 
•^ (be rcfufed Rowley, who is in every 
^* refpca unexceptionable : but then (he 
<^ hardly knows it herfelf, for I am fure 
« that (he woukJ, like you, communicate 

"aU 
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•^ an her fcntimcnts: bcfidcs, (he is toa 
^^ ieiinble9.to be led by her heart in ana& 

** fedlionof this nature ^before Ihc is con.- 
*^ vinced that fhc is firft the objeft of it» 
*• I will candidly cell you my fentiments: 
*^ this double alliance would make me 
*^ happy } but I do not think it caGly 4t- 
^ tainable>atlcaft for years to come. Oa 
** the 9f>f hand, ypunuiit be mafter of <^ 
y pFofcflJonf and on the other, I raii(t 
^^ t^e able to add fomcthingto Edmund's 
<^ farm for £mUy» 3^t you have all 
^* youth (Kvyoqr 0de, and 1 fee nothing 
^ inDpoaU>lf in ^0e£tifig it hereafter* 
** You ipqft be diligenr, and I, when 
^ prefented to the Reftory, will not b^ 
•* very flpw in laving a portion for our bex 
^^ loved Emily :. all I a(k is patience an4 
** prudences that you will do nothing in 4 
^* hurry, and nothing at all that will lay ^• 
" foundation for repentance. Be, for the 
^ prefent^ friends as much, and lovers a$- 

»4 *« little: 
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'* little as poffible, and, as I faid before, 
" leave the rcfuk to Providence: many 
" things may occur to accelerate our 
«* wifties,and if it (hould be ukimatclxnc- 
** ceffary to rclinquifh them, there will be 
*' no engagements to enthral and perplex 
^< us, and render misfortune ftill more 
" calamitous.*'—" Your fcntimcnts, mjr 
•' dear father/' faid Arthur, *Urefojuft, 
•* and exprefled fo kindly, that to oppofe 
*' them would be infanity or infenfibility. 
«* As for me, I fully refign myfclf to 
*» your guidance, I will follow your ad- 
«* vice, be my lot what it may: but I 
«* know that Edmund with all his deter- 
'' mination to do and fay nothing that 
^* can tend to create uneafinefs to you 
" or his uncle, will lead a miferable life, 
" unlefs he has a hope of making Emily 
" his own/'—" 1 (hould be afraid,'* 
replied Aubrey, " to give him cncou- 
" ragcment, and it is impoffiblc but 

«* through 
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•* through Mr. Cowpcr: the bcft, thcrc- 
** fore, we can do at prefent is, to let 
** matters remain as they are.*' Arthur 
afiented; and the father and fon, with 
the delightful feelings refulting from, 
candour and love, joined their beloved 
group. J 

When Senfitive left Mariton the fca*- 
ibn was far advanced, and the commen* 
cing fall of leaves proclaimed -the ap- 
proach of winter. In fpite of the indig- 
nant family of the rejedted Colonel, the 
hofpitality prevailing at the Parfoncge, 
and the perfonal attractions of the Au- 
breys, drew together many large, focial 
parties ; and even fome of thofe who- 
firft efpoufed the refentment of the Spi- 
cers appeared to forget the part they 
bad taken, and were well received. No- 
thing remarkable occurred during the 
winter: Arthur profccuted his ftudicsi 
with unufual perfeverancc y the friend- 

H 5 fhip. 
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Ihip wich Cowper and the Smyihs was 
maintained by pleafing correfpondence^ 
and all mention of love wa$ abftained 
from. Unfortunately the bills brought 
in for the expences of the family were 
not diminished ; and the Aubreys again 
refolved to difcover where they crred^ 
and to make thofe retrenchments that 
vere abfolutely neceflary : for the rate 
at which [they were now living was not 
even lefs than they would be entitled to 
do were Aubrey a6tually the redor of 
the i^iriih. The hofpicalicy which dif- 
tinguiflied the Parfonage had exhaufted 
the ftock in the cellar; and it was deter-* 
mined that fome plan fliould be adopted 
to diminifh the confumpcion of iuch ex- 
penfive articles; but certainly Chriftmas^ 
when general feftivities prevailed over 
the countryj was not the time to delibe* 
rate either on that planj or the means of 
putdng it into execution ; therefore^ a 

ilore 



^ore fimilarto the former was ordered 
for the prefcnt, and the difcuffion of the 
cellar plan was adjourned till the fpring. 
This frefh fupply was put in upo[i credit;,. 
as Aubrey had drawn the grcwcr part of 
the remaining feven hundre4 pounds out 
of the hands of his banker, tocjifcharge 
the Michaelmas bills and fomc extra ac« 
counts which had not been forcfeen* 
The taking of credit was at firft attended 
with painful reflexions, but then Aubrey 
had been hitherto a good cuftomer, and 
fliould he be under the ncceflity of living 
a year or even two on credit, it would 
be no injury to the perfon with whom. 
he dealt s for, befiides his pad punifluality 
in large payments, he could always make 
amends by an addition of intereft, and 
future favours, when his fituation ena- 
bled himt The whole winter was fpent 
agreeably, and perhaps not the lefs fo,. 
that the Spiccrs were the greater part of 

H.6 it 
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it in London. The village was not 
troubled by the Caftle ghofts, which had 
defifted from appearing, ever fince the 
hue and cry that was made after them> 
but the villagers never forgot the appa- 
ritions, and the Cadle feldom had vifi- 
tors. Several trips were made to Lei- 
cefter on invitations from Dr. Searlc, in 
whom the Aubreys, every vifit, obfcrvcd 
an evident decreafe of bodily ftrcngth as 
well as mental failure, nor did the pro- 
fpeft of the rcftory diminifh their for- 
row for his decay, becaufc they loved, 
admired^ and venerated him. 

When they took leave of him, after 
fpending a week at his houfe in the be- 
ginning of March, they £u(pe£led that 
they fliould fee him no more, and were 
not furprifcd towards the end of the 
month, at Aubrey's receiving a letter 
from Mrs. Searle, informing him of the 

approach of his diflblution, and that he 

wiihcd 
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wiflied to fee him. Aubrey repaired to 
the Newark without delav> and found 
the worthy old man on the eve of his 
departure from this world. He was 
fitting on an eafy-chair in his bed-room> 
and received Aubrey with a fmile. He 
pcrfcdUy rccollefted his friends, and was 
fully confcious of the awful change he 
was about to make. '' This indeed is 
** friendly/* faid he, taking Aubrey's 
hand, " I wiflicd to bid you farewell 
*« before I left this world, and I would 
'* have had our friend Cowper meet you 
" on this occafion, but I hav« fern for 
*' him too late -, his fitter writes my 
^ niece word, that he is out on one of 
•* his excurfions : had he been apprized 
«* of my fpeedy removal, his benevo* 
*< Icnce would have united with his 
<« fricndfliip to fend him hither. How* 
** ever, we (hall all meet by and by^. and 

ia 



^* in the mean time I charge you witiirm]r 
♦* blefling to hill).** He then inquired 
affcdkionatcl^ for Aubrey's family^ and 
prayed for their profperity and happi* 
ne($. He paufed frequently in fpeakingi, 
guying hia friend an opportunity of 
making kind and confolatory obferva* 
rionSk Not being able to fit up long at 
a time, he convcrfed with bim in bed, 
to which he was reconveyed foon after 
Aubrey came in^ He talked of his hopes 
in another ftate of cxiftcncc, with the 
i^hearfulncfs of certainty.. <*God/'faid hci 
«< ha^ graci9u% granted n?e a large por- 
f^ tion of teipporal life : take it ajrogcr 
** ther, I truft it has not been ill fpept; 
«* with whatever fins and frailties it ipay 
«' be fpotjed, 1 have the ftrongcft hope 
y thai r^p^ni^fice ami a lively faith 19 
« the prwoifcp of th^ Saviour of th9 

*' WWW, w^l yijc^wiie m W the hen? vQf 
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f ^ lent effc(5ls of h}^ greats hU glorious 

** paflion. I have no heavy . erifne 

** weighing on my heart, and when I 

•** took the faGracnent yeftcrday^ I feic 

** my foul renovated wiih hope and he»»- 

^^ veoly joy. I am now more dun eon«< 

*^ tent to die : I have in view th^ wonders 

«* and the blifs of death : though my 

«* Ijeartistoo feeble to pant for them, my 

*< fpirit does.** Mrs. Scarlc begged 

him not to exhauft himfijlf— " Well, I 

*« will not my love/' replied he, " and 

^* indeed I feel my felf faint. I will fleep 

** a little : we (hall perhaps have another 

*' day together to-morrow : if not, I 

** will pray for you in heaven. Death 

** is not grievous to thofe who fee God 

** in it.*' He clofed his eyes and foon 

fell afleep : he flept fweetly, and awokp 

no more. 

When men die like Dr. Scarle, they 
difpel the gloom of death, and almofl: 

ftiew 
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fhew him fair and beautiful; That 
Powcr> 

" Whom fofceyed pity oBceled down from Heareo^, 
Smooths the lad bed with pioas hope and joy: 
Inhere props feeble Nature, calms all her fears. 
Wakes dl her hopes, andanimaftsher faith. 
Till the rapt foul, anticipatiog Heaven, • 

Burfls from the thraldom of incumb 'ring day,. 
And on the wing of ecflafy upborne 
Springs into liberty, and light, and life. *'' 

• Portent. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

Dr. Searle*s WilL State of Aubrey* s Finances* 

Arthur* 5 Cholci of a ProfeJJion, A Letter 

from Senjitive, Prefentation of the Re£lory. 

Family AffkHton. Arrival of Sinjitivi* Tbi 

Aubreys confirmed at the Parfonage. 

Though Dr. Scarlc was fulljr matured 
for Heaven, and his releafe from earth 
had been long expefted, the tear due to 
departed worth followed him to the 
grave. Mrs. Searle and Amelia loved 
their uncle, and lamented his feparation 
from them ; but his great age, his vir« 
tues, and " his hold on Heaven," pre- 
fcnted ftrong motives of confolatioh to 
them and his other friends, and recon- 
ciled them to the mandate that called 

him 
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him from them. By the do6lor*i5 will 
the bulk of bis property was left co Mrs. 
Searle and Amelia> and a portion of it 
was devoted to charitable purpofes and 
friendly legacies. To Aubrey he left 
all the antique furniture at the Parfon^ 
age, with twenty pounds to purcbafe- 
mourning-rings for all the family.. To 
Mr. Cowpcr be kft a fum of qne xh^vt- 
fand poumls for hin^elf, and anotder 
thoufand to be difpofed of by him ac« 
cording to the fpirit of bh bcocvoknc 
plan. Aubrey would have brought Mrs» 
Aubrey to ftay with. Mra. Scark for 
feme time } but the lattev decUaed tbt 
ofitr, both as (be knew that it would be 
inconvenient to her ta leave her familyi. 
and as there was ao old friend of ker's 
engaged to come to her i he therefore 
took &Q affeStonate leave of her» a^ 
seturo^d to M^riton. 

■ 
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However afKeded by the diflblutson of 
the good^ friendly, old man» Aubrey was 
not forgetful of the intereft of bis famil]i 
in the rcverfionary hope of the rcftory^ 
and^ as foon as the death of the r^dor 
4:ould be communicated wich certainty^ 
he wrote a letter on the fybjeck to Lord 
Aynsford^ and another to Charles Stn£u 
tivc. In the firft he merely informed 
his lordlhip, that the time wais arrived 
for the performance of his promifc : in 
the other, he begged Senfuive to loie 
not a moment in learning whcf^ the earl 
wasy that there might be no room left 
for fufpcnce. At the Parfooage^ the 
grief for the death of Dr. Searle was unt- 
feigned, nor was it incompatible wich 
the pleafing^expedationsattendantonAu-. 
brey 's fucceffion. The Aubreys comme- 
morated his getieral yiriues> and dwelt 
with fatisfaftion on the particular proo& 
of his regard to them j but this did not 

prevent 
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prevent their enjoying the poflcffion of a 
good, the profpcft of which they had 
contemplated before they knew him. 
Unaflbciated in ideas with the death of 
a friend, nothing could be more fortu- 
nate than the prefcntment to the rec- 
tory, at a time when their finances were 
not only exhaufted, but their crcdk 
deeply involved. By Chriftmas, Aubrey 
had drawn his whole fund out of the 
hands of his banker, and at Lady-day he 
was a full quarter in arrear to all his 
cradefmen^ over and above the flock of 
liquors with which his cellar had been 
replenished. Could any things then, be 
more providential, than the accefiion of 
a revenue of twelve hundred a-year? 
With all their economical refolutions on 
their arrival at Maritqp, they had not 
been able to live much under the iiv* 
come arifing from the rcdloryi and, 

what would have become of them i» 

another 



A U B R E y, 165 

another year had this not fallen in ? Af- 
ter praifing and lamenting the late in- 
cumbent, they congratulated one another 
on the timely vacancy for his fucceflbr, 
and entered into new refolutions refpec* 
ting their future expences. 

In a few days, Aubrey received a let- 
ter from Senfitive, informing him that 
Lord Aynsford was not in the kingdom^ 
but that he was expe6ted fhortly ; and 
that Aubrey's letter from Lcicefter had 
been imcnediately forwarded to him:, by 
the earl's agent, whom Senfitive had 
feen. This inteUigence was a little vex- 
atious ; but> as the delay prckluced no 
doubt, the Aubreys were eafily fatisficd 
CO wait with patience the arrival of Lord 
Aynsford, or his reply to the letter Au- 
brey had written, which they were furc 
-would be fent z$ foon as pofTible. In 
jthc mean time, two objcAs principally 
engaged Aubrey's attention : a full and 

exaft 
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€xa<3: ftatcmcnt of his afFairs, and iht 
decifion of a profcflion for Arthur. He 
accordingly cailed in all his bills of every 
kind> thofc in London as well as thole tit 
the country, and, on calling up the to- 
tals, found himfelf feven hundred pounds 
in debt. 

With rcfpcft to Arthur, having read 
the elements of theology and fe veral po- 
lemic writingfi, having examined the 
theories of mediciae, and peruled fome 
of the works of Sydenham, Mead) 
Brown, and Cullen, and having gon^ 
through the Commentaries of Black- 
ftone with great attention, he declared 
himfelf in favour of the law. He (aid* 
that divinity and ethics were to him the 
mod capdvating ftudies { he conceived, 
however, the duty of a minifter not 
only arduous, but, in the prcfcnt ftatc 
of fociety, almoft impradicable j and, 
as a proof, he cited the experience of 
3 • his 
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his father^ who, inclined as he was to 
difchargc the paftoral office with the 
confcientioufncfs of an apoftle, was de- 
barred by the rules of polite converfa- 
tion from introducing the toprcs of his 
profcfllon i and who had learned to con* 
fider it as a compliment to himfelf, that 
the jefts of freethinking^ and profane talk 
were abfVained from in his prefence: 
and, as to the lower claflfes of fociety i 
thofe who felt a degree of independence 
looked with a jealous ejrc on the claimer 
of tithes and dues ; while the poor, con- 
Arained in the prefence of a fuperior, 
confidcred the vi(it of the mintft^r as the 
intrufion of a fpy upon their conduft. 
Aubrey allowed the juftnefs of Arthur's 
obfcrvations 5 but, at the lame time, re- 
marked, that thefe difficulties, arifing 
from the nature of men in the prefent 
ftate of fociety, afforded no good reafon 
for turning away from the adminiftratioh 

of 
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of the divine office, but rather the rc- 
verfe j for it is to conquer difficulties 
that men are called upon to undertake 
it ; and, though he himfelf was not (o 
fuccefsful as he wiffied, yet the fuccciSvc 
miniftry of the Greys at Melford, was 
proof of what might be cfFcftcd by piety 
and perfcverance. He confcflcd, how- 
ever, that it was a very ferious charge, 
and that no one (hould be permitted to 
take it upon himfelf who did not feel an 
ardent define to be aftivc in promoting 
the fpiritual amelioration of mankind. 

Next to divinity and ethics, Arthur 
was of opinion that the fcicncc of medi- 
cine was moft bewitching : of thofe the 
health and falvation of the foul were the 
objeds } of this the health of the body, 
and the foul's continuance in union with 
ir. It was built upon a variety of know- 
ledge of the moft delightful kind : ana- 
tomy, botany, chcmiftry, natural hif- 

tory, 
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lory atid philofophy, cfFefl^ of phyfical 
caufes on the mind, and of mental ones 
on the body. A phyfician, uniting great 
Ikill with piety and virtue, was one of 
the firft of charaftcrs among men, and 
participated in an eminent degree of the 
divine nature j but it was the moft diffi- 
cult of any to form, and the difcharge of 
its duties the mod: delicate and alarm- 
ing. In 'divinity, the refponfibility of 
its profeffor is not fo great, or, rather, 
the nicety of his judgment is not Co im- 
portant ; it is rarely to be attributed to 
Kim that the foul finks into corruption, 
depravity, and perdition j but the flight- 
eft error in a medical cafe often con- 
firms difeafe of extinguiOies life itfelf. 
Medical profcflbrs, who praftife in de- 
fiance of confcious ignorance and inabi- 
' lity, may give thcmfclves what title they 
•pieafe, but their true appellation is rcgil- 
tered in Heaven, and not unfrcquently 
VOL. IV. i in 
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in the calendars of date prifons. Aubrey 
thought that Arthur refined - too much. 
It was rare, if ever, that men unquali- 
fied for the praiSticc.of phyfic obtained 
a diploma » and, on dubious cafes, phy- 
ficians had always opportunities of cort- 
fulting one another. He thought there 
was a better objeftion to the profeffioa 
than what was advanced byhis fon, and 
that was, the reludance of the fick to 
truft themfelves to any but thofe ad- 
vanced in life, conceiving experience 
. neceflary to perfcA theory: he was there- 
fore content that Arthur ihould pafs over 
the profefllon of medicine. 

The law was a wide field, a. profeffioa 
in which confcience was not even rc- 
, quired to have any operation ihort of the 
bench; for it had been an eftabli(hed 
maxim from the ages of antiquity, that 
every lawyer was bound, right or wrongs 
to do his bed for his client. It was a 

profeflioti 
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rproftidion both profitable and honouf- 
ablc, and the members of it were fjmc- 
'times ieen to make then* way early: 
Arthur, therefore, deUghted with the 
ftilc of the Commentaries, and with the 
fund . of information he had obraincd 
from them, decided for the bar: nor 
was Aubrey difappoitited j fqr, of the 
three learned profeffions^ he thought 
Arthur beft fuited to the hw. Thp 
cxpence, indeed, of (ludying the various 
branches of it would be heavy, but he 
ihould now be enabled to make that 
exertion ; and it was determined that his 
name Ihould be immediately entered at 
Lincoln's Inn, where he fhould attend 
his terms, though for the next two years 
of his life he ihould ftudy at Camr 
bridge ; after which he Ihould refide in 
town, to attend offices and the courts, 
and be called to the bar when he was 
four-and-twcnty, a proper age to com- 

X 2 mencc 
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mence his career. The time appeared 
not very long to Arthur, when he 
thought of it as preparatory to a profcf- 
fjon : he fometimcs, however, combined 
it in idea with Harriet; then did it fccm 
an age; bur, in heaving a figh to love^ 
he rcfolved by pcrfcverancc to be 
worthy of it. 

A fortnight'had now elapfed iince the 
death of Dr. Searle, and there were no 
tidings of Lord Aynsford. Aubrey had 
preached a pathetic funeral fermon id 
honour of his late friend, and cared not 
how foon he preached on his own induc«- 
tion i but he was doomed to extend his 
patience ftill another fortnight, during 
which he continued to do the duty of 
the church with the greateft regularity. 
About a month after he had written to 
the earl, Caefar one morning brought 
J)im in two letters, the fupcrfcription of 

sonc 
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one of which being in Scnfitivc*s hand,. 
he opened fir ft^ and read as follows ; 

" My dear Friend, 
«• I have watched Lord Aynsford's. 
••' door for this fortnight paft, as a cat 
*^ does a moufe, . and I at length can in- 
*•* form you that he is arrived. He. 
** came this morniDg.^ but I have en* 
'^ deavoured in vain to fee him : I trufl:^ 
*' Tiowever, that he writes to you by^ 
*^ this.poft.r I am anxious to hear of 
*♦ your prefermenti and beg you will- 
^* not delay a moment writing to me 
'•^ when you receive the carl's letter. 
*• How are. you all?. Tell Emily that 
*^ Ihe has not broke Col. Spjiccr^s heart: 
*^ I> have fcen him^ twice this* week i 
** the firft time in extafies at the operaj; 
** coquetting with a woman of falhion;. 
*• and the lafl:, laughing loud in a paftry- 
*« cook'^ (hop. in St. James's- ftreet, at 

13 "the 
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** the fight of a feeble, old woman in pur-- 
«* fuitofherjack-afs. How could Em ify 
«* rcfufc fuch a colonel ? Tell my apt 
'* pupil that I think of her conftantly, 
*• and hope to give her fomc new leflbns- 
" ere the month of May be over. Arthur 
*' will be forry to hear that his friend 
** Sir Kit Keeping*s nofc is grown red ^ 
" the baronet is as fafhionablc as ever 
•< notwithftanding. Adieu! Remcm- 
** ber nae affeftionately to Mrs. Aubrey ;. 
*^ and tell Arthur- William that I have 
*' bought fome very nice ftiidies for 
«* him. 

*• Yours finccrcly, 

• • • 

*^ Charles Sensitive.*' 

Fond as they all were of Scnfitive, 
they were eager to get through his letter 
the moment they heard that Lord Aynf- 
ford was arrived ; for they concluded on 
the probability of the other letter being 

from 
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ffotti the carl j and Mrs, Aubrey, at th« 
pafTage in Senritive's, mentioning his 
being cotnc, cried, ** Read the other 
•** letter firft:*' but Aubrey had the pa- 
tience to finilh S^nfitive's : -then lotting 
ftt the fopeffcripcion of the other, ob* 
C^rtd that it was not from Lord Aynf- 
fbrd, for it was not franked. He broke 
the feiah it was from the R^vi. Drw 
Bowes,' whom Aubrey had often met at 
Lord Aynafdrd's. It was Ihort; he 
glanced it through, turned pale, doled 
it> and would have put it into hi^ pocker^ 
had not Mrs. Aubrey caught^ his -hand* 
«« What is the matttr ?•* cried fli« ; 
' this fiidden pale'nefs, this attempt to 
put up the letters what do they tell 
«« me?" — « Oh, my Emily I" ex- 
claimed Aubrey; *' oh,^ my children!" 
He could fay no more. Mrs. Aubrey 
read the letter to hcrfclf, threw it on the 
table^ and was filcnt i it was the fikncc 
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of wild amazeoient. Arthur took up 
the letter^ and caft his eye over iCj 
Emily and Arriiurina looking on : 
•' Good God !" exclaimed Arthur, his 
brow knit, his hair (landing an end, 
while the blood forfook the cheeks of his 
jGfters, and left them as pale as Aubrey ^ 
who had now thrown his right hand 
acrofs his bread, and raifed his left hand 
to his forehead. " Now, what ails you 
«^ all ?" cried Arthur-William, drawing 
the letter to him from the place where 
bis brother had thrown it,, and which he 
read aloud> with Icfs difmay than the 
filent glancing it over had fpread through 
the reft of the family. It was briefly 
this : 

•' Sir, 

'' Being prefcnted by the Earl of 
** Aynsford to the redory of Mariton, 
«« I (hall immediately apply to the bifbop 

i'of 
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cc of* * for inftitution, and proceed v/lth* 
** out delay to the pari(h for the purpofc 
*f of indudtion. There will be no oc» 
«* cafion for you to put yourfclf to the 
'< lead inconveniencCj as I can lodge at 
" an inn while my prefencc may be ne- 
*^ ceflary at Mariton ; and^ as I mean 
«* to rcfide at my prior benefice, I (hall 
** make no objedlion, if you wilh it, to 
<' your continuance in the church as my 
•* curate, lam, fir, 

** Yourihumble ftrvant, 

" Rich. Bowes.", 

Thus, at one blow, were all the hopes 
of the Aubreys crufiied : the payment of 
debts, the enabling of Arthur to purfue 
the profefllon he had chofen, the accu* 
iDulating of portions for his fifters, a 
.comfortable cxiftence — all gone! va« 
nilhedfrom their viewj and, inftead, 
appeared cmbarrafifmenr, poverty, and 

* 1 5 morti- 
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mortification. The Aubreys were at 
firft too much confounded to give utter- 
ance to their confternation. Aubrey 
again took up Dr. Bowes's letter : after 
looking at it for fome minutes> he re- 
peated from it—" prcfented by the Earl 
« of Aynsford!'* Arthur, who was now 
flowly pacing up and down the [room, 
cried « Villain !" Mrs. Aubrey fat 
ftupified : Emily and Arthurina anxioufly 
watched their father's dountenance i 
Arthur-^WilKam faw diftreft piaintcd in 
it, and was filcnt. At length Aubrey 
exclaimed : *' I am too certainly awake; 
" my dream of happincfs is for ever 
** fled; I am roufed to be fcnfible of 
^^ ruin.'.'-—** I can hardly believe my 
** fenfcs,^' faid Mrs Aubrey j " how can 
«* it be ? ^There is fome miftake ; Lord 
<« Aynsford can never be fo confummarc 
<« a villain. Write, my dear Aubreys, 
ff immediately, and imjuire into it.!'.r- 

« Dear 
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** Dear Emily/' replied Aubrey, *^ have 
** I not already written ? Was not I the 
•^'firft: who informed Lord Aynsford 
*' of the death of Dr. Searle ?"— *^ Did 
** the earl promifc you pofitively ?" faid 
Mrs. Aubrey. — " Pofitively/' replied 
Aubrey, " if a voluntary offer on his 
*' part, and a grateful acceptance on 
" mine, is pofitive. ^ Nay more, you 
" may remember that I told you at the 
'• time, he urged me to look forward to 
•^ a bifliopric.''— " What do you mean 
^' to do?" faid Mrs. Aubrey; " will 
you not cxpofe his bafcnefs ?'*— " A- 
las 1 my dear Emily," replied he, *' of 
** what avail will it be ? ' A queftion 
*' which is anfwered in one line of 

« 

•• Senfiiivc's letter, where he tells us, 
*« that Sir Kit Keeping is as fafhionablc 
<* as ever. Was not his bafcnefs pub- 
" licly expofed ? Wo, my love! reverige 
*J is not in our power j and, if it were, 
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" we would be fupcrior to it. Though 
*' Lord Aynsford is bafe^ I am not with- 
«* out blame : he has been falfc, I have 
" been foblifh i for is it not extreme 
** folly to live on expedkation ? Had I 
•* been commonly prudent, had I taught 
*' you to contemplate the poffibility of a 
« difappointment, and to live accor- 
" dingly, we (hould none of us have 
*' felt this blow fo fcverely. They who 
•f cannot k arn wifdom from the mild 
" diftates of Reafon, muft fubrait to 
** have it forced upon them by the rough 
'* hand of Experience. I, my dear 
" Emily, I alone am now to blame, and 
** it is the will of Providence that wc 
•* ftiould fuffcr for it 5 yes, that you, 
«* my love, and you, my dear childrenj 
•* fhpuld fuffcr for it : for, however in- 
f« confident with the goodnefs of God 
«* the conclufion of the fecond com- 
f* mandment has been thought, it is in 

«' faa 



AUBREY. ill 

•' faft nothing more than a fimple de- 
" claration of the nature of things. Chil- 
'* dren are naturally involved in the er- 
" rors, I will not (hock you by faying 
^' fins on this occafion, of their parents 5 
*• and what wonder is it that the vifita- 
** tion fhould defcend to the third and 
*« fourth generation ? But let us take cou- 
** rage j for we know that we love our 
" Chaftifer, and we may hope, when he 
^* has purified us a little more, that he 
*' will fhow his mercy to us."—" I can- 
" not fee how you arc to blame,*' faid 
Mrs. Aubrey, " for relying on the faith 
" of a man who profcflcd fuch friend- 
** fhip for you, and I am fure no man on 
•• earth was ever actuated by purer mo» 
** tives and intentions than you ever 
*' were 5 I cannot, therefore, bear to 
<* hear you ccnfurc yourfelf in this man. 
" ner. If there be any blame, it is ours 
l^ more than yours, inffucnced as you 

*' ever 
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" ever are by your afFcftion for q«/' 

The tears, which had rifen gently to the, 

eyes of Emily and Arthurina, ran down 

their cheeks, when their mother fpoke 

in this manner. " Indeed, indeed, papa,'* 

cried Emily, " you are not to blame: 

" pray, do not blame yourfclf; pray let 

*^ us be happy in fpite of every thing? 

** the poorer we are the more we Ihall 

" love one another."—" My dear girl,** 

faid Aubrey, " love is a grand rcfourcci 

" and, while we continue united, we can, 

** never be very unhappy. It is fruitlcfs 

" to complain ; we muft yield to the 

*' will of Providence ; and all that we 

" have now to do is to live as the family 

" of the curate of Mariton, and no 

** longer like that of the rcftor. Come 

*' Emily, my love," continued he, ad- 

dreffing Mrs. Aubrey, «' recover your- 

"felfi let us fubmit to this calamity 

f * with bccombg refignation i and let u^ 

«• imme- 
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^< Immediately fee about thofe reforms 
^^ and retrenchments that will enable us 
*' to live within the ftipend of the cu- 
** racy. The fituation will be novel to 
" us 5 but let us remember that there arc 
** many clergymen ferving curacies for a 
*^ lefs income; and let us endeavour to 
** find out the fccrct by which they con- 
** trive to live with large ^milies^ and 
«' fupport the dignity of a gentleman.'* 
•— " It will, I fear, be diiScult to difco- 
^* ver/' replied Mrs. Aubrey ; " and 
*' here more difficult than any where 
€€ clfc." — ** You will have to brunt the 
** fneers and brutality of the Spicers and 
<« fome others/* faid Aubrey 5 ." but, as 
«* Cowpcr told usj before he knew of 
«^ Lord Aynsford's promife, we fhall 
•* ftill have a good houfe over our heads, 
^' a garden that will yield us vegetables 
^« and fruit, and fome money to buy 

fH bread, clothes, and firing i and, I may 

« add. 






1B4 AUBREY- 

" add, wc (hall be favcd the cxpcticc op 
a removal: then furcly wc have fuffii^ 
cicnt ftrcngth of mind> and a fufficicnt 
" ftock of love amongft U5,xa turn afidc 
" the (hafts of malice, and to render ur 
" indifferent to the contumely of pride. 
" Come Emily, come my children, let 
" us rally our powers. It is no wonder 
•* that this unexpected blow fhould have 
** thrown us into confufion j but we will 
•* not yield to it ; wc will imitate fome 
*' of the great examples we have ad- 
" mired in our books, and be the v/or- 
** thicr of eftecm for adver(icy/* Mrs* 
Aubrey looked at him with new dclighti 
and in filcnce gave him hqr hand, as the 
tear of mingling pity and admiration 
dropped upon her cheek. Arthur, who 
was near her, ki(rtd it off*, and vowed to 
devote his life to the happinefs of the 
family. " You muft fend me abroad^ 
fir/' faid he to his father^ ^* in queft of 

'< fortune } 



^^ fortune ; others as poor as my (elf 
** have fucceeded>, and' why not I ? The 
^ Indies, Eafbor Weftj hold up hope to 
*^ adventurers^ and who knows but I 
^ ihay find the road much fhorter ta 
«* profperity than tha€ I had chofcn."— • 
*• Wc will think how we may aft for 
•* the beft> my dear boy," replied hi* 
&ther^ prefling hk hand<i <^ and he that 
** fees our hearts will remove our diffi- 
•* culties,. or aid us to fupport them." 

Thus, confoled by family affeftions 
and the purity of their intentions, the 
Aubreys rcfolvcd to be the firft to re- 
port the difappointment of their hopeSj 
that it might be known before the arri- 
val of Dr. Bowes: and, while Aubrey 
ftaid at home to write to him and to 
Scnfitivc, Mrs. Aubrey and the girls 
called on fome of their friends to an- 
nounce the change that had taken place. 
Arthur intended at firft to accompany 

his 
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his mother and fifters; but,, while tfaejr 
were putting on their things^ bis thoughts 
ftrayed to Eden-bower,, and be remained 
at home to write to Edmund; As con* 
fidcnce and candour were no lefs prixed 
at Eden«*bower than ae the Parfonagev 
Arthur having dtffcraiined not co com«^ 
municate his admifMion ^ &K6 Scaydt 
to her unde» never cneniioiied her vc^ 
his cor refpondenoe with Ednnmd more 
particularly than the reft of the family i 
and| as matters were arranged with Axu 
brey, he thought it beft to confine M 
information refpe&rng Emily to- barefy 
faying, " My fifters and I tallc of you 
*^- with the greateft intcreft andrcgard.**' 
In bis prefent letter, after relating the 
difappointment and fituation of bis fa- 
mily, he added, that heeftccmed himfclf 
fortunate in 04ie refpeft, but that it was 
a fubject of a delicate nature, and he 
fliould not enter upon it. He knew 

that' 



thathis^ friend would rctdtly guefs that 
it was a comfort to hkti not to have ia^ 
¥olvcd Harriet in an engagement or aT* 
fe^on whkh noW" could only have beeft^ 
ipcplete with ttiifer/^. and he abftained 
from bblng, more particular, . that £d#) 
muhd ftiigbc not be under the necetTitf 
of drawing ht» paflion from the oblivioA 
to which itwae now con6gne<!U 

. Aubrejr, in his letter to Dr» Bowcs> 
congratulated' him on his preferment^, 
without deigning to mention Lord Aynd 
ford^ and invited him to take up his 
abode at the Par fonage^ which would noe 
be attended wkh the flighted inconv^« 
nience :: he alio declared his wifti of re-* 
inaining ia the curacy. To Scnficivc 
he wrote at large,, and poured out the 
feelings of his heart. Mrs. Aubrey and 
ihe girls returned' home in confidcrable 
Ipirits, having been cheered by the fmiles 
0f their friends and the encouraging re- 
marks 
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marks ufoally made on fuch occa(ions9;r 
and a kind of calm enfued at the Parfon- 
agc^ which was at firft rather the lull of 
fbfpended fcnfibilky than the tranquil 
ei)joyihcnt of rcpofe. In ar few days 
Seniitive arrived at Mariton, and> at the 
end of the week> was* followed- by Dr. 
Bdwesy who accepted Aubrey's invita- 
tion^ and ftaid at the re&ory while it was^ 
oeccflfary for hinr to be in the pari/b* 
Being fbrnnally indufled, he read the ar- 
ticles in^ die church- on Sunday, and 
prcachedi and on' Monday* and Tiicfday 
he received vifits from his pari(hioners,< 
many of whom Aubrey invited to din© 
with him. 

The doftor had little condcfccnfion m 
his manners -, he received civilities as if 
be conferred obligation in admitting 
litem. The haughtincfs of his mind 
was fully denoted in the height, corpu- 
lency,* and. crcftnefs of his picrfon, as 

well 



AUBREY. rO^ 

wrcW as by the confequential air of his 
fCountenance. He feldom fmiled or 
^ipoke in the morning; but a good din- 
ner excited good humour^ aiid be con* 
dcfccnded to praife Aubrey^s wine. The 
parilhibners were iiot at all prepoflefled 
in his favour^ and were notxnuch grieved 
to receive the apology he deigned to 
make for not refiding among them. Au- 
brey fcrupled not to complain to him of 
theunfair conduct of his patron^ whom 
he reprefcnted as having difappointed 
-him moft grofsly, after fuffcring him to 
live two years in hopes of the prefentation. 
^« rU tell you how that is," faid the dodbor; 
^^ you miftook each other: my lord talked 
*^ to me about it, and (hewed meyour let- 
*< ter : the whole matter is, ^yeu miftook 
<' each other."—** I could never miftakc 
^.< the pofitive offer he : made me of the 
*« benefice.'*—" That was before he was 
^* aware of your uncle's will."—" Then 

"he 



«^ he ihould have told mc if (He Icnow^ 

« ledge of it caufcd an alteration of hk 

** purpofc."*— '^^ Why, that was implied 

"^^ in what he had previoufly faid.**— 

« In>plied ! how ?"— «' Did not he fay 

^< that it was with a view of adding 

** ftrength and weight to his con- 

•« ncxions ?'*—•* I remember he did." 

^mmm^< Wellj then 1 when the trafe was fe 

<< clearly altered, was not the offer in*- 

*< volvcd in its fate?"— .^* 1 wifli be 

<« had been explicit/'—" That woirid 

^ have been indelicate, and Lord Aynt 

<^ ford is incapable of indelicacy* I 

^ affure you, Mr. Aubrey^ he expre^Rrs 

<' a great regard for you ; and he told 

«< me to find an opportunity of cxplain- 

<« ing this matter to you. You fee it 

^ was a miftake.*'— ^ Ycs^ fir, a tnc* 

<« lancholy one to me.** Aubrey pur- 

fued the fubjeft no fartliers and, on 

Wednefday morning, Dr« Bowes fa 

out 



<Kmt on his return to town, leaving him 
.'ilill in pofTeflion of the curacy of Ma* 
rricoo* 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

Senftbility. Alteration at the Parfinage. Ex- 
iraordlnary Apparition at Leicefter, Mr* 
Cowpe/s Adventure at Okebam. Arrival at 
Mariton. Refolution refpeHing Smyth. The 
Gho/ls of the Cafile. 

Sensitive remained at the parfonage to 
partake the regret of his friends, and to 
afford them all the confolation in his 
power. No fooner had he received 
Aubrey's letter, than he potted to the 
Earl of Aynsford's to inquire into the 
caufe of his difappointment ; but, find- 
ing it impofiible to gain admittance, he 
returned home, ordered his fcrvant to 
pack up a portmanteau for him, and fct 
QUt that very day for Lciccftcrlhirc. 

6 Apbrcy 
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Aubrey himfclf fcarce felt the calamity 
fo much as Scnlirive, vvho execrated the 
perfidious earl^ and wou!d have laid his 
whole fortune at the feet of his friend^ 
had there been a probability of his ac- 
cepting it ; but, fearful of hurting Au- 
brey, he confined himfclf to hints of 
having money in his banker's hands, and 
much more than he knew what to do 
with, rcfolving, on the flightcft encou- 
ragement, to offer him whatever fum he 
might want. He was vexed at finding 
nothing from Aubrey tending to his de- 
fign. As Aubrey now dealt on credit, 
he was in no want of money : there was 
dill wine in his cellar, and his fupplies 
were delivered as ufuaU No alteration 
at firft appeared at the Pajfpnage, except 
one ; but that was a very toiportant one, 
the exclufion of company at fet dinners : 
tea and evening parties were all they in- 
dulged in, and thefe more for the fake 
VOL. IV. K of 
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of hofpitality than for the gratification 
they afforded ; for they couW find all 
that was neceflary to happincfs in their 
own circle, and with the few who, like 
Scnfitive, was, whtn among thetn, con- 
fidcred as one of It. Of thcfc Cowpcr 
and his family ftood foremcft ; for, 
though the ladies had not yet met. Cow- 
per, Edmund, and Arthur, had com- 
pletely endeared them to the Aubreys. 
Mr. Cowpcr had ftveral times in- 
tended to carry his fifter and niece over 
to Mariton ; but his avocations, and per- 
haps his reluftance to incurring the ex- 
pences of a long journey, had hitherto 
prevented it: he was now, however, 
determined by the difappointment the 
Aubreys had met with, to delay his in- 
tention no longer. Leaving Edmund at 
Btlen-bower to fuperintend his affairs, 
he fet out in the beginning of May with 
Mrs, Smyth and Harriet. Mrs. Smyth 

had 
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had long relinquifhcd every idea of ever 
feeing her hufband again^ had com- 
pletely placed all her happinefs on her 
children and on her fricndfliip' widi her 
brother^ and had re fumed the natural 
gaiety of her difpofition from the rime 
flic went to Eden-bowcr. This had re- 
ceived a fcvere ftiock from the loft of 
her niece, whom (he loved as her own 
daughter : but (he had again recovered 
it in a great degbcc; and, if (he were not 
always lively, Ihe was fcldom otherwife 
than cheerful. At Lciccfter an extraor- 
dinary occurrence took place, that again 
fliook her fpirits. Mr. Cowper had 
feme bufinefs to tranfaft with Mrs* 
Searle ; Harriet had gone to take a walk 
with Amelia i and Mrs. Smyth was left 
by herfelf writing a letter in a front par- 
lour of the inn. From the inn-yard a 
poft-chaifc drew to^the door, as if to take 
up fomc pcrfon. Prefcntly the parlour- 

K 2 door 
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door opened, and in walked a man, 
whom Mrs. Smyth, in fpitc of the diffe- 
rence of drcfs, and the alteration of 
countenance produced by years, imme- 
diately recognized to be her hufband. 
The fuddcn apparition was too much for 
her to bear ; (he exclaimed, " Merciful 
*« God !'*^ and dropt down upon the 
floor, bereft of fenfe. When (he came 
to herfelf, (he found Harriet and Amelia 
applying falts to her nofe, and endea- 
vouring to revive her. She caft her 
eyes round the room, and, not feeing 
Smyth, cried, « Where is he?' — 
«« Who ? my dear mamma," faid Har- J 
riefj the tears running down her checks, 
.— ** Did y6u fee him ?" cried Mrs. 
Smyth. — ** Sec whom ?" replied Har- 
riet.— " Your father/'— '* My father! 
** what can you mean, my dear mam- 
** ma ? pray, be compofcd." — " Where 
"is your uncle?" cried Mrs. Smyth 
5 eagerly ; 
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eagerly; " ring the bell, fend for him 
" this inftant J call the waiter.'* Ame- 
lia, terrified, rang the bell. " No," 
faid Mrs. Smyth, " run you, make 
" hafte, and bring him ; bring my bro* 
*' thcr to mc immediately." — '* Do you 
•* (lay with your mother, my love," faid 
Amelia to Harrier, " and I will go for 
«< your uncle.** Harriet thanked her, 
and (he went away as faft as (he couU 
walk. The waiter meeting Mifs Searlc 
at the door, as he was going to anfwer 
the bell, was dc(ired by her to carry in 
a glafs of water ; which he haftened for, 
and brought to Mrs. Smyth s who, 
coming more to herfclf after difpatching 
Mifs Searle for her brother, drank the 
water, and fuffered the man to afflit Jicr 
daughter in raifing her into a chair. As 
(he gained ftrength, (he began to fufpec3: 
that the apparition of her hu(band Wris 
merely an illufion of the brain j but 

K 3 from 
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from this apprehenfion (he was foon re« 
licvcd by qucftioning the landlady, who 
returned with the waiter, and who in» 
formed her that Mr. Smyth dined in the 
houfe, and had been gone about half an 
hour, in ihe laft chaife that drove up to 
the door on the other fide of the gate* 
way. She afked if he had come into 
her parlour before he went. The land- 
lady faid fhe did not know, but that it 
was not unlikely ; for it was a very com- 
mon miftake to go into one room of an 
inn inftead of another. She theo exa- 
mined her as to his figure, which corre- 
fpondcd nearly with the defcription (he 
gave of it. From thefc circumftances 
ihe was perfeAly convinced that (he had 
fecn her hufbandj bur, alas! (he was 
no lefs convinced that he was refolved 
not to acknowledge her. 

Amelia foon returned, bringing both 
Mr. Cowper and Mrs. Searle. On the 

way, 
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way, flic had explained to them, char, 
having been walking with Harriet about 
an hour, fhc returned with her to ihc 
inn, either to prevail on Mrs. Smyth to 
accompany them, the evening being de- 
lightful, or to (lay with her 5 that, going 
into the parlour, they found her on the 
floor fcnfetefs; on which they had called 
in the landlady, who affifted for fome 
time to bring her to herfelf, and had 
only left them a few minutes, to look for 
ftrong^r falts, when flie revived ; and 
that, on reviving, Ihe fpokc of having 
iicn her hufhand. When they arrived, 
Mrs. Smyth was perfeiStly reftored to 
her recoUedtion ; and her relation being 
corroborated by the declaration of the 
landlady, Mr. Cowper was fatisfied that 
the figure Qie had fccn was no phantom^ 
The midrefs of the inn was again fum« 
mone'd, and qucftioncd by Cowper 
refpefting Mr. Smyth, Sht faid that 

K. 4 ihe 
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(be knew him very well^ from his din- 
ing kveral tinies in the year at the houfc 
with gentlemen of the county, and occa- 
fionally taking a bed there j that he was 
a man of fortune, having a very fine 
tftatc near Peterborough j but (he had 
never heard of his being married, or of 
his having been abroad. Mr. Cowper 
then inquired with whom he had dined ; 
and (he mentioned fevcral gentlemen, 
with one of whom he had a flight ac- 
quaintance. Refolved to lofe no time in 
purfuing Smyth, Mr. Cowper left his 
fifter to the care of Mrs. Searle, and 
called immediately, on the gentlemaOi 
whofe name was Bowater. The infor^ 
mation he -received from him tended ra- 
ther to weaken than confirm the idea 
of the perfon in queftion being his fif- 
ter's hufband. " I have known Smyth/' 
faid he, <* fpr a dozen years paft. He 
<^ is much fuch a man io perfon as you 

«* defcribe, 



I 
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«^ defcribe, allowing for the difference 
** of years and free living. He is.a:^:;;^ 
^' wvanf, and a humourift. H^t iahc^ 

** rited a good property in Norfolk 
** when he came of age ; and, ac the 
*' death of an uncle, came into a pretty 
** little cftate in NorthamptonOiire, near 
•* Peterborough, fince which I have 
** been acquainted with him. I unJcr- 
•' ftand he made a tour on the Contr- 
^ ncnt in the early part of his life ; but 
•* I am confident he was never married; 
** He is a good-natured old batchtlor, 
•* and yog would like him much." This/ 
was by no means riic charader of the 
villain whom Cawper had loft fight of 
for near twenty years; bur, as no other 
part of the account was inconfiiicnt with 
the hiftory of him at Oporto, it was not 
fufficient to deter Mr. Cowper from per- 
fevering in hisdefign of afccrtaining th\i 
truth by his own eyes, which he con>- 

K 5 municated 
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municatcd to Mr. Bowatcr, at the fame 
time begging his afliftancc in proceeding 
with propriety. " If you are detcr- 
" mined upon it/' fard Mrc Bowater, 
*' ril give you a letter of introdudion to 
" him i and you had better fet off at 
*' once and overtake him at the next 
** ftage, where he means to fleep : it is 
** not eight o'clock, and he has not 
** betn gone an hour.*' Mr. Cowper 
accepted the offer; and, leaving Mr. 
Bowater to write the letter, went to or- 
^er a chaile. 

While the horfes were putting to, he 
fat with his fiftcr, whom he comforted ia 
the mod affectionate manner. The more 
he rcflcfted pn the account he had heard 
of Smyth, the more he was 'puzzled; 
and, though he was too much impreffcd 
with the circumftances of his being fecn 
by his wife, and the greatncfs of his for- 
tune, to rclinquifh the belief of this being 

the 
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the man; yet he was perplexed with 
the charaftcr Mr. Bowatcr had given 
of him. The conceaJment of his mar- 
riage was eafily reconciled to the brutal 
difppfition of his brother-in-law*, but 
not fo eafily to the good nature af* 
cribcd to him by his friend: and, even 
fuppofing a favourable change had taken 
place in his difpoHtion, and that, being, 
weaned from his family by length of 
time and other connexions, he indolent- 
ly lived on without being difturbed by 
thoughts of his injuftice ; yet to meet his 
wife, rcfufe to acknowledge her, and 
leave her fcnfclefs on the floor, befpoke 
no fuch alteration. • There was an obf- 
curity in the fubjeft, and Cowper could 
not doubt for a moment that it behoved 
him to clear it up. Meanwhile, Mr.. 
Bowater had written the following letter 
to Mr. Smyth : " Dear Smyth, I beg 
** leave to introduce Mr. Cowper to 
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** you, a gentleman who cLiras the ho* 
" nour of being your brother-in-law. 
" So, you are a very pretty fellow, Mr. 
*' Smyth, to be caught by the fine eyes 
" of Harriet Cowpcr at Oporto, to 
*• marry her, and then leave her with 
** two children twenty years ago. The 
** fa6t»is» my dear Smyth, that Cowpcr 
" and his fiftcr have been very ill ufed 
" by a pcrfon of your name, who ia* 
<* thralled him in an intrigue with a 
'^ Portuguefe beauty named Seraphina 
** de Monocclla, and, marrying his fif* 
" ter, defcrted her and his children about 
" eighteen months after the marriage. 
•• They have never been able to difcover 
*• him fince, till this very day, when he 
** was dcteded in your perfon^ by your 
" happening to go into the parlour where 
«^ Mrs. Smyth was. Believing all this 
*« to be a miftake, I have told Cowpcr 
** who you are, and, as he is bent on 

•^ fatif- 



A.U B R E Y. 205 

** fatbfying W\% own eyes, I haVc giycn 
*< him this letter to you ac his requeft« 
** He is a worthy creature j and you 
<^ will have the pleafure of making him 
*< laugh over this, at a good fuppcr. 

" Yours (incerely, 

«* Tho. Bowater/* 

« 

This letter was written and fealed be- 
fore the return of Mr. Cowpcr, who, 
impatient to be gone, (lopped only to 
receive it, and then ordered the boy to 
drive on to Okeham. On the way, he re- 
volved the circumftances in his mind, 
and, before he reached the town, had 
worked himfelf into a certainty that he 
.was about to meet the dire enemy of his 
life. He examined his heart, and found 
it purified from every lentimenc of rc- 
yenge: in his purfuit he was aAuated 
folcly by the dcfire of doing juftice to his 
filler and her children. If Smyth were 

ftill 
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ftill as bafc as when he rePided at 
Oporto, his patrimonial property might 
prove to be fettled i and, if not, ftitt 
he might be compelled to allow his wife 
a fupport, adequate to his (huation in 
life : but, at all events, Mr. Cowper 
determined to a£l coolly, and rather to 
foothe than to irritate him. The road 
being very hilly, it was paft ten o'clock 
before he arrived at Okcham, where the 
firft thing he did was to inquire for Mr«. 
Smyth ; and was told that he was juft 
gone up to his bed-room. Anxious to 
fee him, and refblved notto fleep before 
his n\ind was at reft, he defired the land* 
lord to carry up Mr. Bo water's^ letter,, 
and to tell him that the gentlenrian who 
brought it begged eaFneftly to fee him 
before he went to bed. 

Having fiiown Mr. Cowper into a 
rooni» the landlord went to execute his 
comoulilon. He was gone fome time^ 

during 
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during which Cowper's patience was not 

a little tried. At length he returned, 

and faid, that the gentleman was unwell, 

and could fee nobody that night. " I 

•* am fure," faid Cowper, " that he 

*• would fee me, let him be ever fo ill, 

*^ if he knew of what importance it was/* 

— *^ Why truly, fir," replied Boniface, 

** it niuft be foraething of importance j 

•* for I never faw a man turn wild fo all 

*^ of a fudden as Mr, Smyth when he 

•* read the letter j he jumped from one 

" fide of the room to the other, calling 

'* Cowpcr, Cowpcr, over and over again. 

<* I verily believe he is mad." — " Show 

" me to his door/' cried Cowpcr, more 

and more convinced of the identity of 

Smyth i " I have bnt to fay a word to 

*' him, and I am clear he will admit 

•^ me : (how me the way.*'-^" By all 

** means, fir," replied the landlord ; 

who. Caking up a candle, lighted Mr. 

Cowpcr 
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Cowper up ftairs to Mr. Smyth's door. 
He tried the lock without ceremony, 
and, finding the door open to his touch, 
walked into the chamber, where he faw 
Mr. Smyth in his (hirt, (landing at the 
glafs, blacking his eye-brows and the 
lines of his face with a burnt cork. No 
fooncr, however, was Mr, Cowpcr in 
the chamber, than he threw down the 
cork, and jumping into bed, pulled the 
clothes over his face. " This is too 
" much, fir," cried Cowpcr ; ** but I 
*' want no farther proof. Landlord, 
" leave the room j I have fomething to 
•* fay to this gentleman in private."— 
** Oh, no !" faid Mr, Smyth, in a rough 
feigned voice, " oh, no ! he will mur- 
** der me !" — ** I never faw a gentleman 
** fo frightened in all my life," laid the 
landlord to Mr. Cowpcr; *' you had 
** better leave him till to-morrow, fir.*' 
Mr, Cowper began to believe thae the 

fuddea 
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fudden fight of his filler, and the equally 
fudden intelligence of his being at the 
inrij together with his coming into ij^: 
chamber without his permifTion, had 
really had an effeA upon Smyth's brain; 
he therefore fpoke to him in the gen« 
tleft and kindeft manner : <* Comr> Mr. 
*« Smyth,'* faid he, «* let not this affcft 
>< you too much : we are now both 
•* older^ and are, I hope, wifer and better 
.•* men than we were twenty years ago." 
•Smyth groaned } and^ peeping over the 
bed-clothes, cried out, in the fame rough 
voice : " Go, go/* There was but lit- 
tle light in the room i yet Cowper 
, thought he perceived, beneath the cork 
marks, the features of the villain who 
had ruined him> and he fhuddered at 
. the rccolledion. flc faw the face, how* 
ever, but for a rnomenr, for Smyth calling 
out, '* Cowper! Harriet! Seraphina ! * 
again plunged beneath the clothes. 

Thefc 
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Thefe exclamations fatisficd Mn Cow- 
per that he bad at laft found the huf- 
^nd of his fiftcr -, and, fearing that hb 
continuing by him might complete the 
derangement of a guilty confcience, he 
withdrew, defiring the landlord to at- 
tend to him, and faying chat he would 
wait to Gonverfe with him in the mortf- 
ing, when he hoped to find bitn com* 
pofed. 

Having eat a light fupper, Mr. Cow- 
per fat with a little wine and water be^- 
fore himj ruminating on the difference 
in the charaders of men, and on the 
event that had juft taken place, when the 
landlord came into the room, and faid, 
that Mr. Blount the furgeon would be 
glad to fpeak to him. <M know no fuch 
** perfon,** faid Mr. Cowper j " what 
«* can he want with me ?"— ** Sir," an- 
fwered the landlord, " feeing Mr, Smyth 
*^ was fo bad, I fetched him of my own 

** accord^"^ 
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«« accord"'— «« Oh ! by all means,'* faid 

Mr, Cowpcr, " let him come in." The 

door was opened, and in came the doc^ 

tor. He was a tall man, with a quick 

eye, and a projcaing iinder-lip, which 

having the correfpondent mufclcs of the 

upper-lip drawn towards the cheeks, 

iecmed to mark his countenance with a 

fettled^ (ignificant fmile. It was one of 

thofe countenances that conftancly in« 

cline a fpeftator to laugh, and is the bcft 

auxiliary a wag can have.—*" The gen- 

<• cicqaan, fir, will do very well,** faid the 

£icetious do£tor, *' very well indeed. I 

<^ have bled him copioafly, clapped a bU£* 

^' ter on the occiput, and ordered him a 

•* gentle cathartic ; he will do very well, 

** very well indeed. I find he has been 

•^ abroad, fir; talks Portuguefe like the 

*• very mouth of the Tagus. His ideas 

^* run upon a Donna Seraphina, and he 

^* talks of a Harriet Cowpcr. I take it, 

«* fir. 
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** fir, he miift have had fome fatal love 
'' affair wijth that Donna that dwells 
" upon his mind." — " Pray fir,'* (aid 
Mr. Cowper, " did you kno\¥ Mr. 
" Smyth before ?"— " Smyth of Walf- 
*^ ham in Norfolk 1 of Widrington Park 
" in Northamptonfhire ! know him ?" 
cried the doctor i ^^ odd's fifli, firi does 
<^ a beggar know his difh ? I have 
** known him ever fince I was a boy : 
** he is about my own age. He has a 
*< kinck, fir: this is not the firft time I 
^* have found phlebotomy and Spanifli 
« flies proper for his temperament/*— 
«* Allow me/* faid Mr. Cowper, " to 
** a(k yoU| as you have known him fo 
*' long, whether you remember his Hv- 
•* ing fome time in Portugal, and whe- 
«• thcr you ever heard of his being mar- 
<« ried/*— " He was in Portugal a long 
« while/* replied Dr. Blount, *' but nc- 
" vcr married: yet one would imagine 

" from 
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^^ from his harping upon marriage as he 
^^ did co-night, that he had been in-- 
" thralled in fome untoward match of 
" that fort : * Doflor/ faid he to me, as 
*' he was going to fwallow the cathardc, 
^ rii give you Rochciler's coaft on a 
' certain marriage : 

*« Here's to Katf , 

*• Our fovcrcign's mate, 
<* Of the royal houfe of Liiboo ; 

*' Bat the Devil take Hyde» 

" And the bilhop beiide^ 
*' That made her bone his bone.* 

" I take it, fir, he committed fome 
*^ prank with that Donna Seraphina, 
** which, fome way or other, prevented 
" his ever thinking of marrying in Eng- 
'^ land ; and that's a pity> for his wealth, 
*' Sir, is immcnfe, immcnfe."— " Do 
« you think, doftor," faid Mr. Cowper, 
<^ chat the wandering of his intellcd will 
«' be of ihort di.;ation ?"--** Over al- 

" ready. 
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" ready, fir/' replied the facetious fur- 
geon, *' or he could not have repeated 
^^ the poetical toaft : over already^ but 
** he muft not be difturbed any more to- 
** night 5 he will be as well in the morn- 
** ing as ever he wa« in his life."—" I 
^* hope it will be fo," faid Mn Cowper; 
" for I have bufincfs of importance with 
" him.*' — " By all means/' cried the 
doAor I *^ only let him have his ft& our« 
" You look pale, good fir,'* continued 
he, fcizing Mr. Cowper's wrifi, and feel- 
ing his pulfc: " no; only a little fink- 
" ing from agitation and fatigue." He 
then took up a wine*glafs, and pouring 
fome wine, and water into it from Mr. 
Cowper*s goblet, drew a vial from his 
breeches- pocket, and put about a tca- 
fpoonful of ifs contents into the glafs, 
faying : « this will fct all to rights 5 it is 
" a capital cordial j I always carry it 
" about me. It will comfort and re- 

** frcfii 



«* freih you bcydnd every thing/* Mr. 
Cowper fmilcd^ and fwallowed it with- 
out making the Icaft objcftion. The 
do<5lor then advifing hini to go to bed 
foon, wilhed him a good night, and 
withdrew. His laughable countenance 
left a flrong impreffion on Mr. Cowper, 
who, as foon as he was gone^ gave way 
to the ludicrous efre<fl of it J and laughed 
heartily. He foon after felt himfclf 
drowfy, and went to bed, giving an or« 
der to be called very early. 

When he woke next day, he observed 
his window-curtains drawn up, and the 
fun ihining into the room full from the 
fouth :. he looked at his watch, and it 
corroborated, with mechanical prectfion, 
the evidence of the fun j it was near one 
o'clock: he had Hept almofl: fourteen 
hours. He rang the bell violently $ and 
a waiter coming, in, he aflced why he 

K had not been called as he defired. The 

waiter 
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waller aflfured him that the chamber- 
maid had called him at feven o'clock^ 
and that he himfclf had come into the 
rcom at nine^ and drawn up his curtains. 
Mr. Cowper now perceived that be had 
(imply fuflFcred himfclf to be the objcft 
of a trick, which he did not doubt was 
concerted between Smyth an 1 his dodor. 
He no longer gave faith to his feigned 
derangement, or to the furgeon*s opera- 
tions ; he was certain that Smyth firft 
meant to difguife himfelf, but that hav- 
ing fooliftily betrayed his perfon by the 
mention of Seraphina and his fiftcr in 
his pretended madnefs, had determined 
to part without any explanation. He 
drefled himfelfj and, going to his room 
below, fent for the landlord, whom he 
afked for Mr. Smyth ; and was in- 
formed, that he and Mr. Blount went 
away together at eight o'clock in the 
morniag, but that he had left his com- 
pliments 
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plrments and a Jcttcr for Mr. Cowper to 
carry to Lciccfter. The letter was di* 
rc&td to Mr. Bqwater. Mr. Cowper 
had too great a command of himfelfj and 
poffeffed too much good fcnfe, to expofe 
the affair farther at the inn : he was tho- 
roughly fatisfied both of the perfon and 
unaltered bafenefs of Sn^vth, and, know- 
ing now who he was, and where to find 
him, he thought it needlcfs to purfue 
him farther at prefent j he therefore took 
fomc refrclhment, ordered his chaJfc, 
and returned to Leicefter. 

He fcnt a porter with the letter to 
Mr. Bowaterj while he ftaid and re- 
lated bis adventure to his After, whom 
he confoled as well as he could, and af- 
fured that he would now fee juftice dpne 
to her. He had hardly 6ni(hed his 
ftory, when he received the following 
note' from Mr. Bowater, inclofing 
Smyth's letter to him: ** Dear fir, I 
. VOL. IV. L *^ think 
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•« think it necefiary to fend you the in- 
*« clofedi that you may be convinced how 
" entirely you arc miftaken in Mr. 
** Smyth ; and I hope it will not be long 
** before I have the pleafure of feeing 
« you together at my houfe. I am," 
ice.—" It is not the villain's hand," 
faid Cowper, looking at the letter from 
Smyth, which was as follows : 

" Dear Bo water, 
« When your friend Mr. Cowperftnt 
** me your letter laft night I was gone 
<f up to bed, and in one of thofe unac- 
" countable fits you have fomeiimes fccn 
" mt overtaken with. I would hslve poft- 
'< pontd mtering him till the morning; 
•* but he broke abruptly into my cham- 
<« ber. He was polite enough, ho*- 
" ever, to fcahrfc me, on finding the un- 
•« comforuble ftate I was in. Perhaps 

<< be wat (atbfied that I am not the 

. «.pcffon 



A U B R E IT. 3if 

*^ perfori he fuppofed j though I think 
** he Gould hardly hare fccn enough of 
" me to diftinguifti properly, I waited 
*^ a confiderable time this morning in 
*' hope of feeing him -, but finding that 
*^ he preferred his bed, I concluded he 
^^ was convinced^ and I fet out from 
*^ Okeham^ it being neceflary that I 
^* (hould get to Peterborough early. I 
** aflure you that I do not know Mr* 
«* Cow per, and I never was at Oporto, 
" though I have been at Lilbon. If htf 
^^ (hould have any doubt remaining on 
*^ his mind, it will be eafiiy removed 
«* next time I come to Lciccfter, where 
*^ I (hall have great pteafure in laughing 
** the matter over with him at your 
<^ table. At pfcfcnt I am going from 
« Widrington Park immediately into 
«^ Norfolk, thence to LOndOA> ind Hea- 
*» ven knows where. I *m too unwell 
*« this morning to ufe iht peft inyfclf/**— 

L 2 . L" Oh ! 
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[" Ob! you are!" exclaimed Mr. Cow- 
per; *' I thought it would ie/o."] — ** I 
«♦ am too unwcU this morning to ufe the 
« pen royfelfj and the doaor who is with 
" me kindly writes what I diftate. I'll 
« trouble you with my compliments to 

•« Mr. Cowper. 

«*• Yours fincerely> 

« E. S." 

«» Compliments to Mr. Cowper!" 
exclaimed Cowper; " what afoul rouft 
« this man have ! notfattsficd with his 
«« villainy, he adds infult to injury." It 
was clear to him that Mr. Smyth was 
refolved to avoid him, and that it would 
at prefentbc very difficult, or rather im- 
pofllble, to force him to an interview} 
be therefore contented hirofelf with fend- 
ing the letter back to Mr. Bowater, in 
a note, in which he merely faid that he 
was fatisHcd. Having concluded the 

bufincft 
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buHneis he had with Mrs. Searle, he^ 
his (ifter, and niece, took Irave of her 
and of Amelia, and proceeded to Mari- 
ton. On the road they talked of the 
extraordinary event that had happened j 
and Mr. Cowpcr lamented that he was 
not in the parlour at the time Smyth 
came in. Mrs. Smyth bore her lot with 
patience, nor ever formed a wifli for a 
re-union with him : but Harriet, poor 
Harriet^ frequently fighcd, and faid, with 
tears in her eyes, that it was a hard fate 
to be dcfcrtcd by a father. " You have 
** never known the want of one, Har- 
" riet,'* faid Mrs. Smyth.—" No, in- 
?* deed,'* replied Harriet,^ leaning on her 
uncle'is neck, •* I never have : my uncle 
** has been as the kindeft of fathers to 
«* me ; yet, to be forfaken by the author 
*' of my life \ O \ uncle I is it not a 
•* very, very painful thought ?'*"— *^ It is, 
^ it is> my dear Harriet," replied Mr. 

L 3 Cowpcr i 
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Cowpcrs '^ but it is a kfs evil than 
'^ being under the dooiinioii of a bad 
" man/* He then turned the convcria- 
tion on their friends at the parfonage at 
Mariton, renewed his counfels to her re-> 
ipe&ing the paflions in general, and par* 
dcularly cautioned her to keep a guard 
on her heart againft that which led to 
marriage. He was (till fpeaking to her 
on the fubjeA when the chaife (topped 
at the parloMge door^ and Arthur Bew 
up to it to hand them our. Never was 
joy more (incere than that which fpread 
through the houfe on the meeting of the 
families; it was the meeting of affec- 
tionate brothers and fifters. Some little 
regret obtruded itfelf generally for the 
nect/Ilty of Edmund's abfence ; and it 
was greateft perhaps in the bofoms of 
Arthur and Emily^ but it was not vifible: 
nor did Mr. Cowper fuffer that which 
he felt for Aubrey's difappointmcnt to be 

per- 
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perceived. Though he had fcldom 
been in company with Scnfuivc, he was 
not unknown to him $ be was glad to 
(cc him at M.aricon> and cordiaHy (hook 
hands with him : he treated him as one 
of the family, and freely related before 
hlcn the condud): of Smyth^ and the whole 
j|<ivcjature that had iately occurred with 
hitn^ The circumftanee created great 
JC^rpriie^ and Aubrey at iirfl: was for 
|pur(uinghlm immediately from place to 
placcy and hunting him down like a wild 
beaft : but he was .convinced by Mr» 
Cowper th^t it wou^ be time lo(l» a^ 
the procefs of (he ecclefiaftical cQurp 
would more eafily effed all that could 
be obtained : and^ as he ihould alfo ap- 
ply to the courts of cpmmon law for 
near twenty years' maintenance> the vil- 
lain might, in the mean time> unpurr 
fued by him, run from pillar tp poft tp 

.avoid him. 
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When more intcrcfting communica- 
tions permitted, Aubrey informed Mr. 
Cowpcr of the tricks that were played 
at the caftle to frighten the country peo- 
ple. The afiors in the farce had defift- 
ed from exhibiting them during the 
winter j but they had re-appeared a few 
days before Mr. Cowpcr's arrival; 
There was no likelihood of their being 
detefted in the fa£t> as they only made 
their appearance at long intervals, when 
all expedation of them had fubdded : 
their manoeuvres were fliort, and they 
were gone before any body could reach 
the caftle. This information led Mr. 
Cowper and SenGtive feparately to go 
feveral days to examine the caftle mi« 
nutely : neither of them could trace any 
thing that might lead to a difcovery. 
One evening, when the whole party had 
been out walking on the oppoftte fide 
of the country, Scnfitive, loitering be- 
hind 
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hind the reft with Arthurina, was at* 
tra&ed by the figure of a weD-drefied 
man on horfeback afcendinga hill, which 
they were going down. At firft Senft* 
tive doubted his eyes; but was foon 
convinced that they did not deceive him. 
It was a man who had bten a penfioner 
of his for fevcral months j a beggar, 
whom he had firft cafually relievedj and 
whofe pitiful ftory having caught his at-^ 
tention^ induced him to inquire into the 
truth of it. Proving partly true was 
iiifficienc to intereft fuch a heart as Sen- 
fitive's : he recommended him to work 
for his fupport, procured him work, 
andy as he had a family, gave him pc? 
riodically fome money. For more than 
a twelvemonth paft he- had abfconded, 
leaving his wife and children on the 
parifli. « Brookes!*' cried Scnfitive, 
looking him full in the face. There 
is a chord in the frame of man which,^ 

L 5 unltfs> 
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imleis he be defcended to a truly diabo- 
lical ftate^ nc^r {ails to vibrate to the 
touch of gratitude ; a chord whidi no 
power but that of Lucifer himfelf ever 
broke. Brookes^ eleftrified at the fight 
and Yoice of Senfitive, forgetful of his 
fituation, (prang from his horfe, bowed 
to his bcncfaftor^ and faid he hoped he 
ftw htm welL Senfitive entered into 
converfation withhim^ Arthurina having 
gone on to join the party. Never ex- 
pecting to nyeet any one who could 
know him in that part of ihe cojjntryj 
,he had ftudied no ftory ; and, when Sen* 
firive queftioned him as to his clothesj 
horfe, and appearance altogether^ he 
gave a bungling, contradictory account 
of himfelf. This determined Senfitive 
to fecure him. " Mr. Brookes," (aid 
he, laying'^hold of the bridle of his horfe, 
*' you and I muft have a little farther 
<< talk ; return with me ; you may ftill 

**iind 



•' find mc of fcrvicc to you : but, if you 
*^ make aiiy oppofuion, you will hav^e 
** caufc to repent irJ*-— *' You can't 
*• charge mc with any crioae, fir," faiji* 

Brookes^ with a countenance ch^ be* 
trayed guilt.—" Brookes,'* replied Sen* 
fitive^ fifting him, '' I know more tha» 
^^ yo^ fuppoie ; both you anfl your ac«> 
•* fiCH?ipli.CiBS ^re now iq fny ppwftr. I 
'^ ivould rather fave you thap-^ng you i 
^< bi|t that mud depend upon ^'pufielf/' 
Brookes's confcience aQliiing this ftiaoa.* 
£[em, he exclaimed, with a terriEcdipo^k;. 
^* For God's iake, fir, havie iftcrcy upon 
« c»c r'r^^* If I and;' fald Sejafuive, 
^* that you make an hoi^cft ai>d f\A\ coo- 
** (efilon, i»o harm fhall co^mtC to y^p}f,ga 
*« yoMr.dctpr pining to forfakc your evil 
^ w^y^, and to return aojd fupport your 
«* fainily ; i;iay, I will exert vpiy(h\( tQ 
^ put you in a gopd utuatjon : but if 
*« you attejupt tfi deceive pe^ which 

L 6 " you* 
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** you cannoty I repeat to you, that you 
** will repent it.'* Brookes, not doubt- 
ing that Scnfitivc was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with his iniquitous pradiees, 
threw himlelf entirely on his mercy, and 
confefled the criminal refource by which 
he was furnifhed with the fuppltes that 
fupported hrm in a ftate of comparative 
affluence. How furprifed was Senfitive 
fo find, in this confefTion,. a clue to the 
hiftory of the Cattle GJtofts r A large 
fiibterraneao chamber, unknown to the 
inhabitancs of Nfariton^ had been acci» 
dently difcovered by fome yitlains, front 
a flue which led into the kitchen* chim*- 
ney.. It was confidered as ar fecure place 
for the purpoie of coining money and) 
forging bank-notes^ All traces of the 
flue was deftroyed,. and* a concealed'en- 
trance made into the chamber; the ne- 
ceflary implements were conveyed into 
it in the night lime i and for fome yean. 

agang; 
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a gang of villains had met there at dated 
times to carry on their work. Finding 
that the country people made the caftlc 
a common walk, the old device of keep* 
kig them away by their fuperftitious ter- 
rors, was rcforted to ; and nitre, gun^ 
powder, and pafteboard ftguresi pro« 
duced at a diflance the effeft propoftd. 
Thefc fire- works were never played off 
but once at a timci and that never about 
the period that the buHnefs was going or»^ 
being merely intended to keep up the 

notion of the caftle being haunted>r and>. 
in order that only a few of the lower 
dais of people might fee the apparitions, 
care was taken to exhibit them when 
the whole neighbourhood was fuppofed 
to be afleep, a few excepted, who were 
previoully excited, by arts made ufc of, 
to watch. The report of thcfe kept the 
fiory fufficiently alive. The hue and 
cry that was caifed had alarmed them^ 

and 
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and it was even propofed to rem'^ve; 
but the difficulty of finding another 
place, and the danger of tranfponing 
their implements, had determined them 
to continue at the cadle } and perfever- 
ing in an occafional dtfplay of ghofts was 
held to be a neceffary expedient. The 
leader of the gang was a clever man and 
a gentleman ; be kept the accounts, and 
ftnt the money and notes to different 
^agents in different parts of the kingdom,, 
and reckoned very fairly with the aflfo- 
ciates,who were all getting rich; Brookes 
for one^ who now made no (cruple to 
name bis accooiplices^ the chief of whoip 
was a Mr. Str^n^e^ ^ good natured 
inerry man, wbo had adnoitted bim at 
the requeft of an acquaintance^, that had 
.been a good while among ther|i. 

S^nfitive^ leading the borfe, and at- 
tended 'by Brookes^ foflawed his friends 
to the purfonagcs and their furprife at 

the 
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the repetition of this tale, was notlefs 
than his own when he fir (I heard it» 
Brookes, being now ready to comply 
with all he was defired to do, undertook 
to difcover the entrance to the fubterra- 
ncan chamber ; and the gentlemen were 
about to ifTue forth, when Mr. Eicon was 
announced -, on which Brookes was de- 
fired to remain with Caefar till the ftory 
was told to that gentleman, whom Au- 
brey propofed to take with them. He 
was greatly furprifed on finding Mr. 
Cowper and .Senfuive at the parfon^ge; 
but^ as they received him well, and as 
Arthur feemed, in gratitude for bis rid- 
ding him fo completely of Lady Sudley, 
to forget the vain boaft he had made of 
kindnefs to his family, he foon found 
himfclf fupported by his efFrontery and 
good fpirits, till Aubrey began to relate 
the ftory of the caftle ghofts, when he 
appeared confounded. As foon as it was 

con- 
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concluded^ he looked at his watch, with- 
out faying a word on the fubjei^^ cx- 
preffcd great furpriie at his miftaking 
the hour, regretted he could not accom- 
pany the party, and rcqueftcd that his 
horfe might be brought to the door im- 
mediately. As he pafied through the 
hall, he darted a furious look at Brookes,, 
who was fating there, fprang into biss 
faddle, and galloped ofF^ before the afto- 
ni(hed coiner had time to inform the 
company at the parfonage, that the gen- 
tleman was no other than the agreeable' 
Mr. Strange, the head of the caiHe 
gang. 
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CHAPTER XLVI. 

Air. Cowper gives a Reafgn for leaving Mart" 
ton. Hints a Change to Aubrey, State of 
Senjitive*s Affairs. His Deter minat' on n^ 
/peeing Arthurina. Progrefs of Misfortune* 
New Retrenchment. Revolution among the 
Maids. VnexpeSfed Offer. Condu£f ' of the 
Camhridges. Duns. Love and Poverty. 

Evident as were the vices of EltODj 
not one of the party at the parfonage 
conceived him fo funk as to have be- 
come the aflbciate of the lowed of men 
in fo defperate a game; and» had not 
his manner of departing corroborated 
the fa^y Brookes would have had fooie 
difficulty in obtaining belief. Ic was 
now but too clear: information was 

there- 
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therefore immediately given to a neigh- 
bouring magiftrate of the whole affair, 
and tranfmitted to the public office io 
London. It was agreed^ that the bed 
plan would have been to have kept the 
matter fccrct till the next time of the 
meeting of the cu'pru« ^ but that was 
rendered impraaicabk by the unex- 
pcfted vifit from Eicon > and *1I that 
could now be attempted wa$ to tftkc 
up thofc accomplices whofr places oi 
abode wer* known to Brcokesi. Even m 
this they failed ; for Elton meeting one 
jo( th« gang as he left Markon> inttlR- 
gcnce Wis immedioitely given to all, ^^ 
iwmc were apprehended. Senfitive* 
difcovery had one good efFe<a, bo^' 
jCvcf ; nQt only were the villains for ever 
jTOUttd from the cattle, but the p»ffag^ 
to the fubterranean chamber being (ho*^ 
by Brookes, the whole country came to 

vifit it, and the villagers fufpeftcd that 

tbcj 
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they were miftaken in the belief of 
ghofts. The Aubreys were highly gra- 
tified with this occurrence ; and the 
company of their friends bani(hed difap. 
poincmenc and regret. Mrs. Aubrejr 
was extremly pleafed with Mrs. Smyth. 
Arthur and Harriet were fo (Iridiy upon 
their guard, that not a finglc word tend« 
ing to love efcaped their iips j but how 
pleafed they were with each other was 
not to be concealed from experienced 
eyes I and Mr. Cowper, being before' 
aware of the danger, r^folved not to pro* 
long a vifir, which he dieemed neceflary 
to make, but which it was as neceflfary 
to [horten: he therefore candidly tpjd 
Aubrey the reafon of his refolution, and 
Aubrey as candidly told him his own 
fears i and it was agreed that, amiable ay 
they were, a marriage between them, 
or even the encouragement of the 

thoughtj 
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thought, would be the height of impru- 
dence. 

Mr. Cowpcr, notwithftanding, ex- 
tended his ftay to a fortnight, during 
which he had frequent convcrfations 
with Aubrey on his fituation, on econo- 
my, and on the benefit that might be 
derived from the cultivation of Imd ; ar> 
employment neither inconfiftent with his 
paftoral duties^ nor unworthy his facred 
profe(Iion» In the courfe of thefe con- 
vcrfations, he more than once, however, 
faid to Aubrey : " My good friend, I 
" fee that this curacy, though one of the 
<^ bed in England^ will ruin you } you 
*• will do better in changing for a poorer 
*• one : you ought to keep the change 
** in view. The manner of living here 
and your feelings are in a confpiracy 
againft your peace/* Aubrey felt the 
juftnefs of the remark, and wilhed that 
he had the curacy of Mclford. " I wi(h 
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-^^ you had," faid Mr. Cowptr; « and I 

«* do not fee any thing improbable in it : 

** the prcfcnt Mr. Grey is advanced in 

^* years, and ought to have an affiftant; 

*' I will found him upon it : but I forc- 

*^ (cc a difficulty about a houfe ; for he 

** is too much attached to his parifh 

" ever to relinquiQi the duty of it, while 

•* he is able to afcend his pulpit, I 

** would build a cottage for you myfelf^ 

«' but that I have been borrowing large 

«* fums of money for thefe two years 

*' paft, and advancing my own funds, 

«* with a view of faving Charles Senfi- 

" live, who has a heart worthy of every 

" good man's care. I gave you a hint of 

^< what 1 was about, when I was in town, 

** where I have again lately been, un- 

" known to him, on bufinefs relative to 

" his affairs, which kept me from meet-- 

** ing you at Leicelter when Dr. Scarle 

^* died." Aubrey here expreflcd the 

greatcft 
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greatcft aflTcAion and tftccm for Senfi- 
tivc, and confided in Mr. Cowpcr the 
propofals he had made refpedlingAnhu- 
rina. " I obfervc his attachment," faid 
Mr* Cowpcf, " and it is another proof" 
ofhisdifintcrtfted fenfibility. He be- 
lieves himfclf worth upwards of twenty 
thoufand pounds, and he now knows 
^' that your daughters have no profped 
** of a portion : fuch an affedion dc- 
** fcrves to be rewarded ; but you muft 
judg€ for yourfclf. If he favc five 
thoufand pounds out of his fortune^ it 
** will be the utmoft $ and what is iht 
" intereft of that fum for perfons brought 
•• up as he and Arthurina have been ? 
** In the courfe of eighteen months of 
*' two years after he came of age, Scnfi- 
" tive entered into four fccurities for 
" different men, with whom he was in 
" habits of fricndfhip, if I may fay fe 
" but who were ruined at the time, and 

'* oalf 
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** only held up their heads on the money 
** his credit enabled them to borrow. 
** The largeft of thefe is for (even thou- 
** fand pounds, two are for five, and one 
*« for three, making together twenty ; 
*« almoftj if not altogether, as much asr 

«* his cftatc is worth. Thefe fccurities 
*• I have managed, by dating the cife to 
** any ffiei^ds, to take up s and that for 
«' fcvcnthoafand became due laft week, t 
** know that the Principal has fled ; and 
*^ 1 am evcfy moment in expeftation of 
*« receit^ing a letter here from my agent, 
•* informing me of non-payment. I 
*< (hall then open the buflnefs to Send- 
** tive, and (how him what I have done. 
«< The other fecurities fall due in the 
^ courfe of the fummer, and are all in 
/* the fame predicament; they will cer- 
** tainly all come againft him."— **I d^. 
** not fee,*' faid Aubrey, " that he can 
•^favc a Ihilling/' — •^ Yes/' replied 

Cowpcr, 
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Cowpcr, " I have contrived to favc 
<< him five thoufand pounds in this 
<< manner : I heard of thefe tranfa6lions 
** foon after thejr took place^ and at the 
*' fame time that they were ufurious 
«* contradls ; of which I took advantage. 
<* I was well known to the perfon who 
** lent the money ; for feven he had only 
«' given five, for five three, and for 
<* three two, Ufury is not fo odious 
** where lenders fairly run great rifles j 
^' and, in fome inftances, we know that 
'' the law con fide rs rifles* But, where 
<' there is no hazard at all, it is infamous: 
" in this cafe there was none, I expa-^ 
«* tiatcd fo earncftly on the fubjedt with 
•« the lender, and fo perfuadcd him that 
" I would take fteps to render the con- 
" trafts void, that I prevailed upon him 
«« to aflign them to me, for his own mo- 
«' ney and five hundred pounds over : fo 
" that, infteadof twenty thouland pounds, 

" Senfi- 
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«* Senfitive will have only between thir- 
«* tttn and fourteen to pay 2 and^ allow* 
•* ing for his having got rid of two or 
•* three thoufand, I reckon he may fave 
'•* about five altogether. This is fomc- 
'^ thing) and muft confole him for the 
<< lofs of his eftate ; for it rouft be fold 
" to refund the money I borrowed, as it 
•* is the only means I have. After all, 

I am not certain that you fhould objed: 

to his marriage with your daughter : 
" if Senfitive will make ufc of his ta- 
^< lentSj he may maintain her in com« 
*' fort, and perhaps in affluence/' Au- 
brey lamented Senfitive's misfortune, 
and faid, that he fhould leave it entirely 
to himfelf to pay his addreflts to Arthu- 
rina, or difcontinue his attentions, as he 
judged beft. 

At the conclufion of this converfation, 
Mr. Cowpcr received the letter he ex* 
pefted, which he fhowed to Aubrey j 

VOL, IV. M and 
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and (hortly after being joined by SeifTw 
txvcf he entered delicately on the fub- 
]c&, knowing how eafily his nerves 

were wrung. To excufe his fpeaking 
to him before Aubrey, he noticed their 
friendfhip, and obferved that they had 
juil been converfing about htm with the 
livtlitft intcrcft. Pow Senfkive was 
Ibuck with amazement and horror at the 
intelligence he received from Mr. Cow« 
per; and fo little was he prepared for 
the blow^ that he had not even kept in 
mind the time at which the debt became 
* due. He thought it impoffible that 
men, whom he had faved by his credit, 
Ihould be deliberately the caufe of his 
ruin. Too well convinced, however, 
by what he heard, he Ihuddered as much 
at thought of the villainy that contami* 
nated mankind as at his own misfortune; 
but his execration of the wretch who be- 
trayed him was weak in comparifon with 

his 
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adanntion of the virtue that was fo 
adtiye in faving and in ferving. After 
the firft emotion of furprife was over, 
Scnfficivej with a warmth that evidenced 
his fincerity, aflfured Mr. Cowper chat 
lie ihoold ever eftimace his lofs fmall 
when compared to his gains for that 
money might be accumulated, but fuch 
a friend was not to be purchafed by the 
iargefl: fortune* A cordial and unre-* 
fcrvcd converfation followed, in which, 
after ibme hefitation arifing from his un- 
feigned modefty, Senficive thanked Mr. 
Cowper for the hint of turnkig his at- 
tainment in painting to the purpofes of 
fortune. It was an art of which any 
gentleman might be proud, and die pros- 
per ftudy of which tended to enlarge the 
mind, and to plant in it tho(e fentiments 
that di(lingut(h a gentleman. To Au* 
brcy he applied for guidance refpedling 
Artburina : *• I regret/' faid he, " the 

M 2 " lofs 
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«' lols I atn doomed to fufier; I doublj 
•* rtgrtt it, becaufe my cftatc was patd- 
«* menial I but my. grcatcft forrow on the 
** occafion arifcs from my being deprived 
" of the power of being ufcful toyoti. I 
" am now a poor man i but if you think 
** there remains enough,, aided by my 
"exertions " Here Aubrey in- 
terrupted him, faying: " Think and 
*» a£t as you pltafe„ my dear Senfitive : 
" I think you rich enough ; and, if you 
" arc of the fame opinion, obtain Arthur 
<' rina's eonfenr, and you (hall haye 
" mine,"— «« I believe," replied he, 
^^ that I have made fome progrefs in her 
« affcdion i but I have never yet fpoken 
** to her of love, nor will I now till my 
*^ fate is afcercained, till I know precifely 
'^ what I can call my own, and till I have 
*' tried the probability of my fuccefi 
<* with the public." Mr. Cowper ap- 
plauded his refolution: <' My worthy 

*^ young 
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** young friend/' faid he, «* I do not 
doubt you will do well i but it is a 
pity that all yoilng men coming into 
♦* the world with fuch feelings as you 
** are poffcffcd of, are not made ac- 
^ quainted with your fate j for few may 
•* have a rcfource like yours» The ear- 
" lier men arc taughc to conneft virtue 
'* with reafon, to aflbciate die head with 
<^ the hearty the more efficient and the 
*• more extenlive will their benevolence 
* be.-—« Oh ! my dear Mr. Cowpcr/* 
replied Senfitive, ** rather wifli that my 
^* example may be concealed^ left its ef- 
" feft be to banilh benevolence from 
« the heart of man."—" With thofe/* 
laid Mr. Cowper, " who have no feeds 
^ of it in the heart, your example might 
<< ferve as an excufe for the want of it ; 
•« but, with thofe where it teems, it 
« would, I think, only ferve to mode* 
" rate the fenfibility of their nature 5 
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^' and, far from iodiTpodng them to kind 
^' aflioRS, would but excite an attenciofl 
•* ncceflary to prcfcrvc them from being 
^ difqualified to indulge through life io a 
'* plcafure fo amiable in the fight of 
^' God and man. A man without be- 
** nevolencc, I allow, to be worfe than a 
'* brute ; but a man wha incautiouflf 
^* (lops a fource of it, and that one of 
<' the moft confideraUe, is not innocent, 

" though he is more to be pitied.'* To 
tliis propofition Senfitive aflented with a 
figh, and again declared his refolutioa ta 
drain every nerve to repair the effcfts of 
his folly. The imprelTion left on his mind 
by the intelligence he had received from 
Mr. Cowper was nor to be concealed; he 
was fenfibJe too that he damped the fpirits 
of his friends; and he determined to leave 
them for the prefent. AflTuring Mr. 
Cowper that he fliould be ready to co- 
operate with him refpcdling the mea- 

fures 
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Hires for the reimburfementof his friends 
ivhcnever it became ncceflary, and tell- 
ing Aubrey that he was going to prepare 
Ids houfe for the execution of his defign^ 

sincf to fee if it be pofliblc to obtain any 

fccurity for the debts not yet due, he 

bade his friends farewell, ^nd (et out for 

townt Mr. Cowper (laid but two days 

after him, during which nothing partl- 

cular occurred^ except thai, in convcrf- 

ing with Aubrey refpe£ling Arthur, he 

approved the idea ftarced i^ the latter 

jiimleif, of trying his fortune in the Weft 

Indies; a flep which Aubrey faid he 

would conlider, and whichy if it were 

adopted, his friend promifed to fecond 

with all his influence with a gendeman 

of large fortune in the Weft Indies* Mrs. 

Smyth and Harriet, in taking leave of 

the Aubreys, (hed tears, and warmly 

regretted the great diftance between 

their places of rcfidence. The Aubreys, 
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on their part> were equally afieftionate; 
and Arthur^ in bidding adieu to Harriet^ 
thought that it was for ever. 

The fummer advanced^ and faihioo- 
able people leaving town for the coun- 
try, Maricon was recruited by fome fa* 
cnilies : among otherSj the Spiccrs re* 
rurncd, and the elegances of Spiccr* 
Hall attrgAed aii the comtrj. From 
thefc feAivities the Aubreys were oi 
courfc excluded j but every ?rt was ufc<i 
by the donors to poifon the minds of the 
company again (I thcoij and not without 
fucccfs. The nature of Aubrey's lofs 
i^as better underfiood than when he RtSl 
came^ and his late difappointoienc was 
made the fubjeft of ridicule. He con- 
tinued refoiute in not giving dinners, and 
he was foon dropped by thofe who loved 
good ones, and who thought much of the 
happincfs of life confided in giving and 
receiving chem. Before the fummer 

was 
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iKras over it was very evident chat Sptcer^ 
JHfall afforded more gracificattoa than the 
Parfonage i and all acce»cions to the lat* 
tcr precluded iminvacy at the former* 
The Aubreys^ taught by experience^ 
underftood this perfectly well ; they had 
within themfelves a happinefs, ^* which 
*^ pafleth fkow'/* and the aberration of 
Aimmer friends was noc now a misfor* 
tune of fuch magnitude as to dtdurb it : 
but it was ferioufty dtfturbed by obferv* 
log thati in fpite of all their endeavours^ 
their expences greatly exceeded their 
incomcj and that the perfbns to whom 
Aobfey was in debt began to Ibow great 
impatience for paynxnu They fcrun^ 
nized their mode of livings to fee what 
could yet be reformed^ and could difco-^ 
ver nothing that appeared fuperfluous i 
yet fomething muft be curtailed^ or their 
expences -would never be reduced ta 
their receipts. After much confideratlon^ 

M 5 Mrs« 
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•Mrs. Aubrey though v as they never had 
tiinner company, that Nanny the cook 
might alfo difcharge the houfemald's 
part ; and Mrs. Miller being confulted, 
thought fo too, particularly as Ihe wouM 
htrfelf alTid in making the beds, and put^* 
ting the bed- rooms to rights* There 
was, however, another perfon to be con- 
fulted on the occafion, and that was 
Nannyj.'Who entirely differed in opinfon 
with her mifltefs and Mrs. Miilcr> and 
could not be convinced of the pradica- 
bility of fuch an arrangement ; and, as 
Mrs, Aubrey continued dctermintd up- 
on it, fhe- gave her warning. Iri a few 
days> Patty 4nfof med her miftrefi, thati 
if her lifter Nanny went away, (he muft 
go too : to which Mrs. Aubrey, angry 
and hurt on the occaGon, affented. 

She had hardly done this, when the 
houfcmaid dcfired to, fpeak with her. 
This unexpeftcd conduftofthe fcrvants 

vexed 
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▼cxed her extrc^mely ; for they had al- 
virays been treated With the greateft kind- 
^ncfs i and that ali (hould now fuddenly 
forfake her» becaufe it was out of her 
power to retain all> was vile : yet (he 
could not wonder at a want of delicacy in 
perfons of their ftation, when thofe who 
had the advantages of education and for- 
tune had proved themfclves fo deficient 
in it. « Well,, Betty,'' faid (he to the 
maid, on her entering the room, << you 
" too arc come to give me warning ?'*' 
— «« Warning, ma'am!" cried Betty/*— 
«< I (hall lefs wonder at it,*' continued 
Mrs. Aubrey, *^ in you than in Nannjf 
«« and Patty, becaufe you were the pcr- 
" fon I thought myfclf obliged to part 
«« with ; I fay obliged, Betty, for I 
•' (liould never have propofed it bur 
" from a fenfe of duty/' — " If you 
plcafe to turn me away, ma'am, I muft' 
go," replied Betty ; « bur, till jrou' 

M 6. " doj> 
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^* do, I never will leave you. I cnat, 
** ma'am, to tell you, if you pkafe, 
<' (ince Nanny and Paccy have both giv- 
** en you warning, that I think I can 
'' manage myfelf to do all the work 
** without having any body dfe."— 
<< My good girl,'' (aki Mrs* [Aubrey, 
^^ you have indeed furprifed me, and 
*' moft delightfully ; but can it be ? 
** You arc neither accuftomed to cook- 
*' ing nor the care of cows, even fup» 
'* poling the whole work of the houfe 
" were not too much for you.'*—" It 
<< is not too much, ma'am," faid Betty i 
** and in my laft place» before I came 
<< to Mr. Dodfon, 1 lived with a farmer, 
*< makl of all works* I could cook 
*^ plain viftuals very well then, and, by 
'' helping Nanny, I have (ince learned 
*' to ftewt and to do up a number of 
'' kickikaw$ ; I think, ma'am, if you 
*< would try ise, I fhould do very well : 

9 c* at 
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^^ at Icaft I would ufe my bed endea* 
*^ vours i and as for the cows^ aod mak* 
^* ing a Jictle butter^ wby^ la ! ma'am^ 
*' what is't ?"— «• How came you then 
*^ not to undertake the dairy at firft?*^ 

— «^ Oh, dear! ma'am/' faki Betty, 
^^ there is a great deal of difference* 
<< You was then quite ftrange to me>and 
«< I thought if I did my work as houfe* 
<^ maid for houfcmaid's wages it was ail 
<^ that I ought to do: but now» ma'am, 
'^ that I know you fo well, and love you 
'^ and all the family, 1 would do aU 
«< work for you without wages, till I 
<< could not Hand any longer/' Such 
emanations of foul are independent of 
fortune or ftation^ they are admirable 
wherever they af^ar, and go to the 
heart. Charmed with Betty, Mrs. Au- 
brey aifured her of her attachmcot, and 
immediately agreed to make the expe* 
rimenr, faybg, at the fame time, that 

Ihe 
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fte thought it would be nccefiary to have 
1 girl to help her. 

Another proof of foul with which the 
Aubreys were delighted was given by 
the Cambridges : in proportion as others 
became remifs in attention at the Par^ 
fonage, they increafed their affiduides 
witb unvarying refpe&. Frequent in* 
tercourfe endeared them to one another; 
the friend (hip, that took place helped to 
mitigate the mortifications which the 
Aubreys were doomed to fufitr ; and; 
through the fummer and autumn^ di« 
verted their fenfibiliry from objects too 
well calculated to wound ic. Thefe 
objeAs did not confift in the lullen 
glances of Mifs Spicer» or the indiffe* 
rence of the undifturbed confumers of 
the inventions of luxury i but in the re* 
peated applications and indelicate re- 
marks of perfons to whofe remonftrances 
and reproaches they were morally bound 

to. 
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to fubmtt. Every creditor is not fora^ 

cd> like Senfuivet to hold his head ia 

Iuii4>eafni3 and his foot on ftorms*: 

Aubrey's heart was feldom gladdened by 

the appearance either of the fafce or of the 

hand-writing of his creditors ; dun after 

dun knocked at his gate, letter after let* 

fer demanded payment^ when payitieni 

was out of his power :. he faw thofe who 

came, and anfwered thofe who wrote> 

without giving fatisfaftion. One or two 

exceptions there were : his tay]or> who 

had ferved him for many years previous 

to his misfortunes, never would fend in 

his bill :. and Mr^ Browne,, to whom he 

was indebted for medicine and attend*^ 

ance during ArthuF^s illneis, and foroc* 

cafional care of the family^ would j^oe 

* *< The creditor, wliofc appearance gladden* 
V the heart of a debtor,, may hold his head in fun* 
^^ beams, and his foot on florms." 

LATiraft. 
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Iiear of an account. Once when Aubref 
preflcd him on the fubjeft^ he laid: 
^^ Pray nerer kt this trouble your 
^ thoughts I the whole is erafed firooi 
^' my books, and fliall be from ray me-> 
^ mory/* Tl^s worthy man fpokc the 
truth ; he had erafed the entries made 
in his books, and he banilbed the fubjcA 
from his thoughts* Aubrey refpeded 
and feved Mr. Browne ; but this gene-> 
rofity was produdive of as great pain, 
though of a different natute, «s the iffi-» 
pkcability of his other creditors. Ina« 
bility to &tisfy wrung his heart i a fcnfe 
of injc^ice embittered his reflexions, 
and rendered the very pulpit a terror 
to him. There, it was his duty to 
preach agaisft the Ttry vice into which 
he had fallen ; and he felt that it was 
fuUied by the difgrace of the preacher. 
Confcious, however, that he never meant 
to be unjuft i that, far from wronging 

any 
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any man defignedly, he would pour 
Que his blood to ferve bis fellow** 
creacuresy and chat he lived as fru- 
gally as poffible, his days paflfed not 
without fome confolatory views of his 
Ipve of reditude ; and the union, ta- 
lents, and cheerfulnefs of his family^ 
combined to relieve the oppreflive load 
of dcbtj and to comfort and gladden 

• 

his heart at times^ in fpite of duns^ 
reproach, and rudcnefs. The Aubreys 
completely refuted the adage of ** Love 
•• flying out of the window when Po- 
*• verty came in at the door •/' the huC- 
band and wife, the parent and child, 
the mafter and fervant^ fecured him in 
his fcveral forms; and Love, too much 
charmed with his own power to fly 

from the view of it, ran to the door 
to embrace the fpcdlre Poverty, and^ 
with the flrft kifs, fmoothed her rugged 
brow : they agreed, for once in a way, 

to 
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to dwell together; and Poverty pro*^ 
mifcd to fmile with Love, if Love would 
fometimes groan with Poverty*. 
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CHAPTER XLVir. 

DsUrminatlon nffiEting Arthur. Houfibold 
Jffairs, One of tht Confequencet 9/ DihU 
Silf.Riproach, Caufi of Arihur*s Vojap 
hlng Po/lponedi 

» 

LovB was foon doomed to the fcvercft 
pangs. The Aubreys conceived that 
no mkfortune in life could be compared 
to that of reparation ; it was riending na« 
turc, it was tearing^ ofF the limbs frOnrf 
the body. The ncccffity Of Arthur's 
leaving -his family to become an adven* 
turer in diftant regions of the gloi;^ 
preffed hard upon the hearts of the wbolo 
group, and to eat a dry cruft and drinlc 
water was thought to be comparative 
happinefs. Arthur (bared thefe feelings^ 

but 
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but he had other feelings likcwife> which 
awakened in his mind fentiments of a 
firmer caft. A pallive exigence was 
not to be endured in any fituation of life» 
and ftill lefs in one that called imperiouf- 
ly for activity : to remain a burden and a 
clog upon the efforts of a beloved family, 
who were ftruggling to prefcrve jufticc 
with the worlds inftead of ftraining every 
nerve to affift them to ftruggle with 
honour, and if pofiible to extricate them 
from the difficulties which were darting 
up before them, ill fuited the noble fpi« 
rit of an ingenuous and manly youth* 
^ No/' iaid he, •« it muft not be. To 
^ enjoy fud) love, I muft not be unde- 
^ ierving of it, I will, 1 muft leave 
^ youu Pray, my dear Sir, inform Mr. 
^ Cowper that the matter is decided, 
^ and let htm recommend me as he pro- 
" mifcdL**-— «' I cannot/* cried Mrs. 
Aubrey, << bear the thought of your 

" going 
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going to the Weft Indies. Cannot 

ibmething be thought of for him in 

« England, Aubrey ?'*— « As we have 

*^ not means to enable him to purfue a 

** profcflion/' replied Aubrey, *' Eng- 

•* land preients no hope of fucccfs. Iri 

«* the Weft Indies I undcrftand, that 

^* under the patronage of a man of power, 

^' there are many certain roads open to 

^' fortune.'*—" By all means the Weft 

^' Indies, Sir,'* faid Arthur, « I would 

*^ rather die than be toiling at homt 

** for a pittance that could be of no fcr- 

*• vice to you. Abroad, with the know- 

^< ledge I already have of figures, I (hall 

«^ foon make myfelf a man of bufinefs, 

^< and bufmefs will make me a man of 

<^ fortune : be aflured my dear mother, I 

•< will put my (boulder to the wheel, and 

<< have you all out of the floagh in lefs 

** time than you may foppofe : the girls 

*^ ifaall have fortunes^ and I will teach Ar. 

•* ihur 
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«* thuNWUriatn to make one. -We feavr 
** only to look forward a little. BeGdes, 
^ I ought to fee the world $ I ought to fee 
^ mankind in different ftates and iitua- 
^* tions of life. Call my abfence my 
^ travels^ and you will be reconciled to 
<^ it s and 4f I do not bring you ao ac- 
^< -count of France and Italy^ I will of 
^ men and manners^ of feas and climates, 
^ of liberty and Qavery^, of A]gar canes 
<'and coffee."—" The climate! the 
<« climate !" exclaimed Mrs. Aubrey. 
'* My dear mother," faid Arthur, tak- 
ing her hand, and prcfling^it warmly 
to his bofom, <' my father has taught 
** me to rely on Providence ; I will en- 
« deavour to dcferve his care, and to 
'< return to you: but Mariton is not our 
<< Jiomej if it be his will that we ihould 
♦'meet in another world, oh! we (hall 
*<^be ft ill happier there- ^ven than we 
•* -have been in this/* Tears came into 

the 
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the eyes of Mrs« Aubrey and his fillers. 
*' I did not mean to makey ou (hed ieara»'' 
cried he, his own (tarcing at the fame 
time ; ^^ if you don't help me I (hall 
^ have no refolucion i my heart is (6 
'^ tied to you, I (hall forget the (hame 
** of floth in the fwcetnefs of your 
« fmilcs/'— ** But the Weft Indies I'' 
faid his mother : ^ I am but too well 
^< acquainted with that part of the world 
^' from your grand fa therms account of iti 
^* inot to dread it for you in every refpeft. 
^* Though his property was in the Weft- 
-^^ Indie&j and he obliged to be frequent- 
*' ly there, yet he never would take mc 
-^ with him, or fuflfer the thought of 
^« my going thither." — *^ Yes,^' faid 
Arthur, << but there is a great deal of 
** difFci^nce between a young man^ and 
^' a fine girl brought up as you were* I 
*^ have not a doubt that I fhall efcape 
ff like many others^ and then you will be 

y hapfy 
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•* happy that you confcntcd to my go- 
^* ing." Mrs. Aubrey could not con- 
tent heartily, but after a little more 
converfation on the ncceffity of Arthur's 
taking an aflive part in life, fhe ccafcd 
to oppofc the plan, and Aubrey wrote 
to Mr. Cowper rcquefting him to apply 
immediately to his friend. 

Meanwhile, time pafTcd on at the 
parfonage, divided between the enjoy- 
ment of prefent delights and the antici* 
pation of evil. The houfehold affairs 
were well managed by Betty and Mrs. 
Miller • Nanny and Patty were not even 
miffed, except in the expenditure of the 
kitchen, which was fo reduced, as to 
create a fair fufpicion that the fillers had 
not been faithful in their rruflr. The 
moft painful duty that occurred daring 
the fummer, fell chiefly on Emily and 
Arthurina, who, in confcquencc of an 
anfwcr from Mr, Cowper, bcftowed 

fome 
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lame time in the preparation of a itock 
of linen for their brother, to be readf 
far the failing of the Chriflmas fhips, 
iVubrey's credit with his tradefmcn gra- 
dually declined^ till at laft^ towards the 
end of the fumtner» his family could ob« 
tain nothing but for prompt payment; 
be was therefore under the nccefCty of 
buibsnding the ftipend he recdved from 
I>r. Bawe^s and its inadequacy to the 
ufual fuppUe$ alarmed and afflfflcd 
him. 

Impatient of repeated procraftinations, 
feveral of Aubrey's creditors began to 
snak^ their demands in a decided tone : 
two had actually commenced aftions 
againft him^ and at length awakened an 
apprchennon that his perfon was not 
fecure. He was one morning in the 
month of November, exprtfling this 
appTchcnfion to Mrs. Aubrey, and pre- 
paring his family againft a furprile which 
toL. IV. N might 
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might overwhelm them with defpatr, 
when Cacfar coming into the fitting 
room, told him he was wanted. He 
immediately went into the parlour, where 
he faw two men, to one of whom, named 
Crichton, he had rendered great fervices, 
having been the means of relieving his 
family from a dreadful ftate of diftreis. 
<« Hah ! Crichton," faid he, •« I am 
^ glad to fee you, h there any thing 
'* I can do for you ?" The man ftood at 
a refpe6lful diftance without fpeaking, 
till Aubrey afked him if he had any 
thing particular to fay to him i '^ Sir/' 
replied he, " I am very unfortunate in 
*' being obliged by the nature of my 
*' duty to— to — to perform my duty, 
rt Sir/'—" What is your duty ?'* faid 
Aubrey : on which the man put a flip 
of paper into his hand. Aubrey was 
not Unprepared to find it a writ, but he 
>vas furprifed to find it in the pofliclTion 

of 
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of Crichton, who now informed him that 
he had been lately appointed a fhc riff's 
ofiiccr. He ftili kept at a diftance, and 
had not power to complcce the arreft by 
touching his bcntfadon Atjbrcy feeing 
this, went forward and took him by the 
hand. Shocked at being a prifoner, he 
was extremely anxious tokeep the know- 
ledge of it from his family till be had 
taken fomeflep to extricate himfelf^ and he 
defired Crichton to fend away his follow- 
er. This was immediately d-ne, and Au^ 
brcy difpatchcd Cacfar for Mr. Browne* 
In the mean time he took Crichton into 
the gar<len and pafied before the fitting- 
room, that thi family might fee who 
was with him, The worthy Mr. 
Browne returned with Ciefar: he was 
well known to Crichton, who, without 
the (lighted hefitation, took his word 
that he fhould have fufHcient bail for the 
debt, which was a hundred and fifty 

N 2 pounds. 
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poandsy ind faying he would call upon 
Mr. Browne, gladly haftened from the 
Parfonage« 

For fome time Aubrey kept this cir^ 
cumftance a (ccret from Mrs. Aubrey 
and his children, but it preyed iqwn his 
heart, and his abfehces cf miod rendered 
them wretched* He made a ftacement 
of his debts, which now amounted cd 
upwards of two thouland pounds, and 
he faw no means by which he could 
poifibly hope ever to difcharge them : 
nor had he reafon to flatter himfelf that 
his creditors would make allowance for 
his inadvertence, or be fatislied with his 
poflcffion of principles which he had not 
bad virtue and fore fight enough to draw 
forthintopra6iice,fothathisbreaftwafitorn 
at once by compundion for injuftice, and 
by the horrid images of the deareft ob* 
jeds of his heart, involved in the confe- 
quenoes of imprifonment and want» 

The 
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The load wa$ too heavy for hia heart j 
it was the firft be had ever attempted to 
bear withom the afiUlance of his Emily, 
snd he wat at length conftrained to give 
Yent to his forrow. ** Yes Emily/* 
{fid be to Mrs* Aubrey, after giving an 
account c^ his arreft and bail, ^^ this k 
H oor fituation, from which I know not 
^ iio.w we can be delivered but by Pro* 
^ vi^eoce* I ihall now be foon called 
*« Upon to furreoder my-fclf in order to 
^ exonerate my bail $ and in confequence 

^ of the other anions againft me, all the 
^ oofurfofta^of Efe witt be torn from you. 
^ Yes, my )ove> I have been apprized 
4^ th^ Qj|eei)(ions are intended to be 
** thpowa in on the Parfonage^ Othl 
<.^tbat vutC' had h^d a refi»luui>» like 
^^^C^ivper's! that we had been wifef 
¥ tbanta lire vpoA hope I ^t wo had 
^f&fC^ poverty in in oerrifyitig form; 
^ rather -ihaci have AiJTered it to ovcr- 
N 3 " take 






ayo AUBREY, 

^< cake us with diihoncfty at its fidt f 
** Clear of debt, wc might have lived 
happily on bread and water, whicl^' 
will now be rendered bitter by the 
** rememberalict of the. wrong wc have 
** done."— «• My dear Sir," feid Ardiur^ 
•' you were deceived by a bafc pre- 
V tender to fritndthip : oo his head be 
*< the confeqticocc of 'his deoeic, ydur 
^^ mind is pure of dcfigned wrong. 
« Dilhoneft l You, Sir, diOioneft 1 Ok 
*' no* Yo4ir crtdicors, at leait thole 
<.* whofe paffions do not abforb their rea* 
** fon^ may be hurt, may bkuiie you ifi 

'* fomc rtfpeds, but cannot charge you 
<« with diflloncfty/V^* My boy, ''replied 
Aubrey, ^^ t Ibould have bee0 wifer 
^ than to live on hope. Never, nevcr> 
*< be tcn»pted to contrail a debt, of 
^ which the payment is not as fure as 
<^ the caufe for which it is contra&edt 
1* Avoid it, .my foo, iiior« e^rocft^ than 

" death. 



**' death, the thought of which is fwecf, 
•* when compared with the bitter rc- 
•* fledions accompanying debt/*' Having 
expatiated fomc time on the hbrrora of 
debt, and (aid that it was his intention 
to live if pofTible on half of his ftipend, 
that the bt-her half might be offered to 
his creditors, co prevent their proceeding 
agaiaft him with rigour, Aubriey advert- 
ed to Arthur's fituatioa : ^' The time/' 
laid he> ** is come for you to kavc us, 
^* my fon ; the (hips are now (ailing for 
•* the Weft-Indies, but your departure 
•* muft be delayed, for I have not the 
•* means of enabling you to go/'— 
•' Well, my dear father," faid Arthur, 
*' I can ftay till fpring; it is perhaps 
*' better. I (houlJ be wretched to leave 
** you in your prefent dilemma : in a 
*' few months matters may wear a fairer 
" afpcft. Your creditors may be foften- 
*• cd by yourrefoiution to put by a part 

N 4 "of 
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^ of your pittance for the difcbtrge cyf 
*' your debts» and I (ball be rewarded 
<* for (baring your diftrefi, by feeing you 
<' before I go, out of the dangers which 
«< threaten you at preiem.^'--^** It ia the 
^ wilhof God» my detr Arthur/' A\A 
Aubrey, *^ and to that, be it what it ma)^, 
'«we will fubmie.'' The del^r of 
Arthur'a departure tifl the fpring, was a 
cordial co the hearts of Mrs» Aubref^ 
Emily) and Arthurina, to whom no mi(^ 
fortune feemed k replete with wretehed* 
ncfs, as the lo6 oP fa beloved an ob^cdh 
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CHAPTER XLVIII, 

iffitf9rd. Convirfatton hetwan Mr. Cawpir 
and Edmund. Unexpe£fid Refuk of iu Tig 
Powtr of Fanty. Mariton Farfmage. 

Whue thcfc unhappy fccncs were pafli 
ing at Mariton, Mr. Cowpcr and the 
Smyths were not fergctfulofchcir friends. 
Seldcmi a day paflcd without fhcir being 
made the fubjeft of converfation j and 
how to be of ufc to them was ever in 
Mr. Cowper's view. He had fpokcn 
of Aubrey to Mr. Grey, who was long 
unwilling to think that he required affif:. 
tance in the difcharge of his dutyj buf^ 
though his mind was unfubducd by time, 
his nerves were convinced^ by the ap- 
proach of winter, that a Curate wai 

M 5 ncccflaryj 
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ncccflTary; and obfcrving to hrs friend 
Cowper that he felt himfelf called upon 
to yield to the progrtfs of nature, he 
begg(rd him to make the appointmcnr, 
mentionrng a hundred a year as the 
falary he (hould annex to ic» the Curate 
having to provide himfelf with a houfe. 

As foon as Mr. Cowper was fure of 
tfie curacy of Mclford f )r Aubrey, he 
refolved eo difpatch Edmund to Mariton 
.with the (idings; aiKJ*to render the com« 
mifljon flill more de%hcful to hisne- 
phew^ he had a converfation with him 
previous to his journey refpe£king the 
Aubreysr, which ppeoed an unexpected 
profpcft of :happinefs. " You are now> 
** >my dear Edmund,". faid Mr. Cowper, 
V arrived at that period of life, which 
«< your underftanding and felf command, 
«« rather than your years, denote! to be 
*< the commencement .of manhood. I 
<^ bclitve it has ^en ^(^cel^rated by your 

> vr « purfuits. 
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^< purfuits, and by the confidence which 
H I have placed in you from your infancy. 
^ Theevencsofnvylifeare all well known 
*^coyou$ my firft dreams of affluence 
^^ and bUfs; my fubfequent real mifery 
*' and ftruggles with poverty; my pre- 
*^ fenc comfortable ftate pf competence, 
** earned by my own care sind your a(^ 
^* fiftance. Our labour becomes eafier* 
** every day l^y the increafe of our 
*^ means ; but it muft be continued s 
^* or, inftead of advancing in profpcrity,^ 
" we ihall relapfe to want and di(lrefs» 
<* But of this there is no fear : you» how^ 
<< ever, muft now take the labouring oarf 
«< and / muft z^Hyou. I do not put it 
<< into your hands, becaufe I am glad to get 
<* rid of it myfelf, but becaufe it vs an in* 
" ftrument of happinefs which willfweetc a 

** every agreeable occurrence of youn 
*^ life, and rob adverfc ones of their bic-^ 
<^ ternefs. A thorn was ^nted ac 

M 6 ** your 
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• jroor birth) my bby ; but fuccefsftil em- 
^ pioymtfit has blunted every poTnty and 
^* will through Kfe. « I ann glad^ beyond 
<* expreflTion, to obferve the greacneis of 
^ your fouit which diftJafins a fortune fo 
^ unjuftly withheld from you« I knoMf 
^ not whether k would not rather be a 
**' calamity than a happinefs were your 
^••father now to alter your happy me- 
'* dtocrity for unfettled cxpeftations/* 
Here Edmund aflured his uncle that he 
eould never confider any other than he 
as his father. " How he has contrived 
•• to evade me fo long after his behaviour 
^ at Okeham," continued Cowpcr, *• is 
^ inexplicable j yet I am not furprifed at 
•* it, I was then determined to purfuc 
^ him through the Courts of Jufticc; 
•« bur, after all, we fliould perhaps be 
•• only giving up eafe* for trouble and 
•^'vexation. At lead, for the prefenr, we 
^* will drop the idea, and <proceed as if 

•• there 
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** there were no fuch connexion on earth. 
^ Then, my dear Edmund, I hope that 
^* the arrangement I have been concern* 
•* ptating will give you pleafure. You 
•* muft become th^ manager, and of 
♦* courfe the proprietor of our little 
** property. If I have a gratification iff 
^ thinking that you will be mafter of it 
^* after my death, I take a degree of ro-^ 
^^ mantic delight in anticipating it in the 
** clofe of my life ; and it is thus I fumr 
*^ up ail my remaining views on earth r 
^' to fee our lands improving and increa& 
<^ ing as yours i your mother ^nd me 
« fupported and. bleffed by you and your 
"fifter; Harriet provided for; aod yoa 
« fettled for life/' The laft exprelfion 
ftruck Edmund particularly ; yet he 
was uncertain what it meant. He 
looked at his uncle,* as if for an ex- 
planation. <* Harriet," continued Mr.' 
CowpcTj ^< is in a aunoer already pro* 
i ** vided 
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^< vidcd for ; thanks to our iakited 
<* friend Dr. Searlc» I have devoccd hit 
** legacy of a choufand pounds co her» 
!< Ic wiH be enough if (he continue 
*^ (ingle ; but, as (he may be prevailed 
•* upon to marry, you muft conlider 
«* yourfelf bound to pay her another 
^^ thou&nd when (he does ; and of 
*^ courfe you will in the mean time pro^ 
•* vide for the contingency. Thefe arc 
•* the only conditions with which your 
*' little eftate (hall be incumbered ; and it 
«* is now equal to the terms, and much 
" more : it is equal to the fupport of a 
•* family of your own/' Edmund's looks 
befpoke the anxiety which this language 
excited|in his mind, ** Where there is 
•• provifion for a family," proceeded 
Cowper, «* I love early marriages: hearts 
<< alTimilate, the hufband and the wife 
« partake the fame events, purfue the 
« fame trains of thought^ grow together^ 

«* and 
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^ and become really one. My advice to 
*' you, Edmund, is to become a huiband 
•* as foon as you can : with refpcft to 
** you, k is now the only thing I have 
** to wifti/' Edmund's heart palpitated 
with contending fears and hopes. Could 
his uncle mean a marriage that might in* 
creafe his profpcrous management of th€ 
property, or would, he. encourage one 
where not a fliilling. could be looked 
for? He was embarraficd and fiient* 
Mr. Cowper faw what was paffing in his 
mind ', he w<is no ftranger to Edmund's 
attachment ; and he was happy to turn 
it to the accomplifliiTient of his views 
for Aubrey 5 for, in pondering on hU 
fate, he had, in imagination, married his 
nephew to Emily, and Senfitive to Ar» 
thurina; and had thrown Arthur into 
Fortune's way under the guidance of his 
Weft-India friend. " It is Jiot for mc, 
^« Edmund," continued hcj ** to dircd 

2 ** the 
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" the heart to f love your choice rouft 
«• be your own : I fliall only hint that I 
'* attach as little importance to a woman^s 
** fortune as you can, 1 have do objec- 
** tion to it 5 but when there is enough 
^^ on the hufband*s fide, I think it a mat* 
*' ter of indifference ; and I ihould pre- 
•* fcr fome girls in their evcry-day clothes 
** to others with thirty thoufand pounds; 
/' for inftance» an Emily Aubrey to a Mils 
•« Spiccn" Edmundj tranfported, threw 
bimfelf into his uncle's arms, crying^ 
« Oh Sir ! Oh my uncle ! Oh my fa* 
'* thcr ! You know my heart ; I (ec you 
«• know my heart/* When his rapture 
moderated, he avowed his paflloa for 
Emily ; and, having received his uncle's 
confenc to foKcit her hand, converfed 
with him on his plans for the Aubreys, 
felt his heart fwcll with love and benevo* 
lence, and exprefibd his impatience to 
accompUfh his uncle's god-like defigns. 

" Aubrey/' 



t* Aubrey,*' faid Mr. Cowper, •< auft 
*' be con(iderably embarraflcd i but to 
'^ what extent I do not exadkly know; 
'*^ He will certainly want fomc affiftanoc 
^* in removiag ^ and I am very much 
^« a&aid^ as we haive beard, nothing of 
** yoor friend Arthur's prepanuioa for 
f^ his voyage*^ that his father has not been 
f^able to furdib the ,meafis« Now, I 
^^ do not know what I can do btKer w^th 
^^' the othtr thouland pounds, kit at my 
^ >di/po&l by Dr« Searle, than approfH^^^ 
^^ ate a pan of the fiim by way of loaa to 
'^ Aubrey i I fay han, for we muft now 
^' aft with double delicacy towards him. 
^* You ihall therefore carry with yoii 
*^ Bve hundred pounds i and, if that 
>^ ihould not be enough, he (hall have ai 
<^ much of the remainder as may bd 
*^ wanrcd.'*— " Noble, gec^erous man !*• 
exclaimed Edmund, •< God will blcft 
*« you here, and hereafter,'* 

At 
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At the conclufidn of this cODverfatioi^ 
it was refolded that Edimind (hould fct 
#ff for Markon without delay, and with* 
•ut apprizing his friends of his joarnef* 
His jof St; fxrOrwas boisndle£i> but he fod- 
Mtvlf becanie thoughtful s at^ Mr, Coww 
per,, bciog at wlofs to account for it^ re* 
quefted he ymuli explaip it*. ^ Oh 
!'SirK' iaidhe>^''thcrcl(iainef$pfmf 
f^ rapture made me forget for a momeat 
^^ the tmM>tWardoefs of my friend's lot/^ 
•— " I underftand you/* f«d Covrper, 

• • a 

*^ and your feelings do you honour. It 
^^ cannot be» my deat boy :. Ijut, to re* 
f< Htve yoiia&much as I can, cell your 
'^ friend from xne to be prndenr^ and I 
f^ think \t highly probable that your fif* 
<< tcr may one day or other be hi& $ but 
♦« he ts going to the Weft-Indies j I will 
^ have no cngagensienc made at prcfcnt.'* 
•»-^* I thank you« in his name, my dear 
"Uncle," replied Edmund, "for the 

<* hope 



•• hope afone^ and I anfwer for his being 
^ (atisfied with ir. I (hall now frt off 
** with delight*'* Loaded with kind re- 
membrances, and afi^dionate nic(&ge»,» 
he cook his leave of MelTord. Hi» uncle 
drove him in his pfie*hcrfc ehaife tor 
Gloiiccfter/ whence he travtUed in m 
public carriage^ as far as Loughbcn'ough %. 
there he hired a porter to carry his porc«{ 
ftiianteau to Ma^ton» fetting out, hGW«r 
tver^ fo as to precede htm in arriving at 
flic parfonagCb 

How did Edmund*iB heart gtow as he 
drew near to a manfion which contaioed 
fe large a portion of his affeftioo I The 
occurrences of his former vific came all 
fireih to his memory $ his rambles with 
the family $ his rides with Arthur i his 
fait into the river ; Emily's plunge after 
him{ his hopeltft palfion. To thefe 
rmages fucceeded the ftili more delight* 
ful ones of hU unexpeAed appearance i 

of 



of his comniunicating the joyful tiduigt 
rc(pefting the cuiacy of Melfbrd $ of bk 
prcfeming the meaoi of effedii^ ft re«- 
oaoval $ of his daring to talli of love CQ 
Emily* When he came within fight of 
the houfe, bis fiincy penetrated the waUs» 
can through the apartments* where uiilV^ 
ty and tafte. combined to afford conve« 
fiience and to cbarm the eyci and group* 
•d the beloved inhabitants, in ^fttpleaj&nt 
veU-remcmbkered ro<HQ» where he had^iq 
often liftcned* enchanted, tQ the. voiCjC of 
Emily. Her he placed at her beautiful 
fne^^toned pianO|haraionizingexcecnpor< 
mebdy i whichj though rapt in tfa^oughtji 
tue fwellcd oeQafionally with .her own 
vocal cones* at timf $ d^Gfting and again 
&lling in a& if by acctdent : he had more 
than once oblcrved her thus. He feated 
Arthur io a reclining pofture, on th? fo- 
pha> liftenmg to her fpontaneous ftrain&j 
Arthurina> drawing at the table> had put 

down 
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down her pencil to ateend more fixedif 
to the heavenly founds with which her 
(ifter had, unconfcioufly, actraflcd the ad -^ 
miracion of che whole party; Aubrey and 
Mr^. Aubrey were (itcing by each other; 
near a chearful fire, gating ac the lovely 
muHcian^ and Arthur-WilliariH examine 
ing a large map on the carpet, had his 
finger at the place he was engaged in, 
while bis eyes and ears were all Emily ^k 
Thus beguiling the way with the fairy 
pictures of imagination^ Edmund, warmed 
by walking and emotion, approached the 
parfonage. The day, however, was one 
of thofe raw and mifty ones which are fo 
frequent in an £ngli(h winter. When 
he rang at the gate, his great-coac and 
hat (hook off a flight (howcr. ** Comr, 
" Caefar, come j" cried he, hadening the 
worthy negro, who, not obfcrving the 
fCT(on that appeared at the rails of 
the gate, was proceeding flo wly thfx>ugh 

the 
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the court. The found of E^mtind's 
voice roufed hkn from hiskthargic pace, 
and he greeted the youth with a kind in-> 
q<jiry and a cordial air. •* Where's the 
" figtmily, my good fellow/* faidEdmund^ 
haftening into the hall, where he flopped 
alarmed at what he faw. The place was 
filled wiih furniwrc packed up: he could 
not conceive the meaning t>f it; and 
moved on to the fitting-room: ahsl 
how unlike the pifture he had drawn on , 
the way. No fire was in the grate, the 
carpet was rolled up, the mirrors re- 
moved, ihe piano-force cafcd, *« What 
" can this iMttij ?" cried he to Caefar, 
who had. followed him: ** where is Mr. 
*< Aubrey ? Whcreis Arthur ? Are they 
** going away ?*' Before the negro could 
anlwcr, two men came into the room to 
carry out fome of the articles ; and, as 
the door opened, Mrs. MHIcr*s voice 
was heard calling Cscfar, who immcdi- 

atcly 



«rely obeyed the fumnions, leaving Ei-- 
snund In amazetnenu He could not 
bear ic^ be followed ; and., as he reached 
the ftaircaAf, he heard diftindly the 
voices of Arthttr, En^Hy, and Arthurma 
<aU out, ** Good heaven ? • Edmund ?** 
He Bew up; - they ran to meet him $ and, 
in a moment, he found himfeH* enclbfcd 
in the embraces of all the three, Arthur 
•exclaimmg, •* Edmundl** while his fiftcrs 
poured a (howcr of tears upon his arms: 
♦« But tell me,*' cried he; " ttU me what 
•' is the matter 5' and why you arc pack- 
*• ing up/* Unaccuftomed to the pro* 
cefles of the law, Edmund was not ftrucic 
with the idea of an execution, till Ar- 
thur, prcRing his hand, faid : *• You are 
^' come at a very melancholy moment, 
^ my dear friend i you are come to fee the 
*' houfc ftript of every thing in if: the 
** goods are lawfully taken for the pay- 
** xncm of fomc of my -father's debts." 

~"Oh 
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^<^ Oh Heavens !" cried Edouuid, fod<^ 
denly comprehending the nature of the 
calamity, <' is it poflTibk any man caa be 
« ib hard-hearted i But it fhail not b^ 
" done/'—-** It cannot be prevented i" 
iatd Arthur. <* It can -, it fliali s" laid 
Edmund, returning haftily down fbirs ; 
ts haAily accompanied by his three young 
friends. They Teemed to (kim over the 
fieps to the bottom, where they fuddenly 
ftoppcd by an impulfe of Emily's i who, 
fearful of Edmund's emotion betraying 
him into an impropriety, caught him by 
the arm, and faid : ^^ Mr. Smyth, take 
*^ care ; 1 beg you to take care : Papa, 
f< Sir," continued fhe, burfting again into 
tears, ** Papa is upftairs ; fpcak to him" 
•r-*' Dear, dear Miis Aubrey," cried he, 
awed by her manner, and tortured by 
her tears, " I will obey you j but let 
•• me firft fay one word to thcfe men." 
She no longer prevented him : he ftep* 

pcd 
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ped forward, but not out of 'fight of his 
friends, and, in a low, mild tone re- 
tjuefted the officer, who came up to him, 
not to proceed, as he had reafon to think 
that the money, fbr which the things were 
taken, would be immediately paid into 
his hands. The officer, promifing to 
tvait 'tiirEdmund had fpoken with Au- 
t)rey, he returned to his friends, and ac- 
xompanied them up ftsiirs. 

The whole family, Jit the time Edmund 
Tang; were fitting together in Mrs. Au- 
brey's chamber, whither Arthur led him 
"without! ceremony ; and where he fotind 
Aubrey, Mrs, Aubrey, Arthur^Wittilrij^ 
and Mrs. Miller. They gave hiiH^ljr" 
affcftionatc, though a melancholy wel- 
romcj'and he loft no. time in com- 
tnunicating the ofFtrr of the curacy of 
Mclford. He then requefted to fpcalt 
alone with Aubrey; which Mrs. Aubrey 
interpreted into a fignal of Tome new 
VOL. IV, o calamity. 
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calaffliejr. *^ Indeed it is not^" cried Ed- 
mund. " If fo, my dear friend,'* faid 
Aubrey, ^^ fpeak here, we have no fe« 
^ crets, Edmund/' Afraid of mention- 
ing the money he had in his pockety with 
any degree of indelicacy, Edmund look- 
ed round with foroe embarraUinent, and 
then addrcfling Aubrey, f^id : «* The 
*^ fa£t is, my dear Mr. Aubrey, I am 
'< uneafy left you Ihould make my on- 
*< ele unhappy by refufing him a favour 
" on which he has fct his hearu"— " I 
^< can refuie your uncie nothing that he 
" will aflc," replied Aubrey, ** but let 
.«< me &ft tell you that, if the requeft be 
^tomakc the change immediately from 
<< Mariton to Melford, compliance will 
." not be in my power."—** Naj^ but in- 
*« deed, Sir,^' replied Edmund, '* it is in 
*< ypur power."—" To banifli all re- 
" ferve," faid Aubrey, ** know that I am 
*' fo involved in debt in this part of the 

** country, 
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^^ countryt that a removal will be impof- 
'^ fible^ excepc fuch a one as will give 
^' your uncle great pain." — « All this 
^' you may furmount^ my dear Sir^ if you 
'^ will condefcead to take a loan of a 
^< fum my uncle can fpare^ and which I 
^' am come to offer you/' Edmund 
ikying this^ caft his eyes on Emily, and 
was rewarded with as fweet a look of ap- 
probation as was ever bellowed on man 
by beautiful eyes gliftening with tears* 
Having got over this difiicult pitch in 
the way of delicacy^ he briefly, and with 
cafe, acquainted Aubrey with Mr. Cow- 
per's propofal, and begged that he would 
not rejed it. The Aubreys, charmed with 
the divine charafier of Mr, Cowper, 
were all of them loud in his praife ; and 
Edmund, conftruing their kind expref- 
fions into concurrence, iatreated Aubrey 
to dtfmifs the men that were below. 

o 2 Obligation 
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Obligation to fuch a man as Cowpcr 
could never be painful, and the alccrna- 
tivc was too frightful to be endured: 
Aubrey therefore confentcd to go down 
with his young friend, who, anxious that 
Mrs. Aubrey fhould not be hurt in his 
prcfcnce, by the confufed appearance of 
the h'oufe, bagged her to renriain in her 
fooiri with Mifs Aubrey and Arthurina 
fill he returned for them."" May /come 
^ for you f or is it Arthur* s place ?" 
faid he, " God blefs you !" replied 
Mrs. Aubrey, ** it cannot but be grati- 
V fyi^g ^^ ^^ ^^^^ y^" fhould confider 
^ any office of my fon's as defirable." 
He then went out of the room with Au- 
brey and Arthur, leaving Mrs. Aubrey 
and the girls admiring and blefTing him. 
They made their way throuh the con- 
fulion of the hall into the ftudy, which 
had remained untouched. The bufinefs 
was foon fettled 5 the amount of the ex- 
ecutions 



AUBREY, 29J 

ccutions were for three hundred and fifty 
pounds : the officer produced an inven- 
tory of the property he had levied for Hhafl 
fum, which, on receiving the money 
from Edmund, he advifed flxould be 
made over to hini as a bona fide pur- 
chafer, that the articles might not again 
be liable to a levy. To this Eldmund 
was a little averfe \ but, the reafon bt>ing 
too evident, he confented, and took a re- 
ceipt from the officer, who delivered the 
things to him, and prom i fed to execute 
a formal deed of conveyance. " That 
•* will do another time, my worthy 
"friend,"* faid Edmund, "but.atpr^T 
'.' ftnt you will greatly oblige me by 
** making the men, with as much expe- 
^* dition as poffible, put every article in 
«< its proper place : they fliall be arvply 
«' compenfatcd. if they make hafte, 
" Pray, Sir," continued he, .addreffing 
Aubrey,/ ^' do not go to the ladies till 

o J •* ever/ 
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^ every thing is arranged/' In a 010- 
ment all was buftle $ the men^ cag^r for 
their rewardi were more expedttioua ut 

replacing than they had been in difturb- 
ing the order of the houfe 1 Ca&far and 
Betty gave helping hands with fmiliog 
countenances; and Edoiuiid and Arthur 
exerted themlclves togcthei i while Au- 
brey locked him&lf up in his Rudf^ to 
adore his heavenly benefaAor, and to 
humble himfeif for Us wane of ability 
and virtue to meet with reftaaode the 
difpe nfations of his providence. 

By the united energy, produced bjf the 
view of ren)ufieiatfon,and by the fuperior 
exilement of love andgreatndsof mtod, 
the parfonage, in iefs than an hour^ wore 
its ufual appearance { and a blading fire 
gav« additional chearfuiiiels to that room 
where Edmund's &ncy had painted his 
harmonizing angel uoconicioufly en- 
chanting her own loved groups No 

fooner 
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iboner were the men difcbarged than he 
firwupcoMrs. Aubrey'scbafmberj faying^ 
as he entered^ *^ I have taken Arthur's 
•* placet and am come for my mother." 
Mrs. Aubrey prefled him to her bofom> 
killed him with the warmth of a mo-» 
ther, and called him her fon. The 
kifles of his own mother had nerer been 
fweetef to him^ be Sowed as Mrs. Au* 
brtft was in the prefeoce of his Emtly^ 
and aceompamed with a. tide for which 
be longcdi ftnd fer whkh be was come to 
fue. He handed ifcrdown ftairs^ foUow<t> 
ed by the gtrls 1 aisd Mt m grea^r pka-^ 
ftrr^than he had' ever experienced itl his 
life, when he placed her in her chair by 
the fii'e fid^. On the coumenanee of 
Aubrey there ftill hung a gioom « ^hich 
Edmund and Arthur drove to diflipattf 
by talking of Mr. CowpetandMclford, 
of a fpeedy fcttkment in that delightful 
fpoti and df etfeAs to be hoped from (ria^ 

o 4 gality 
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galiry and agricuUure* Aubrey was not 
infcnfibic to their amiable efforts, ftrovc 
JO be chearful, and was at length fuc* 
cefsfuU But his chearfulnefs was not 
that of oblivion j he rcflcdled more .than 
ever on his ficuation, and be forefaNy 
fimilarrccurrenccsofchetcrribledilemma 
from which he had been relieved by 
friend(hip-r& fnendfhip which could not 
be again exerted, and if it could, ought 
not to be permitted.. The time was ap- 
proaching too when it would be incum- 
bent upon him to furrender his perfon in 
difcharge of his bail ; aqd he had, foon 
gfcer his arte (I, written to Dr% Bowes 
to inform him that it would ^probably 
i)c out of his power i to^ continue his 
curate. He pondered on his wayward 
fate, and reproached the memory of his 
uncle 5 but could fee no^profpeft of fur- 
mounting his difficulties, till at length he 
thought of calling his creditors together, 

laying 
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laying his fituation before them, and re-: 
quefting their direftion. He communi-' 
catedchis idea to Arthur and Edmund; 
and the latter begged he would allow 
hitn to write previoufly on the fubjcft.to 
his uncle, to which Aubrey aflented, and 
likcwifc wrote himfclf. 

The letters difpatchedj the two lads 
had time to talk upon the themes in 
which their hearts were fo warmly in- 
tcrefted. As foon as they were alone in 
the next morning's ramble, Edmund de- 
livered his uncle's meffagc to Arthur, 
faying at the fame time, that he wifhed, 
with all his heart, that it was not neccf- 
fary for him to go abroad i . for that he 
was certajin, that Harriet was fenfible of 
his attachment, and waited only a fair 
opportunity to convince him of it :— ^ 
*« But what is to be done,'* .my dear 
friend, continued he, ^« as matters, ftand 
•Vat prefcnt?"— " My dear Edmund,*' 

o 5 replied 
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fei:Jird Arthur, *< your unck is r^t ; I 
^^kk thejuftncfs of his fentiiiicnc before 
'* you brought vac his kind meflage ; and 
^ even while under the fame roof with 
^ your filler; while flie was here^ I deter* 
^ mined not to involve her in the ad- 
<^ verfe fate to which I am doomed. I 
^ k}ve, and (hall love her as long as I 
^ breathe ; but I have baniihed alt 
** thoughts of marrying. No^ Edmund^ 
^ it muft not be; while my family are in 
«' diftrefs, I (halt endeavour to bend all my 
*< efibrts to extricate them> and devote 
*' my life to their comfort. What I have 
'^ fufiered lately, from the events that 
** have taken place at the Parlboage, has 
*' opened my eyes to life, and convinced 
'^ me, that we are not born to wrfli 
^ and to enjoyy but to ftruggle and be 
*^ patient. I am well difpoled to ftrug- 
'^ gle» but I am afraid I (hall have no 
*< footing to bear me up in the forlorn 

« ftatc 



^ fltate of our affFairs : it Is nbt in my far* 
'^ Cher's power even to eoEbie me to gor 
** abroadL"— " I was afraid of iC feid 
Edoiund, ** and my oncte told me he 
'< thought fo s but as your plan is the 
^^ only hope you have of recovering a 
^* ftace of coaipetence9 it road be t(* 
*^ fe£lcd. I have written to my uncle 
^* for as much money as he can fpare^ 
<< and I hope it will be enough^ not only 
*' to fatisfy your father's creditors for the 
*' prcfent, but to fct you off."*-*« Ed- 
*' mund r* laid Arthor, «* words cannot 
<^ exprefs to you the opinion I have of 
** your virtue, nor the purity of my 
<* friend(hip s but I know you will think 
" I give you the beft proof 0f both, in 
<« afluring you, that I warmly wifli you^ 
^ hope may be realized/* Then turn- 
ing the convcrfation— **^ Will not the 
" refidence of our family at Mclford/' 
faid he, *^ be a fource of mifcry to you, 

06 << Edmund I 
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^ Edmund i To behold daily the objcA 
*' of love, while one is doomed to relin- 
** quiftk hope» muft be of all ftatcs the 
^ moft miierable I Your fate9 niy friend, 
^ will be worfe than mine/* Edmund's 
countenance brightened. ^ O ! Arthur,^ 
cried he, '* I have fuch joyful news to 
tell you V^ He then proceeded, in the 
moft animated manner, to difclofe hi» 
uncle's approbation, the ftate of his af- 
fairs, and the hope he had of a comfort* 
able provifion for Emily, if he could ob* 
tain her hand. << Mr* Cowper," laid 
Arthur, ^* has one of the nobleft minds 
^' inhabiting, the human frame«r . I knew 
" you would be my brother* I rejoice 
^< in your profp€<5l of blifs ; but toefFcft 
^* it, I fear you will find requires more 
'' management than ev^r i not with my 
<^ father and mother, but with Emily 
" hcrfclf. Her confcnt, at prcfent, ^ill 
have the appearance of deftu'ting the 

!* family 
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** family in the hour of dUlrefs > added 
*' to whichi ic may feem to be her in« 
•* tereft as well as her choice/' — " Oh h 
** but the grcatnefs of her foul !" cried* 
Edmund, — ** Is/' continued Arthur^ 
*< what I am mod airaid of ; but I think 
•* I have an argument that will fatisfy- 
** her. She has refufed, not only Colonel 
** Spicer, but our worthy friend Rowley, 
** both men of fortune ', this will remove 
« the latter objeftion -r but I doubt her 
" being prevailed upon to leave my fa-* 
<' ther and mother at prcfent."-— " Oh I 
" let her confcnt to be mine," faid Ed- 
mund,* ** and wc ihall all be as one 
« family."—" Happy, happy Edmund !" 
cried Arthur, ^* nurfcd in misfortune^ 
** reared by induftry, your guardian 
" angel has been watchful over you, and 
** prepared for you an enviable lot -, 
" while mine, from profperity and the 
*' faireft profpcfts, fuffers me to fink 

f7 5' within 
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" within the view of blifs, and permits 
•« the mod flattering years of life to be 
*' fpent in abfence from thofe who pof> 
«' fcfs my heart !** The contraft was 
ftriking, the lively manner tn which ic 
was made, touched Edmund to the fooL 
« Oh, Arthur !" fald he, " would to God 
** it were in the nature of things that I 
<* could take your place ! but of this be 
^ aflured^ tha€ my happinefs cannot be 
** complete till you- return, even if Emilf 
^ confent to be mine/* After a (bore 
paufe, Arthur fatd, with a (igh, *< I will 
^* think of you, and drive to dtiferve mj 
^ (hare, whether ic be my fate or noc"' 
They now walked in filence towards the 
village, but before they reached it, rouied 
from their reverie, they agreed to exert 
themfelves to enliven the Parfon^ge* 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

Mdmunfs hold Addnfu Litter % from Mtlford. 

' J Meeting of Creditors' Arrival of a Stran^ 

gor. Refute of the Meeting of Creditors. Jm* 

broy arrefted. Time of RtmoveUfi om Mari* 

ton determined. 

£dmund> encouraged by his uncle's 
approbation and plans, was refolved to 
lofe no time in patting an end to every 
doubt refpe&tng the fate of his attach-* 
xnent ; but his heart told him that before 
he applied to Aubrey, he (hould have 
Emily's permiflion to do it. He did not 
eafily find an opportunity to /peak with 
her by herfelf ; and he was at laA obliged 
to afk Arthur's affiftance, who, next 
momingf when Aubrey was employed 

in 
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in the ftudy writing letters to his credi- 
tors, and Mrs. Aubrey was engaged in 
fomc domcftic concerns, cffc(5led his 
wifh by drawing away Arthurina and 
Arthur- William. 

When Emily found hcrfelf alone with 
Edmund, fhc felt a flutter for which (he 
could not account; but he was.np longer 
the balhful, paflive, timid lover that he 
was when he confidered that he had no 
prctenfion to hope. ** Allow me, Mifs 
•» Aubrey," faid he, " to take this fa* 
" fourable moment to entreat your ap* 
*< probation of a paffion you have in- 
" (pired. Oh ! fufFcr me to take your 
" hand, and to fwear upon it the purcft,- 
«^ tcndereft, warmed vows, which you 
*^ have taught my heart to conceive. I 
" fwear then," continued hei eagerly irti- 
printing a kifs upon it; "I fwear——** 
Emily had fufFered him to take her hand, 
but no fooner felt his kifs upon it than 

flic 
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ftic recolleftcd Hcrfelfj and withdrawing 
itj faid : ^* Edoiund, I am not infenfible 
** of your worth j you dcfervc much 
*/ more happincfs than it is in my power 
'^^ to bcftow ; but this is not a time, nor 
f * arc w€. cither of us in a fitu^tion to talki 
*« of love/'—".! will convince, you^ 
** Emily/' cried he, " if you will but 
** hear me, that this is the fitted time, 
^^ and that I am in a fituation, to talk of 
tc love,"—" I am glad," faid Ihe, " to 
•* hear, of your profpcrityi buthcatwhofo 
*^ difpofal I am is not profpe^qus i and 
<.^ at all civents I will hear of i\o love thac 
<< he has not advifed^ nor of any that he 
•« docs, if he is to be wounded by it.'*-n 
«* I confeni^ 'Emily," replied he, ".ta 
•• leave my fate in his hands ; I aik bm 
?* your permiflloo to fpcak to him : I 
<« have already obtained my uncle's, if 
y you will confent to it/*— *' Edmund,** 
faid (be, ** I will treat you with the can- 

cc dour 
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«< dour you deferve. I feel for you a 
<^ more i^an common affeftion $ and to 
*< know that you think me wordiy of 
^ yours is truly grateful to my heart ; 
^' but the thought of any akeration of 
*^ life at prefent cannot enter my mind, 
<* You may tell what has now pafficd be<- 
^ tween us to fny father and mother, for 
^ I (hall do it. Hereafter, if things take 
^ a happier turn, and they advife it, 1 
<' will Tfften to you : meanwhile d«(ift 
^ from attempting to pidure to ydorfclf 
•* or to me a happinefs the enjoyment of 
•* which would be a reproach- to our 
*• minds at this bitter junfture.'^—** I am 
«• fatisficd, my Emi!y,** cried £dmund, 
^ with the delicious hope you have gi^n 
•'*me : yes, yes, things will take a happy 
•• turn at MeKbrd." Saying which, h6 
again took her hand and kifled it, nor 
did (he refufe it. She held in it i 
handkerchief, which (he left in hia hami 

without 
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without uttering a word% He looked ac 
it with rapture^ aad placed it in hts 
bofom. She fmiled^ and faid» (he 
hoped it would never again prove 
fo dangerous a^ it once had. StUl more 
cklighted to find it the handkerchief 
%vhich had been the caufe of his faM into 
the river, he killed it again and again^ 
and rowed be would prize it aa long as 
he lived, 

. Emily then entered info fome con<^ 
Verfation with him refpedting the re-» 
moval of, her family to Mctford; and 
Mrs. Aubrey joining theoi, entered into 
the topics it prefcntcd with great intereft* 
It was renewed when all the family were 
aS^mbled 5 they were delighted to dwell 
upon it i and Aubrey only waited fet 
letcrs from Mr. Cowpcr to rake the pre- 
liminary fteps. Thefc were not long 
delayed : Aubrey and Edmund both re- 
ceived anfwers by the return 6f the poft; 

To 
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To the former, Mr. Co wper, in the 
inoft friendly terms, expreflcd his plea- 
fure at the. determination, which it had 
occurred to hiqi ta make ; and to the 
latter he .fai(t, that as much of the re- 
maining five hundred pognds of Dr, 
Searle's donation as was neceflfary to 
complete Aubrey'^ ? iews, and efTcft bia 
removali was at his command ; that the 
whole, within two days, (hould be placed 
in thehands of hia banker at Gbucefter 
in Edt^und's name, who might draw to 
the full extent of it. It is not difficult 
to conceive the imprefTion made by 
thefe letters at the Parfonage : a new^d 
was giren to the e^e<;ni and a^fedioQ 
infpired by Cowpert and admiration was 
accompanied by praters for his happi* 
oefs* Edmund's delight was ineffable ; 
and he urged, Aubrey to affcmble his 
cr,ecjitonB'as foon as polllble, convinced 
that th^ offer his friend was enabled to 

make 
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make would fatisfy them, and procure 
ample time for a final fetttement, 

A full meeting was not cafily obtained, 

for feme of the creditors were not in the 

neighbourhood j and Edmund had fpent, 

not unhappily, the whole month of F.cbru^ 

ary at the Parfonage before it was eiFeftr 

eid, though the mod prcffing letters' had 

been wrictcti on the occafioh. ' At length 

a roeetiho; was held at an inn at Loush- 

bforough, where Aubrey, accompanied 

only by Edmund, appeared and' plaihl)r 

Rated his cafe. " Gentlemen,'* faid he, 

^* my fituation muft be amoft palnfu^ 

"*' one to a man acquainted with the na- 

^* tuVc of focicty, and fenfibleof the tin.* 

^ alterable rules of jufticc. No name too 

'«« harfh can be given to one capable of 

<« coolly meditating a breach of thofe 

«* 'rules ; but, on the other hand, fome 

• • • - 

*f lenity is perhaps due to him who is un- 
** warily led,ftepbyftcp,tocontra6ldebts 

« till 
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<^ till he Bnds hiaifelf unable to pay them/' 
— " Humph !*' grunted a lufty grocer, 
whofe knit brow brow befpoke a difiatif- 
fied mind -, '^ no man fhould contrad a 
^^ debt» unlefs he is clear he can pay k.** 
— " It wot]ld not be very ea(y, Sif/* 
faid Aubrey, roufed^ but not difconcerted 
by this remark, <* to fettle a definition of 
<^ the word clear in the fenfe you ufe ir^ 
•« for fuch cUameJs may require a pro- 
<< portionate fum to be confiantiy in 
« hand : but if expeftatton be a fufficient 
** clearncfs, your obferyation cannot ap- 
•* ply to me, I never contraded a debt 
<* without a profped of paying^ it \ and 
** though I am unfortunate at prefentj I 
** flill hope that it will finally be in my 
** power to difcharge every (hilling I 
" owe/*—" Humph I** faid the grocer^ 
*' I have no notion of a man bringing up 
*< a family to fing, pipe, and fiddle away 
<^ with my money ; nor to give Sunday 

" dinners 
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«• dinners to poor people at my coft."— 
Misfortune," faid Aubrey, *' naturally 
lays a load on the mind, which it is the 
^' part of wifdom to lighten as much as 
^^ poffible, if crime make no part of the 
^' burden. A man. Sir, muft be a monfter 
^* to break the fpirit of his children, who 
^' are involved in his fate: if muHc will 
** alleviate their calamity, he would be a 
*^ wretch did he not promote it. As to 
*• little fervices rendered to the needy,^ 
^^•they Ihould be conQdered as priority 
** debts : charity is a debt due to the 
^' Almighty, and I hope you will allow 
^ that bis debts ought to be firft paid." 
— " Humph I** cried the difputant> 
<<jufiice.in our dealings is alfaadebc 
•* due to GxxL" — ** True,'* rejoined 
Aubrey^ ^' but what creditor's demand 
<' is fo urgent as that of the hungry and 
<^ naked? The rich can better wait/* 
-.— '* Humph r* replied the man, ** it is 

"in 
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** in a manner difpenfing the properly 

*' of another : have you a right to do 

" that ?"— « Would to God I had the 

" power !** cried Aubrey, «* I would 

^ not debate the right : there is not a 

** wealthy man throughout the kingdom 

" into whofe purfe I would not plunge 

** my band, and while I left him luxury, 

*« I would difpenfe comfort to all. The 

*' rich (hould not forget that they are the 

" appointed fte wards of the poor.'*— 

" Humph 1 mayhap a creditor of yout's 

•* maybe poor/* — ** That,*' faid Aubrey, 

** I deny ; and if he ■ were, • Juftice and 

•* Charity would go hand in hand, and I 

^ would divide my laft (hilling with Him.' 

•* But I truft," continued he, *« that wc 

•* are not met ro' debate upon my errors; 

•* I hope I fee friends, not advcrfaries 

•* round me ; for I have called you toge- 

^•ther to ftate my fituation, afk your ad- 

•* vice, and follow your dircAions/' He 

then 
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then ftatcd at large the extraordinary, 
unforcfcen lofs of his family eftates, the 
difappointmcnt of his expeftatvon of pre- 
ferment, and his efforts to reform every 
fiiperfluous expence, concluding with his 
wifh to remove from Mariton, and his 
inability to offer more than a few hun- 
dreds among them; three hundred or 
three hundred and fifty at farthcft, which 
was not equal to a fourth of their dc- 
mands. When Aubrey ceafcd fpeaking 
a partial murmur was heard amojig the 
creditors; but fome feemed favourable, 
and a miller at the bottom of the tabic 
addrefling him, faid : " Mr, Aubrey, I 
•' firmly believe that were it in your 
" power, you would not only pay your 
debts, but take delight to afliil any 
man here ; I therefore, for my part, 
«« declare that I am perfefMy fadsficd, 
*« and if the reft of the creditors wilj 
*' agree, I fhall be happy to wait till you 
VOL. lY. p " arc 
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** are able, without taking away from 
." you the little money that remains io 
*' your hanck : nay, I am willing to fign 
y a receipt, and truft to you entirely, if it 
^^ IS ever in your power," A difpute 
here arofc among the creditors, who dif. 
fered widely in their opinions, and pro- 
ceeded to a very warm reprobatioa of 
the fcntimcnts of one another. 

In the midft of the debate Caefar en- 
tered the room, and delivered a leitcT 
to his matter from Mrs. Aubrey, con- 
taining thefc few lines : " A moft cxr 
** traordinary occurrence, my dearcfl: 
*« Aubrey, is the occafion of my (ending 
«* for you* I will not lofe time by cnr 
<« tering into an explanation ; but, left 
« you fhould be uncafy, I will jud fay 
** that this Angular event is of the moft 
<« fortunate nature, and confidered by 
4* me as the jntcrpofition of Providence. 
*• If poflible, leave the bufincfs you arc 

*' about. 
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^ aboiiti and tome home fbt- ah hour: 
"you may return;" On reading thfc 
notci Aubrey aiked his creditoi^ if he 
fhould leavb them to confider of What 
he had iaid ; and> upon rheir confenting, 
he told chetn that the letter he had joft 
.received mentioned a circumftance which 
rendered it neceflary for him to go homtf^ 
but that he fhould not be long gond. 
He then left them, and fet out immedi- 
ately with Edmund for Maritoi); Froth 
Csfar he learned that a ftrajiger with k 
ftiperbequi^ge had arrived at the Par- 
it)fiage> but of wfiat nature his vifit waft 
Caefar Icoew notbing. This, howeveiS 
•was foon explained by the gentkmad 
himfelF, whom he found Hftenring to a 
duet fung by Mrs^ Aubrey and Emilyv 
.Mrs. Aubrey immediately introduced 
them to eau:h other ; and Aubrey learned 
that he had under his roof the youngj' 
benevolen tj accompliibed, haadibmci and 

p 2 rich 
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Tich Mr, Hamlines of whofc wealth and 
ooble fpirit he had often heard. He 
took Aubrey by the hanc^, and with the 
prepoflcffingaddrcfeof virtue, beauty,and 
accomplifbtncnt united, repeated the bufi- 
tiefshehadalrcady opened toMrs.Aubrcy, 
•* I am come^ my dear Sir, to make you 
<« a propofal, which I hope will meet 
*' your concurrence, as I think it wiU be 
** mutually advantageous to us. You 
^* have never, I find, been told of Mrs* 
*» Aubrey's title to an eftate in the ifland 
.« of St. Kitt%/'— " Title !'' cried Au- 
brey, aftonifhed. " Yes,'* replied Mr. 
Hamline, *< as clear as mine to my 
*' cftatcs." He then proceeded to in- 
form Aubrey that the eftate alluded to^ 
called Montpclier, belonged toMr. Mel- 
vil, who had put it in tr»ft to pay off its 
debtf J and that at his death it was fup- 
pofed to be much involved ; but that 
i)av\ng for many years made good crops, 

. * he 
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be had no doubt of its being nearly, if 
not entirely clear of debts : that the truf- 
tee, who was a man of no principle^ ap* 
propriated the returns to himfelf, and had 
no fear of ever being called to account, 
the hcircfs having been fo long unheard 
of. Mr. Hamlinc then faid that he 
Oiould be glad to buy the title ; and that 
as he had the command of money, he 
would bring the truflee to an account. 
** I will make you a fair offer, Mr. Au- 
** brey,** continued he : "I know not 
^ what the full valiic may be, or how the 
^<* accounts ftand, and I muft be at a con- 
" fidcrablc expence j thefeforc I propofc 
V to give you five thoufand pounds for 
*-* the title ; if it prove worth more I 
^ fhall not be backward in a further ad^ 
<^ vance.** This was indeed a mbft un* 
cxpefted event i nor did Aubrey want 
much perfuafion to clofe with the offeri 
he was fufficicntly acquainted with the 

, p 3 charac* 
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charader of Mr. Hamline to know that 
he would make no propofal that was not 
only juft but generous. The bargain was: 
concluded to the general joy of the whole 
$imily; and it was agreed that the con* 
veyance fiiould be made as fbon d& pof« 
fible, with all the due formalities of law. 
Aubrey then inquired by what means Mr. 
Hamline had difcovcrcdtfae title to be 
in Mr5. Aubrey. " By tte mereft acci* 
^*dent/* faid Mr. Hamline, " which' 
•• arofc from the delay of your fonts' 
<' going to St. Kitt's; for it was to* 
^* mc that Mr, Cowper applied bc- 
*^ fore Chrifim^^s in his fitvour I again* 
*^ received a letter from him laft week, 
f accounting for the delay in an ami- 
>'abk, friendly manner; and men« 
M tioning, in order to intereft me the* 
^^ more for Mr. Aubrey, his mother 
9^ being the daughter of a Weft Indian 
♦« of St. Kitt'sj of the name of 
*« Mclvil i fo that I learned by 

'« the 
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'*'the moft iinlookcd for hazard what I 
** had been above a year endeavouring 
^* €0 difcover. Hearing bow welcome 
•^ the tidings might be to you, I deter- 
•* mined to come down to Mariton -, and 
^ I (hail be very happy to prove tnyfclf 
** a friend to die family. The Tpring 
^* ihips will be failing in about fix weeks, 
*^^and if Mr. Aubrey goes ouc I have no 
^ doubt of bcrng able to bt of fc^vice 

^ to him;'* Art!tuf affured him h^ 

< 

flVodd be proud of a patron of fuch i 
cJfiiara^cr; and Aubrey invited him td 
fals a* few days at the Parfonage. Td 
this he confented^ and, being made ac- 
(Ijuninted- with, the bufineft at Lough- 
borough, propofed to take Aubrty over 
fh his carriage, and fettle it at on(?e. 
The offer r vi as accepted* On the roacJ* 
Aubrey gave an account of the charac- 
teVs he had to deal withi ^nd it was de- 
termined to know what the refolutiOri 

P 4 ©f 
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of tht creditors was before he proceeded 

to fettle with them. 

When he met them, the majority had 

four faces. One faid, " Lookee, Mr, 

" Aubrey, I cannot do without my mo^ 

*' ney, and fo I am determined to hav;c 
ccit."_.<ri'ii have all or none^" faid 

another. ** So will I.'^~« And 1/ 
laid a third, and fourth. On the other 
hand, feveral aflured him that they would 
never trouble him : and among thefe, to 
his great furprifcj^ was his firft oppo- 
nent, who fpoke to him with a civility 
and kindnefs that won his heart, ** I 
V meant nothing by my blontnefs,** faid 
he, " but to try you j pray think no 
•* more of what you owe me ; I never 
•* Ihall."— '* However blunt the language 
" of a man,** faid Aubrey, ** the heart 
*« that didates fuch generoGty cannot 
" but be noble : but I rejoice more than 
" I can tell you^ in having it in my 

power 
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** power to convince you that it is not 
*^ fhown to one capable of abu6ng it, 
«< Have the goodnefs to write a receipt 
^' for the full amount of what I owe you, 
.** and I will immediately pay it/' • The 
.generous grocer indanily produced his 
pocket-book, noted the fum> and began 
to write, while others of the creduocs 
murmuredj^and faid it was unfair to pay 
one in preference to the reft% Aubrey 
then addreflcd the miller at the bottom 
of the table,, requefting tliat he woukl 
alfo write a, receipt. The honeft miller 
was with difHcuUy prevailed upon to do 
iti for, though Qxty pounds was money » 
thank God. he did not want it, and it was 
pulling a man to pieces to. take his> 
all from him* Aubrey, made^the fame: 
icqued of the.Qthcr creditors,, who hadt 
difcovercd fome milk, of human kind- 
. nefs.,.^,He then applied to Mr. Hanilinc 
w^o gave feparatc drafts to the. creditors,, 

F ^ according. 
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According to their refpedive cfemaiuls. 

*Updn being paid^ the grocer feemed 

anxious to be gone; bat Aubrey de- 

ctained him to witnefs the conclufion of 

the meeting; and thus addrefied the 

xreditors who remained unpaid : *' In 

**fpite of ^c candid rcprefcntation I 

^ made of the dreadful date of my 

^* affairs^ which evidently^ was not the 

** effeft of dilhonefl: dcfigns; in fpite of 

'" the humane example fet by thefc gen* 

^ tlemen^ who have doubkd ray ob- 

«• ligation to them> it is clearly your 

^ intention to pu(h me to the utmoft 

••'diftrcfi, to the horrors of deftitution, 

«* td wanty and ai prifon* Are ye men? 

•" creatures of the fame fpecies with 

*« thefc ? Will my fuflfcrings, the fof- 

*♦* ferings of my innocent femily put one 

(hilling into your pocket ? or is it the 

** wicked igrariflcation of fevehge tbit 

<* ye feck ? I call tfpon yovt, in the nattic 

'* a ^ ^ "of 
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^hfywf Creator, in that ofyourSavi-* 
^ our^ to reflc6l, to examine your heartsi' 
"and not to fulFcr thiem to be corrodc(f 
•*^by that fclfifhnefs and avarice b^ 
f* which fo many fowls are loft. -Iff 
** cap but awaken you to a fenfc of 
•* humanity, you wiU* be in debt to unc 
•* mfinit^ly mote than I now am to youj 
'* and I hope my prefent <^^nduft will 
** have fomc 'tffcd:. l have, tboogli urt- 
•* dcfignedly, encroached on your prd- 
*• perty, and- wonder not that you art 
''angry : but you might have been angry 
^•^'with conftdexationj and be affiired 
i** that no eaiTcbly law would be fufikient 
^*/to acqdt you of the confequences of 
•^^ inhumanity* ' The law that gives yoa 
<^^ a eight tDteat me from my faitiily^andi 
>^}to .caftjBeiAtaa;dungeoQ to become 
f' thcvifiimof diefpair>cart only be jqfr 
;** tifiediby die want df oche/ meate ti^ 
•<« cnfurc ,thc fidelity of comraftsj and 

I* 6 " iramor- 
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<5 immortalized wiU^ he be who fiian be 
*^ the inftrumeiYt of providing an ad&- 
^ quate fiibftitute for fo baneful^ (aarbW 
^ trary a power as is now lodged in the 
^ handsof indtvidiials^arubfticutewhicb^ 
<* while itenforcesjufticet (halldifappoint 
' ^< the merciless. An hour ago I was more 
<^ wiiling than able to pay you ; at pre* 
^ Tent I am more able than wiling* 
<< Would to God I I could fund what I 
^* owe you^ fop tha c^^tain maintenanoe 
f^ of fome poor families ^ and^ though I 
^ did not pay you a (hiUing> nay con- 
« fcicnce would acquit me : but I know 
^ the law,, and I fulnnkto ir^contcntwith 
V the difitrenee I have made in the mode 
« of paying men fo different in their na* 
f^ ture/* He then difchargtd the remain^ 
ing debts,, and took redeipts. Mr. Ham^ 
line was highly gratified with the twanner 
irt which Aubrey had fettled the bufinefsr; 
and they returned to^ Maritoo, the one 
• . glowing; 
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gtowing with delight at the opportune 
vifit he had made^ the other with a heart 
relieved of a heavy burden. On the ^ay 
Aubrey defcantcd with plcafure on the 
coadufl of bis favourable creditors, and 
particularly on the virtue of the blunt 
grocer: bur> when the carriage (topped 
at the Parfonage gate, he was extremely 
£)rprifed^ on getting out, to find himfelf 
once more arrefted. The arreft, how* 
tver» foon became a fubjcd of mirth, 
when it was known that it was at the fuic 
of the virtuous grocer, who, not expe£):^ 
log the rcfult of the niecting, had pre* 
leafed to have Aubrey taken at the door 
of his^houfe^ at th^e very time be affiired 
him that he would never trouble him. 
Crichton, the officer^ advifed an.adion 
for a falfe arrefti but Aubrey contented 
.J^iflifclf with a. laugh, and, the ejaculation 
of " precious . hypocrite 1" The Aii- 
.bceys now began to think themfelvts 

again 



bgain the favourites of Heaven. Mir; 
Hamline ftatd near a week with them^ 
during which the articles of agreemenf 
for Montpclicr, the MelvH eftate, was 
executed between him and Aubrey ; and 
the former offered the latter any part of 
the purchafe^money, though it was ne-^ 
ccflary to wait fome time for the pcr- 
feifiing of the conveyance, which could 
TK)t be made wkhoul the feparaoe ex-^ 
aminacion of Mrs. Aubrey. Aubrey 
took enough for immediate expcncts, 
•and his removal to Meiford ; and Ma 
Hamline left the Parfonage, after iovit«^ 
ing Arthur to make his houfe in towt 
his home previous to his failing. Aft 
account of tbcfe events were immedi*- 
'ately tranfmitted to Mr. Cawper, whd> 
'On confidcratbo of Arthur'is approach* 
ling departure, confe^ted to Edmund 
•femamihg to the laft wi<!h his friend : and 
^Aubrey being vefolved on leaving Marl- 

ton 
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ton as foon as poflible, again wrote to Dr. 
Bowes, to urge him to provide for the 
fcrvice of the church by the beginning 
of the month of April. 
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CHAPTER L, 

Bging thi longeft^ as tvM at tbi laft^ tbt ComUM 
cfwbicby it would bi impolig to pnfix^ 

The uncxpcftcd event which enabled 
Aubrey to difchargc all his debts, and to 
Gonfidcrhimfclfmaftcrofafurplusof near 
three thoufand pounds, rcftored that equa- 
nimity of fpiritSj, and that large balance 
of happinefs with which the Aubreys 
fecmed to be favoured by Nature, The 
time between Mr, Hemline's departure,, 
and the period for their removal to Mel- 
ford, was fpent with that double rcHlh,. 
which is ufually the tSt6k. of contrafted 
feelings i but that their enjoyment might 
not be more than human, it was occa-^ 
fionally and frequently mingled with the 

gainful. 
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painful rcfleAion» that Arthur was foon 
\o be fcparatcd from thenu Poor Ar* 
^hur, who fck himfclf doomed by fate to 
be torn from thofe he held mod dear, 
iXWl had room in his heart for fympathy, 
in the happinefs he faw reftored, and for 

delight at the good fortune of his friend 
Bdmund, whp, obtaining the confcnt of 
Aubrey, and Mrs. Aubrey, to woo his. 
Emily, had been blefled with her appro* 
bation as a lo\^er: for Aubrey, on conn 
fulting with Mrs. Aubrey, and at her 
requcft, had declared his intention co give 
each of his daughters kvtn hundred 
pounds at her wedding, to devote five to 
the equipment and advancement of Ar- 
thur, and to keep the red of his fortune,, 
amounting to about a thoufand pounds, 
to help the ftipend of the curacy, or to 
be turned to advantage for advancing 
Arthur.William, and for forming a fund 
for Mrs. Aubrey, in cafe of his own 

death. 
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death. The family were goihg to a 
place, where, with the fruit of therr tx^ 
per(ence, they might praftifc all the fru- 
gitHty ncceflary to independence ; the 
national diftribution of the little fortune 
which had fo providentially Iprung from 
the Melvil eftate, had hulhed pride into 
felicity ; and the ftttlemcht of the girls, 
cndcr thepro^ftionoff worAy men, was 
contemplated by Aubrey and Mrs. Au* 
brey, with the higheft fatisfaftion. 

The time for quitting Mariton ap- 
proaching, every arrangement for the 
purpofc was madt, ihe bills were paid^' 
tfhc articles necelfery to precede the fa* 
mily packed up, and fcnt off, aod the 
Aubreys took a formal leave of the inha- 
bitant?, little grieved to leave any of 
tfhem, except the Cambridges ; for Mr* 
Rowky was flill abroad. A few days 
before their departure, the new cOrate of 
Mariton came to take poffcflion, and 

purchafed 



pUrchafed tbe principd part of the farjai*^" 
turc wJjiqh fuiced the Parfonagc* It was* 
Vn^oimoufljr agreed, that Arthur fliould 
accofnpany the family to Mclford, where 
j^iibrey a&d Mfs, Aiut>r^y. would leave 
the girU a?)d ArchwrrWiltiain> and pro- 
ceed to X^ondoo with Arthur, to fix hift 
voyage, and to compl^Xf the convayance 
of tlicMdvileftate. Jnft.as Aubrey ha4 
named the dajr for thq cpmcncaceinc^nt 
of their journey, Caef^r. c^tnc in . wjth 
two letters, one from tli«e poft to Autvey, 
and one brought by an exprcfs, dircftcd 
td Arttor. Greit was the furprife' of 
th« party, when Anhur read his alovidr 
9S follows:"^ 

- " Lord Sudley carncftly defircs to fee 
** Mr. Arthur Aubrey, without a mo* 
^ mcm*s delay : his Lord(hip*s phyfi* 
•< cians have declared that he cannot re- 
•* cover, and it is his intention,^ for mone 
♦« rCdfons than one, but particularly onr 

*' account 
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'^ account of the brave manner in which 
** Mr. Aubrey fevcd his life, in the 
" grounds of Sudlcy Caftle» to leave him 
•* the whole of his difpofable fortune. 
•^ This note is diAated by Lord Sudiey, 
•* to his apothecary, who, at his Lord- 
** fhrp's dcfirc, is to forward it imme- 
^ diately by an exprefs. Lord Sudlcy, 
•• anxious to fte Mr, Aubrey before he 
^ dies, urges his immediate compliance; 

' " Sudley Carfle, 

''April 6th/' ^ 

It was dear, from this note^ that Ed-^ 
mund's deflgn in leaving Lord Sudley^ 
to- learn his name at his (leward*s houfe^ 
bad fucceeded, and that his Lordihip had 
beard x)( Arthur, and not of him : but 
the cfftA it had produced, had never en- 
tered his head, and he now wilhed that 
Arthur, inftcad of hlmfclf, had been his 
deliverer^ On refledion, however, nei* 

thcr 
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tlicr he nor his friends thought that ad- 
vantage could be taken of the preferit 
difpofition of the Prer, at leaft to the ex- 
tent fuggefted in the note j for a IcgAl 
deprivation of property was, in fuch 
cafes, no lefs a moral robbery. At all 
events, Arthur was the laft perfon ih 
the world, who could (land forward t6 
reap the advantage ; and it wasrcfolved 
-that Lord Sudley (hould be informed of 
his miftake : but whether pcrfonally, of 
by letter, was left to be decided next day 
at L-ficeftcr, where, by appointment in 
the letter received by Aubrey, which 
was from Melford, the Aubreys were to 
me^t Mr. Cowper and the Smyths; 
whofc journey M»*. Cowper's letter will 
Avow to be neither inconfideratc nor 
necdlefs. It was as follows : — 

" My dear Aubrey, As you are all 
«• ready to ftarr, will you fet out on re- 

^ ceiving this, and meet me, with my 

«*fifter 



0^4 /AUBRET. 

•'-fiftcr and Harriet, at Lciccftcr, on the 
^' lOth ? This is no compliment to you> 
•* but our journey is in coofcqucnce of 
" an invicaiion I have received from 
•* Mr. Bo water, tr> meet Smyth at his 
** houfe. I take his wife and daughter 
** with me to the inn, where he was fccn 
'** by the former, as it may lead to (bme- 
»*' thing. As I hope to find you aU 
'*' there, I will only add our bcft re- 
** gards, &c." 

V This intelligence immediately deter- 
mined Aubrey to fet out next morjiing, 
and Cfefar was difpatched to bcfpeak 
carriages. Edmund was at firft con(i* 
derably agitated, but virtue foon allayed 
the tumult of feeling. He faid, that he 
had no ambition to be owned by fuch a 
father 5 and as for fortune, though he 
fhould delight in throwing it at the feet 
of his Emily, it might be purchafed jtoo 
dearly. The Cambridges fpcnt th^ lafl: 

day 
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4ay with the Aubreys, ^ ^ain came 
the next morning early to fee cbem off. 
Betcy^ whole condud): had done her i# 
much credit, was, at her own rcqucS^ 
jocluded in che removal^ but flaid to 
fpend a week with her friends, as well ai 
to take charge of fome things that were 
Jcft behind, to be fent by the carrier. 
The family, after taking an affeftionate 
leave of the worthy amiable Cambridges^ 
fet out, Aubrey andMrs. Aubrey with Ajv^ 
thurina, Arthur-William andMrs, Miller 
in tlxe okl coach; Eqiily with her brotheis 
^nd Edmund, in a poft-chaife, ^nd 
Caefar bringing up the rear on horli>- 
back. They were at Lcicefter (onie 
hours before their friends from MclforcJ^ 
who arrived at the inn about one o'clock^ 
After an afFcdionate meeting, and cor- 
dial congratulations. Lord Sudley's let^ 
^er was communicated to Mr. Cowpe^s 
And it was determined that Edmund 

(hould 
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fhould go in perfon to watt upon 
^im, and inform him of his miftake, 
without lofs of lime. " To match your 
•' tidings of L'^rd Sudlcy/' faid Mr. 
Cowpcr, " I have extraordinary news 
*' to tell you. Have you fcen the ac- 
*^ count in the newfpapers of the arreft 
^* of a Colonel Thornville, i*ho is to be 
•* tried for forgery and bigamy ?"— 
** Oh, yes!'* replied Aubrey, «* and 
** grieved to think the army fo dif- 
'* graced/'-—** Then grieve no more 
" for the army,'* cried Mr. Cowper, 
*' but lament the fare, and the more be- 
** caufe merited, of our friend Jack El- 
•« ton."—** Elton !" exclaimed Aubrey, 
with more horror than furprifc, *' Good 
•* Heaven ! Elton !"— « Even fo," faid 
Mr. Cowper, taking a letter from his 
pocket, and giving it to Aubrey, ** he 
" was taken up at Glocefter, and willbc 
*• brought to trial for the forgery at the 

*• enfang 
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*^ enfulngalBzes, which commence next 
^' week. The evidence againft him is 
^* complete, and there is no doubc he 
" will pay the forfeit of his crime.'* 
The letter was addreiied to Mr. Cowper 
ac Melford) and was as follows :— 

" Dear, worthy Mr. Cowper, I know 
*^ the influence of your character to be fo 
'^ great, and your heart to be fo inclined 
^^ towards the unfortunate, that I call 
^^ upon you to fave roe, if pofllble, from 
*^ a wretched, ignominious fate* I will 
^^ ufe ^lo difingeauous artifice with you. 
♦* I have fpcnt my life badly, but I (cc 
** the folly of the courfe I have taken, 
^' and if my Ufe is fpared me, I will atoac 
*« for all my mifdeeds. Oh 1 that I had 
^« foUowed the wife advice you gave me 
« early in my outfet ! but my heart fixed 
«* itfclf on falfc pleafures, and they have 
<« brought me to this. Try, pray try to 
^< fave me, and you ihall witnefs the re- 

vou IV. Q^ ** form 
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•«* form your interpoficion will make. 1 
•*' am to be tried for a forgery, com- 
" mittcd inthc name of Colonel Thorn- 
** ville J but I am told by my lawyer, 
^* that I may contrive not to be idcn- 
*' tified. I know not bow he^tneans to 
^* manage it ; but he fays, if any man of 
••• known charaftcr will appear in my 
•* favour, he will be anfwerablc to get 
me off. Think, my dear fir, that by 
faving my life now, yeu will be the 
'** means of the final falvation of a foul ; 
-** and do not refufe your affiftancc. At 
^' all events, in the name of all that is 
" dear to you on earth, or in heaven, 
** do not refufe me the confblation of 
** feeing you.** 

** I made it a point,** faid Mr. Cow- 
per, when Aubrey had finifticd the let- 
ter^ " to fee him in my way through 
^< Gloccfter ; but I found, both by his 
^« own account, and by the rcfult of en- 

f * *^iry 
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«* quiry clfc where, that the evidence, 
** both as to his perfon and the fafl, was 
*• pofitivcand incontcftablc ; and I far- 
** ther convinced him, that, if it were n :>c 
*• To, my appearance would be injurious 
«* to him: for I could not poffibly, in 
** fpcaking of charaftcr, omit the bad, 
♦• more than the good parts of it. I 
^ faid all I could to leflcn the horror of 
*^ his fate, withopj: decreafing a fenfc of 
** the awful fcenc that awaits him 5 and 
*' I advifcd him not to rely on the 
*' lawyer, but on that Judge, who, by 
** being privy to the heart, can dcter- 
•* mine juftice in mercy. He Ihed tears, 
** and I (hook hands with him on part- 
« ing/'— *^ Dreadful !*' faid Mrs. Au- 
brey, " that a man of fuch ability, ad- 
<« drcfs, and good qualities, fhould come 
«' to an end like this !" — *• Yes, my 
«* dear madam," faid Mr. Cowper, ** it 
** is dreadful, but nothing is more na- 

Q^ 2 " tural : 
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«' tural : uncontrolled indulgence lca3s 
<« to guilt, and guilt to dcftruaioiu 
*^ Self-command is the only barrier 
«« againft the torrent of the paffions; 
<« and he, whom neither religion nor 
« common fcnfc can infpire with fugi- 
« cicnt foree toTaifc it, muft fooner or 
«< later be fwcpt awaj\"— " I never bc- 
« fore heard/' faid Aubrey, « that he 
•« was a married man/'—*' Nor I," favd 
<( Cowpcr, *' till in his contrition he ac- 
« knowledged that he. had a wife in the 
<< South of England, to whom he had 
*« hitherto fcnt a regular fupply of mo- 
« ncy.> on condition of her not molcfting 
cc him^ The woman whom iic has 
<* lately deceived and married, is in an 
«' humble fituation of life, but beautiful 
«' and innoc( nt: he defcrves to fufFcr,if k 
«' were only for this 5 but however jufticc 
4c inay guide . us to doom any being to 

*< fuffcr, a heart that has feeling cannot 

^c but 
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^ but relent, in fome degree, when the 
'* fuffcring takes place. Poor wretch ! 
•* he muft endure and pafsaway, and we 
**• muft pity and forget him." 

As Mr, Cowpcr fiud this, to the fur- 

prifc of 'hii friends j he darted out of the 

pooro, leaving the door open, an:I ia 

lefs than a minute returned, pulling in a 

ilranger by the flccvc. " Yes, fir,'* 

laid Cowper to him*. *' lam happy I Ia>v 

•^ you before you pafled the window j.the 

•^ fooner this eclairciflTement takes place 

•* the better; meanwhile, give me leave 

•^ to introduce you to Mrs. Smyth." He 

pointed to his (i(ler» informing her at the 

fame time, that the perfoa introduced 

was^ Mr. Smyth's doftor, at Okeham.. 

«• Upon my wordy madam,*' faid the 

dodor, ^* I (hall be very happy to pre* 

••^ fent to you Mr. Smy th> witii. whom I 

certainly have the honour of being ac- 

q[uainted i but I muft beg leave to fay^ 

ct.3 ^ that 
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'< that I think this gentleman is undcT 
'' a midake. I am convinced you do 
" not know Mr. Smyth."—" Sir/' faid 
Mr. Cowpci's fitter, ** ic is entirely 
'' at my brother's de fire that I confenc to 
*' be near where Mr. Smyih is, and I 
*^ hope I may never fee him ; yet if it 
*' fliould be neccflary, I certainly will 
** confront him.*' — " Mr. Smyth is 
*' much obliged to you, madam," replied 
the dodor, '' but what proof have you 
'* of his being your Mr. Smyth ? there 

" arc many of the name." — *' The beft- 
" proof, fir," rejoined Mrs. Smyth ; 
*' that of my own eyes: I faw him in this 
*' very room, not a minute before he 
** drove off in the poft-chaifc for Okc- 
" bam." — " Why ! my dear madam," 
faid be, raifing his hands and eyes, ** this is 
" proof pofitive, with a vengeance. Mr. 
«' Smyth was walking with Mr. Bo water, 
" not two minutes before I had the ho- 

•' nour 



AUBREYv 3+j' 

***nour of being led in here by your 
^'brother.. Bowater is ordering fome 
** oranges for his deferc to-day j and if 
** you look out at the window you maf 
** fee hin>' pafs;*' Scarcely were the 
words out of his mouth, when Mr. 
Bowater appeared in- fighr, and Mr; 
Cowpcr tapping at the window, re-- 
ceived a nod from him,. indicating lis in- 
tention to cooie in. Having hue to turn- 
in at the gateway, he was prefencly in the 
parlour, amidft the company,^ to whoai 
Mr. Cowpcr announced him by namCi 
and feparately introduced them^ to himjt 
After paying his refpefts : " But Mr.^ 
** Cow per," faid he, looking at the 
do£lor, " it. was not fair to forrftal me : 
*^I meant to have had the pWafure of 
'* the eclairciffcment at my houfe \ how^ 

** cver^ I am glad you are no longer in 
'^furpenfc/'— '^^ I nevcrwas in fufpcnfe,'^ 
laid Mr. Cowpcr, « "but I confcf* that 

0^4 '* my 
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" fry conduft depends entirely npon 
•' his, and he will find our proofs 
•* ftrongcr than his afllirancc.*'— ** Is it 
" poflTiblc ?•' cried Mr. Bowatcr ; ** can 
" I believe my cars ? He muft indeed 
*' poflefs matchlefs aflurancc, if he deny 
<^ the truth before you both } and when 
^' I look round, I chink he muft be to- 
'* tally void of feeling, if he can pcrfift.'* 
Then turning to the doctor j "For God's 
** fa:kej" continued he, ferioufly and with 
great warmth, " I entreat you to ex- 
" plain, my dear Smyth.'* Here the 

fientleman burft into a loud laugh, and 
going up to Mr. Cowper, faid, " Pray 
forgive me for the trick I have played 
you i but I could not help ic for the 
*• life of me; it fell fo pat in my way, and 
" was fo much to my humour/* Then 
advancing to Mrs. Smyth, faid, " I ear- 
•^ neftly beg your pardon, my dear ma- 
** dam s I did notrefledb, or I (hould not 

" have 
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•* have played upon your feelings, for 
♦* they are of a fcrious nature. I woulJ 
f' I could make you a reparation. Had 
*^ I had the happincfs fooic infcnfible 

** fcoundrcl of my name has enjoyed, I 
^^ ihou]d have prized it to the laft breath 
" I drew. I hope ihatnotonc Smyth in ten 
•* thoufand is fo devoid of taftc and feel- 
ing, as he to whom you were unhap- 
pily too favourable." — *' But, fir, 
feid Mrs, Smyth, " what does this 
" mean ? My eyes could not have fo 
*' deceived me, as to make me miftake 
*• you for the man wc talk of. Did 
^ you not come into this parlour in the 
•* afternoon that my brother followed 
<« you to Okeham V* — ** I certainly did 
*^ not,'* replied he, •* nor had I ever 
** before the honour of feeing you/'— 
<« This is very unaccountable,*' (aid 
Cowpcr. ** Let us call in the landlady,'' 
laid Mrt Smych^ '* (be may throw fome 

Q. 5 " light 
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" light upon the matter : perhaps the 
*« Mr. Smyth was in the houfc that day." 
The landlady was called in; (he faid, 
" She knew of no other of that name 
** being then at the inn ; and that the 
*' Mr. Smyth in company, was the per- 
*^ Ton who went away in the poft-chaife, 
<< at the time the lady fainted : and the 
** could give no clue by which the other 
" could be traced/' — " Bur, fir/' faid 
Mr. Cowper, addrefling Mr. Smyth, 
<< how could I be fo deceived as I was at 
" Okeham ?"— ^« As for that/' replied 
Smyth, *' it is very eafily accounted for: 
" you came prepared to be deceived^ 
<< and my fancy was fo much tickled with 
«< the images of the deception, that I 
** could not let you efcape. I fcduced 
«* the landlord into my fcheme ; I 
" blacked my face with cork, that you 
*' might not diftinguifli me if you faw 
<< me, and I kt you catch me in the 

" operation. 
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•^ operation^ that it might heighten your 
*' conviftion^ which I completed by ex- 
" prcflions Bowatcr's letter enabled me 
** to dcvife. To keep up the farce, as 
*' foon as you were farisfied of my being' 
** your man, I waflied my face, and came 
" down to you as my dodlor ; and the 
" fimplicity of your mind, a9forded mc 
** an opportunity of giving you a fopo- 

*' rific, by which I got the dart of you 
" next morning." Here Mr. Smyth, 
tickled with the recollcftion of the fccnes 
at Okehamj could not help laughing at 
them, and the remembrance had a finii- 
lar effect on Mr. Cowpcr ; but the reft 
of the company feeracd more difgufted 
than delighted with humour, difplayed 
and enjoyed at the expence of a virtuous 
charader, and which awakened and pro- 
longed thofe painful feelings that Time 
was wearing out. Aubrey's countenance 

<U6' was 
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was particularly ferious, and he was 
about CO make fome obfervations on the 
general dcfe£l of judgment in humourifts, 
when Cowper, unwilling to fpread a 
gloom on the day, prevented him, by 
jocularly faying, that Smyth the Mcrry- 
Andrew, was certainly a more innocent 
man than Smyth the villain.-—'* Come, 
" Awbrey,** cried he, *' let*s be merry, 
•* we have caught a droll fifli."— " I 
•* own,'' faid Smyth, " I carried the 
** joke too far, but from the good-na- 
" ture I fee in the parties, I hope my re» 
*' pentance will not be unattended with 
«« forgivencfs." This being faid fc- 
rioufly and feelingly, produced the cffcA 
intended j and Mr. Cowper, fctting the 
example, Mr, Smyth was received into 
the good graces of his friends, Mr. Bo- 
water begged to add the Mariton to the 
Mclford travellers, at dinner s and on 

his 
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his promifing to let them ofFcarlf, that 
they might reach Warwick before dark, 
the invitation was accepted. 

The certainty of Mrs. Smyth's mind 
that (he had feen her hufband, was 
too pofitive to be difputed j yet the 
fiidden vanifiiing of the apparition was 
as extraordinary as any of the reported 
iilufions of fancy. It was equally vain 
to purfue the man as the phantom $ and 
Cowper and the Smyths determined to 
refume their former indifference about 
htm. After a pleafant day fpent with 
Mr. Bowater, the party left Leicefter^ 
having interchanged places in their car*- 
riages. Mr. Cowper being in the coach 
with Aubrey, they confultcd together 
refpefting ftiture arrangements s and, as 
they approached Warwick, the fubjeift 
of Lord Sudley prefented itfelf. ** I 
** know not," faid Mr. Cowper, ** why 
<' Edmund fhould not profit by this 

" man's 
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" man's death* bed generofity. He has 
«' no children ; his coudns arc his neareft 
«' relations 5 and thefc dcfcending from 
" a female branch, there is no heir to 
** the. title, ^^hich ofcourfe becomes ex- 
«^ tinft. I would not have him difinhc- 
«' rit them, but I really think that he 
" who, at the rilk of his own life, favcd 
^^ his, is more entitled to confideration 
" than men who are watching anxioufly 
<* for his death, 1 (hall not be forry if, 
<< on an explanation with Edmund, he 
<« (hould leave him a part of his. for- 
«* tunc." Aubrey agreed that it would 
be dcfirable, provided the gift were not 
extended to a dcvifc of the family eftate. 
As foon as the travellers arrived at 
Warwick, Mr. Cowper went himfelf to 
Lord Sudley's apothecary, Mr. Spence» 
to inquire what ftate his lordfliip was in; 
and was informed that he could not laft 

more than three or four days longer. As 

• 
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it was growing late, Edmund's viGt was 
poftpoacd till tKc next morning at eleven 
o'clock, Mr. Cowpcr being told by Mr. 
Spence, that that would be the bed hour 
to fee his lordfhip, and that he himfclf 
fhould then attend. In the courfc of the 
evening, the converfation turned a great 
deal on the fituation of Lord Sudlcy, 
on his charafter, his fortune, and fa- 
mily; and Mr. Cowper advifcd Ed- 
mund to argue with him on the pro- 
priety of fuffering his poffeflions to de- 
fcend to his heirs^ but by no means to 
rejcft a bcqucft. In the morning Ed- 
mund rofe earlier than the reft of the 
party, and calling up Arthur, the two 
friends ftroUed together over to Bur- 
ford, where they breakfaftcd at Lord 
Sudley*s fteward's 5 and, at eleven, Ed- 
miwid repaired to the Cattle, The firft 
thing he did was to enquire for Mr. 
Spence the apothecary, whofc letter to 

^ Arthur 
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Arthur he acknowkdged, and begged ta 
know if his iordfhip would (ec him then^ 
" Sec you !*' faid Mr. Spencc, '* 1 be-^ 
licvc it is the hope of feeing you that 
has kept him alive for thefe two days^ 
•* paft ; for I really think him better 
** fince he has talked of you than he was 
•* a week ago. I muft, however, break 

" the news of your arrival to him ; fo 
" remain here till I come to you again /^ 
Mr. Spence was not long before he re- 
turned ; and, defiring Edmund to move 
gently and to fpeak low, conduced him 
to the chamber of the dying nobleman> 
and then retired. 

Lord Sudlcy had been lifted from 
his bed and placed upon a couch : he 
was alone; and, as Edmund approached 
him, he raifcd his hollow^ dim eyes to- 
wards htm, gave him his hand, and, wkh 
a fdint voice, defired him to (it in the 
chair which, by his direction, the apo« 

« thecary 
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thecary had purpofely placed near the 
coiicb* Edmund obeyed. " I revive 
** at the fight of you, my worthy young 
** friend," continued he, in the fame 
feeble voice: " you (hall help me to 
** die with more tranquillity than I 
*' thought. Oh ! death i$^ dreadful to 
*• mc I but I have endeavoured to rob 
** him of a little of his terror by a will^ 
*' in which 1 have both difcharged as far 
'' as I could my obligation to you, and 
" made an atonement for the injury I 
*^ once did your virtuous mother, by an 
" infamous flander/* Paufmg through 
fteblenefs, Edmund feized the oppor^ 
tunity to undeceive him. " Permit me, 
•^ my lord,'* faid he, in a low tone of 
voice, replete with tendcrncfs, "to fay 
•^ a few words before you proceed."— 
<< Do," faid he, ag^in putting out his 
hand, and prefling Edmund*s, " do, my 
" dear Mr, Aubrey ; and, if your fpeech 

*«bc 
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" be but as kind as your countenance, irt 
^* will be a cordial to my foul.*'—" I- 
*' wifh,my lord/' replied Edmund, «thar 
*• it were in^ my power to fay any thing* 
** that might produce fuch a happy ef- 
** (cA : mod happy fliould I be to fay it; 
" but I fear I fhall rather damp your' 
'•feelings by the awkwardnefs of my 
«' communication. Your lordlhip knows' 
*^ me to be the fortunate perfon who' 
*' was fo timely in his vifit of your 
*' grounds ; but it is neccffary that I 
** ftiould inform you that, from my leay- 
•* ing you to learn my name at your 
^^^ (leward's, you have fuppofcd me to* 
"' be the friend whom I that day accom- 
" panied, and who,. being better known- 
'**than I at Burford,.was reported to 
** your lordQiip: I am not Arthur Au-^ 
c^brey/'—" Then, for God's fake !"^ 
cried Lord Sudley, exerting his feeble 
voice J " tell rac inftamly who you arc r* 

*^ what 
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^ what is your name ?"— »^ My name,*' 
replied he, " is Smyth."—" Smyth T 
faid Lord Sudley, ftaring at the manly 
youthj foftening into tears at the fad 
ftatc of the ob}c£t before him : ** Smyth! 
" and your chriftian name ?'*■—" Ed* 
*5 muad.'* — " How V* exclaimed Lord 
Sudiey^ in great agitation -, <' what was 
" your father ?"— *< Alas ! my lord, I 
** never knew a father!*'—" Where were 
" you born ?"— " At Oporto." Lord 
Sudley gazed wildly, and attempted to 
fpeak; butj before he could utter a 
word, his eyes clofed, and his head funk 
back upon his chair. 

Edmund, prepared by the account 
given of Lord Sudlcy's (late for his 
death, conceived he was gone for ever, 
and flood contemplating mortality. He 
raifed the hand that had fallen by his 
fide, and held it in his, examining the 
emaciated appearance of premature ex- 

haullion. 
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hauftion. " Who,** thought he, •« thar 
** could behold fuch a figure as this,- 
** from which the foul has been expelled 
^' before its time by debauchery, but 
" would avoid the courfe, the fetal, cer- 
^< tain courfe^ that leads to fo deplorable 
«« an end V He QiU held the hand^ 
and was looking earneftly ar the face,. 
when L')rd Sudky> who had only fainted^ 
opened his eyes» Edmund^ feeing his 
iniftake, gently replaced on the chair bis^ 
lordQiip's hand, by which he felt his 
own foftly pftffcd, and haftcned to the 
ancichambcr for the apothecary, who,. 
returning with him, foon revived his pa^ 
ticnt by applying the ufual ftimulants*. 
On coming to himlclf. Lord Sudly 
beckoned Edmund to him, pulled him 
to his- bofom, and cri«d ovrr him like a. 
child. This emotion Edmund afcribcd- 
tv debility and dotage ; and he had too- 
much tendernefs in his heart to inter-- 

nipt 
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Tupt the gratification of the dying man, 
whom he fufFercd to fold him in his 
arms with all the ardour the poor feeble 
Jimbs around him could tcflify. For 
fome minutes Lord Sudlcy continued 
weeping and embracing the paffive 
^youth, till Mr. Spence defired he would 
defift, if he wifhed not to be fpecdily 
-cxhauftcd. He now reftrained himfelf j 
iand Edmund rofe from his reclining; 
pofturc. After gazing at him for a mU 
«utc : •* This," cried Lord Sudlcjr, 
.^' mpft be the work of a prefcient 
^** Being/* He then defired Edmund to 
take his cJiair again j and, having re- 
cruited his ftrength by a cordial draught, 
^endeavoured to compofe himfclf, that he 
might fpcak with confiflency. " You 
'♦* know not — '* He ftoppcd ;. his heart 
was too full, his nnnd laboured ; he con- 
iidercd a minute, and then proceeded 
thus; '* I have bethought me : I will 

" aft 
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•« aft coolly. TcU mc, dear boy, have 
•' you any relations near this place ?** — 
«* My lord," faid Edmund, " my uncle, 
** my mother, and Gftcr, arc now at 
« Warwick."— «« Merciful God!*' cried 
Lord Sudley, " this is thy work ! Mr. 
** Spcnce, I beg you will inftantly or- 
" der my coach, and go and entreat 
** them to come to me immediately; 
** afTure them that their prefcnce is of 
•* the utmoft importance to this youth, 
«* and take no denial." — <* My lord," 
faid Edmund, *' permit me—" — " Noj 
•• oh, no ! you muft not leave me again 
*' while I live!" replied his lord/hip. 
Edmund then told him that the Aubreys 
were with his family, and that Arthur 
was at his fteward's houfc. *^ Is it pof- 
*^ fible !" cried Lord Sudley, throwing 
his faint eyes up to Heaven ; " well, fo 
** much the better. Mr. Spence, tell 
** them, I bcfcech them all to comcj 

'* tell 
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•**trfl them to come in mercy to a dying 

"<• man !'* Edmund faid that, if his 

lord(hip would allow him only to flep to 

Burford while the carriage was getting 

ready, be would defire his friend to cn- 

'force his requeft An fuch a manner as 

would enfure an immediate compliance; 

and, on his promlie to be abfcnt bat a 

few minutes. Lord Sudley acquicfced. 

His lordfhip's nurfe 'being called in, he 
was left to her care ; while the apothe- 
cary went to execute the commifllon 
given to him, 

Edmund told Arthur what had palTcd 
at Sudley Caftle, and prcflcd him not to 
let Mrs, Aubrey or his fitters (lay be- 
hind ; for, as his mother was mentioned 
in Lord Sudley's will, (he ihould render 
his laft hours aseafy as might be efFedled 
by a perfonal forgivenefs. Arthur pro- 
mifed to bring the whole party -, and Mr, 
Spence coming up to the fteward's 

door 
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door in the coach» Arthur went into iti 
and Edmund returned to Lord Sudley^ 
^' Edmund !" faid his lordftiip^ « come 
«* hithtr. My boy/* continued he, gaz^ 
ing at him, *' I have fomething for you 
«< to do. There is paper in the drawer 
^< of this little table, and here is pea and 
^< ink ; write what ididatc/' Edmund 
^* took a pen, and wrote the following 
Ihort note in his lord (hip's words : 
« Lord Sudley hasbulincfsof the utmoit 
" importance, which admits of no delay, 
«« and dtfires that Mr. Langford will 
*• come to Sudley Caftle on receiving 
«< this/' Having folded it anddircftcd 
it to John Langford, Efq, Warwick, the 
nurfc was ordered to difpatch it immc* 
d lately by a man on horfeback. Ed* 
mund remained with Lord Sudley» and, 
imputing his emotions to his enfeebled 
flate^ fubmitted kindly to be gazed at, 
to be occalionally embraced and bathed 

in 
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in cears^ and to be examined on the 
events of his Ufe> his education, and his 
principles. Meanwhile, Arthur and Mr. 
Spence arrived at the inn at Warwick, 
and, though Mrs. Aubrey at firft ob- 
jefted, foon prevailed upon the whole 
party to go to Sudley Caftle. On their 
arrival, they were ftiown into the mag- 
nificent library formerly dcfc^-ibed, 
which had a communication, by means 
of a private ftaircafe, with the fuitc of 
apartments occupied by Lord Sudley. 
Mr. Spence, who returned with the 
company, went alone to his lordfhip, 
to announce with cautioa the fuccefs 
of his commiflion. On hearing it| 
«^ Spence," faid he, *' I have a very fc- 
" vere trial to go through j give me 
*' fomethingtoaffift me in fupportingit." 
Having taken a cordial, he faid that 
he. felt as if he were equal to it : ** but,'* 
addjed'bc, •** attend to .my directions. I 
VOL. IV* R " can 
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** can only admit the party gradually; 
** and, perhaps, I (hall not be able to fet 
** them all. I wifli to fee Mr. and Mrs. 
** Aubrey firft.*' Mr. Spence went for 
them ; and^ while he was gone, Edmund 
placed chairs near the couch to receive 
them. ." How good is this !" faid Lord 
Sudley, as Mr. and Mrs. Aubrcj^ ad- 
vanced towards him, *^ toconfcnt tore- 
" licve in fume degree the heavy, the 
/' very h^avy burden that is weighing 
" me down.**"— «* My lord,*' faid Au^ 
brey, " you will render it light by de- 
** voting your foul to that unfeigned re- 
." pentance which we nave learned from 
*« the beft authority is fo valued in Hea- 
€i vcn."— " Alas I" replied Lord Sud- 
ley, ** there can be but little hope in a 
" dcath-bed repentance i yet what hope 
" therp may be muft arifc from aftions, 
*^ not from vain> timid cries, addfefled 
'< to. the Almighty. I have more hope in 

«' the 
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** the juftice which God, in his goodnefs, 
*' has called upon me to do before I die, - 
^^ than in all t*he prayers a guilcy con- 
" fcicnce can diftate. In the outfct of 
" my life, I infamoofly wronged that 
" lovely, virtuous woman, the diftrefTcs 
" of whofe family have lately reached 
" my ear: if putting them above diftrcfs 
" be any atonement, oh ! accept and 
** forgive me !'* — " I do forgi';^ you, my 
«^ lord," faiJ Mrs. Aubrey, fo affected 
that the tears fan down her cheeks ; « I 
*^ forgive you from the bottom 6(^ my 
<* heart/' — '' Thank you ! thank you !" 
faid Lord Su-iley : •* O! that I could as 
" eafily obtain the forgiycnefs of alii 
<' but reparation is but of my power. 
'* Among others, that poor, weak wo- 
^* man, who calls herfelf Lady Sudley ^ 
•^ alas ! juftice compels me to degrade 
«' her in the fight of the world : .Aubrey, 

*« Ihe Is not legally my wife rbuiTde- 

•f 
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«^ ky too long an d£t which I was willing 
you fliould wicneis. Pray, Mr. Spcnce, 
requeft the favour of Mr« Cowper to 
*' come in." While Mr, Spcoce was 
-gone for him» Lord Sudtey, pointing 
to Edmund, laid co the Aubreys : ^^ you 
^' know who this youth is ; that I atn 
^' indebted to him for faving my life i 
^^ can I do better than beftow my for- 
* tunc on him?''— «« My lord,** faid 
Aubrey, ** he is worthy of your gene« 
^* rofity ; but he thinks, with all his 
•* friends, that your lord(hip's heir — ** 
"^^^ Should inherit the bulk of my for- 

<^ tune,*' faid LordSudley, interrupting 
Aubrey : '' it is a Juft opinion, and fhall 
*^ have its full weight upon my conduft 
" at this awful crifis." 

Here the nurfe coming in from the 
anti*chamber, told his iorcUhip that Mr. 
Langford was at the door i and was bid 
to fend him in immediately. Mr. Lang* 

ford 
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ford entered on his tip-toes, and ulcntly 

(took a chair by Aubrey. He was hardly 

Icated, when Mr. Spcnce introduced 

Mr. Cowper, who, advancing toyjards 

Lord Sudley, faid, *^ At your rcqucft, 

•' my lord, though with much pain — '* 

he Hopped, looked ftcdfaftly at Lord 

Su41ey, then (hrunk back as if gazing at 

a phantom. Lord Sudley, fixing his 

eyes on Mr. Cowpcr, laid deliberately, 

in a faint, but hollow voice : *• This is 

^* no time for refentmentj I am going 

" to my laft account, and juftice m\\ be 

** done ; but, while I yet live, tell tbis 

f* noble youth, as he might well doubt 

*^ from me what I hardly believe myfelf, 

« who I am/" Thi6 addrefs,- and Mr. 

Cowpcr's extreme furprife, excited the 

utmod aftonifliment in the Aubreys and 

Edmund. " I am not miftaken, then ?'* 

faid Mr. Cowpcr; " yoii tell me that 

*' my eyes do not deceive me/' — " It 

R 3 " waa^ 
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*' was a healthy face that deceived you, 
** Cowpcr,** replied Lord Sudley ; *'niy 
*• hollow cheeks and dying eyes tell you 
*« truth."—" Great God !'' cried Cow- 
per, ** how infcrutablc thy providence ! 
** but in all things thou wilt appear^ 
" here or hereafter, omnifcient, juft, and 
" good. Oh! be merciful to this un- 
*' happy, repentant creature, and forgive 
" him all his fins !" He then took Ed- 
mund by. the. hand, and, placing it in 
Lord Sudlcy's, faid, •* Take him, my 
'* lord ; I prcfent you a fon worthy a 
" thrpnc.7 Thw' aftonifhcd youth knelt 
to embrace his . father i who, gently 
prefling him to his heart, faid, " Yes, 
** you arc my fon, /glory to acknow- 
" ledge you i but I am afraid you mil 
" never be brought to believe that you 
•' are the fon of a man who could defert 
** you and your mother ; of that villain 
** Smyth, who, after betraying and ruin- 

•Mng 
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**'ing your pure, unfufpicious uncleii Idft 
*' you on his hands in a foreign land, - 
" without the means of fiapporU: But," 
^* if you do acknowledge mc, I fchoiw' 
** you will forgive me 5 for youhAV^' 
"learned of him how to firbear.and' 
*^ how to forgive."— "Oh, my lofd h 
" my Ibrd !" cried EdmuDd,— " Mf 
" lord r* replied Lord Sadlcy ; " and* 
" will you not give me a tenderer tiilc?"* 
— " Oh, ytSi my fachcr,-' cried Ed-' 
mund, whofc tears flowed dovbJy.at.the* 
omiflion, natural as it was: " 1 btlceth' 
** you not to. reproach yaurfelf; for 
" your prclint fcnticnciits more . tbaa- 
" compenfato all that, is ^paft," Here 
Mr. Spcncc interpofed, and> begged 
Lord Sudley to ne(l for fgmc titiic i -.thcA 
turning to Mr. Cowper, afluircd himitliat 
it was of t{ic utmoft /CQirfcqupnce tP tb(5 
fcitlement of his afFairsy tha.t hisjordfliip 
fliould exert bicnfclf no more a^prcfcnc. 

R 4 " I am 
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*< I am fenfible that Mr^ Spcnce is rights" 
faid Lord Sudley ; << it. will be better 
*^ that I (hould be left for a little whUe ; 
<' I feel tnyfelf again exhaufted. Go, 
'* Edmund, and plead with your mother 
<' and your (ifter to forgive and fee roe. 
^^ Do you, Cowpcr, tell them you have 
** prayed for me ; your example win 
** have a good efFed : So will Mrs. Au- 
'^ brey's ; and do, my dear madam, tell 
^^ Lady Sudley that I would have feen 
^* her firft ; but that, vriien I re6e£ted» 
•* 1 thought the difcovery would be bet'- 
^* ter made by her brother, Aubrey, F 
" (ball want to talk with yoti by and by j 
*« you will not, I hope, leave Sudley 
<« Cattle at prcfcnt/* Aubrey faid. thai 
he would noti and, after giving his 
hand* to Lord Sudley, who held oiK his 
to hirli, kd Mrs, Aubrey out, followed 
by Edmund. " Cowper,'* faid Lord 
Sudley, as he was about to follow, " all 

«' things 



\ 
I 



AUBREY, 369 

'^ things wUl b$ eafily es^pkinc^ : Mr. 
'* L^pgford^ that gentlenian|i$ <ny agenc^ 
^^ and was the pc^fon who ob^ined ipy 
*^ remittances in thf n^e of Smytl^^ 
^ an4 forwarded ;h|Pin to Pportp, though 
^C till this mornifig h^ never h^ard any 
•* thing pf my marriage with yoqr fifterj 
'< but (he, no dQubr> has the certificate^ 
<* and I 'how acki^pwledge her beforfs 
<* him as Jl-ady Sudlcy/* Mr. Cpwpcr,^ 
prefenting him his hand, and fayjqg that 
his pri^fent condy^ made all ^he amends 
he cc^uld wiihj left the room • but Mr. 
X^ngford (laid a few minutes Igpger tp 
receive fom^ inftrMCtions from his lord- 
ihip* 

Hpw.the reUt^^n pf chU c3|ti;^ordinary 
evejac wa$ received in the library, will bie 
readily concieived. Wonder, with co^. 
fufcd cmmions of forrow m^ joy, . per- 
vaded the friendly circle^ Edmvod's 
mother, who had been long refigned to 

u 5 the 
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the will of Providence, rfnd whofc rcfig- 
nation had not been difturbed, though 
her nerves had been agitated by the 
fight of her hufband at Lciccftcr, yielded, 
when her furprifc abated^ to thofc feel- 
ings which, in Ipite of her t njuries, were 
infpired by the account of Lord Sudley's 
fufierings and condud: $ and (he blefled 
God that his diflfolution had been fuffi* 
cicntly protradled to allow the view of 
death to awaken in his mind a fenfe of 
his eternal danger. When (he was told 
that he had acknowledged her before 
his agent as Lady Sadley, the gratifica- 
tion fhe expreffed turned entirely on the 
profpeft it opened for her children. The 
afFeftingfcene that had paffed, and the 
folemn event about to take place in the 
Caftle, retrained all pleafurable feelings 
among the young folks, who fpoke more 
by looks than by words. 

After 
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After refting about two hours on his 
bed^ Lord Sudley was again fifted to the 
couch, and an interview. took place be- 
tween him and Lady Sudley, whofe fori 
givenefs, in confideration of his awful 
ftace and repentance^ was beilowed as 
foon as it was afked. Edhaund pre- 
fcnccd his fiftcr, of whofe birth Lord 
Sudley had never heard till ffae was merf- 
tioned by her brother. She bore ^ 
ftronger refemblance to his family even 
than Edmund^ and he wept over her as 
he had done over him* Mr. Spcnce, 
who dill attended, would not fuffer fuc^ 
fcenes to be prolonged ; and Lord Sud- 
ley defired Edmund and Harriet to go 
^nd (Vay with Arthur and his lifters, and 
requeft Mr, Cowpcr, Aubrey, and Mrs, 
Aubrey, to come to his chamber. In 
the mean time. Lord Sudley lift-ened to 
the afFeAing confolations of Lady Sud- 
ley, who wasfpeaking when her brother 

R 6 and 
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and the Aubreys entered. ^^ Cow{:ter/' 
&t^ Lord Sudlcy^ as foon as they Were 
ieatedj " in a worklljr point of vieir^ 
<^ what have I not loft by my defernoa 
!^^ of this angelic woman ! but, alss I 
<< even that, grc^t as it is» is fmall in 
<^ comparifoh with the lofs of my fou). 
^< Oh, death 1 death ! bow dreadful art 
<^ fhou to the wicked man ! Tbefting tf 
f^ death is Jin I and where, Aubrey, 
^' where is the kind hand that can extraft 
^' It on the bed of death ?'' Before Au- 
l^rey exprefled his feadntent on this 
queftion, he thought it proper to inquim 
into the nature and progrefs of Lord 
Sudky's, repentance. His lonUhip 
frankly owned that he never had had 
any opinion of the dodrines of religion 
till the view of death brought him to it- 
fie A on a future ftate *, that, all hope in 
this life failing, he had by degrees 

wrought himfelf into it conviction of the 

X truths 
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truths of tevealed religion, whkh hefiM 
he foBAd more ftfongly fupported bf 
reafbn than he had evct thought poffible*> 
ftnd even more than natural religion, cd 
which there was an objeftion no ftrength 
of reafon could fur/noone^ arifing from 
the mii^ture of evil in the work of t 
benevolent power; an objedtion that 
had been removed bj the light of the 
gofpel, which, with all its diMculdes^ 
had furnifhtd the only clue for conduc- 
ing the underltanding through the maze^ 
in which it wa& entangled in tht ftudy of 
the nature of man ) that, (^ this convic* 
tion, he had become a Chriftian, and 
had taken the facrament: that he had 
endeavoured to atone-for his fins, but that 
in general, from the nature of his-crimes, 
reparation was out of his power i though 
God had maaifefted his goodnefs by Ufs 
expededly briogii^ in his way fholb 
whom he had ttko& injured. «^ Did you 

"not 
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«* Tiot kaow^ my lord," (aid Cowpcr, 
«that I lived at Mclford?*' — « On 
<« the contrary," replied Lord Sad- 
ley» '* I was certain you had left it ; I 
*' knew of your diftrels in town, and 
^* conceived that you had abandoned 
«< England altogether with your After: 
<* and, as for Edmund, I did not even 
"rccollcdt his exiftcnce." — ^^ Permit 
«» me, my Lord," fatd Cowper, " to alk 
'* if you did not once fee Lady Sudiey 
« at an inn at Leicefter V* — " Never," 
replied he, " It is very ftrangc," faid 
Lady Sudiey, " I certainly faw you, my 
*• Lord. Were you not at an. inn 
« when——"—" I now remember it 
«' well i" faid he, " You muft have been 
^* the lady into whofe parlour I obtrud- * 
" cd i by the beft hope I can form, I 
<< fwear I did not know you ; and 1 left 
« the room in confequence of finding my 
" error by your confulion* I paiTed a 

" chaiie 
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^^ ch2Lift that was at the door, and got 
** into mf own carriage, which ftood in 
** the flrcc't. I had long given up every 
*« idea of your being in England. Since 
*' I have been aware of the dangerous 
^^ ftate I am in, I have thought of you 
^ day after day with the mod terrible 
** forebodings of puniflhment on your 
<« account ; and oh ! what would I not 
** have given a week ago to have forc- 
" feen this meeting !" — " I am now 
** fatisficd, my Lord/* faid Lady Sudley, 
" that you did not know me; pray com- 
•' pofc yourfelf^ and be aflured that the 
^* goodncfs of God will not end here." 
— " Oh 1 you are an angel,*' cried he, 
*f I wi(h I could think that it could be 
" extended to fo uncertain a repentance 
" as mine. Of what value can that re- 
** pentancc be that begins in fearf"— 
<* My Lord," faid Aubrey, *• after what 
^' you^have faid, and the conduft I have 

'' this 
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*• thia day witncffed, I havc^ no doubt 
«< chat yotir mind is trtily renewed ; and, 
<^ though a change of life and heart, on 
<* which die promiies of the gofpel de- 
'' pend, cannot be fuddenly afecrtained 
^< by many yet (6 great is the mercy of 
<< the Almighty, uniting with his omni^ 
<< fcience, that I fcruple not to pronounce 
** my opinion to be full of hope."— " In- 
<< deed, my dear friends,'^ faid Lord 
Sudley, with a deep dgh, ^^ I am fure 
<^ my mind is entirely turned and re- 
<* renewed s and, thoi^h I was firft 
^^ roufed by horror, my reflexion is now 
<< grown up into a fetded faith and con* 
<« verfion^*'* «« Then, my Lord," faid 

Aubrey, 

* Thefe words were Rochc]ler*ji to Bifhop Bar- 
'met. I wifli I had poom to interweave^ in the con- 
«Uifion of tUt i|oveU ^e death^bed f epenuikce of 
thit witty deba«jchee $ but this voloise being al- 
ready fwelled nach beyond the comonon bulk, I 

fiiall coment myfelf with referring my readers to it 

• 



AUBREY. 377 

Aubrey, " be afllircd that Death isJwaU . 
" lowed up in victory. ^* Aubrey, with 
the afliftance oF Cowper and Lady Sud* 
ley, continued fonfie tioie pouring into 
his ulcered heart the balm of religious 
confolation, till he was warned by the re- 
turn of his painsi which began to attack 
him at a certain txmt of the day^ to be 
removed to his bed^ and to take his opi- 
ates. They then left hiiti» with a promifc 
to continue at Sudley-Caftle all night % 
and Lady Sudley faid (he Ibould return 

to afiume her privilege of attending him 
as a nurle. 

It being known diac the party were to 

remain* at the C^le, dinner waes ferved 

in the eating^room of bis Lordfhip's 

apartments; atsd beds were prepared on 

the other fide af the houfe. The fer- 

in the Biihop't accoant^ ander the title of ^omt Pafm 

/ages 9/tht Lift and Death gf John, Earl of Rochef^ 

tfr; a bock ftrongly recommended by Dr. Johnfon. 

vants. 
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vanrs, having learned the difcovcry of 
EdtnundVtitlci were extremely affiduous 
in their attentions ro him and their lady, 
who were modeftly folicited to dired 
what was their pleafure. The convcr- 
fation of the party ran on the occur- 
rences unfolded by the event of the 
morning ; and the reft of the day was 
tindlured with wonder and gloom. They 
retired early to their refpeftivc cham- 
berSi and Lady Sudley fpent the night 
watching by her dying Lord. The nexc 
mornings with the affiftance of Mr. 
Spence» who returned to the Caftle about 
ten o'clock, he was agaia able to Gt up, 
and to talk with bis comforters. His 
heavy eyes dwelt on Edmund and Har- 
riet by turns^ and he frequently ejacu- 
lated i •* To part with them juft as I have 
*♦ found them !'* In the courfe of the 
forenoon he faid to Mr. Cowper, that 
there was a circumftance which hitherto, 
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among weightier concerns, had efcapcd 
his jmcmory : " You know too well,*' 
faid he, " the irreparable injury I did 
*' ycu by my proceedings at Oporto ; 
" but you have no idea of what chiefly 
'* inftigated me to that diabolical con* 
*^ duft : you do not know that it was 
*^becaufe you interrupted me in one of 
*^ tny early purfuits of vice. Do you 
** remember the battl,e you fought in a 
'V field leading to. Melford ?''— " Too 
" well/* faid Mr. Cowper. •* I was your 
*^ ancagofliftj'* concinucd Lord Sudley. 
^^ I recoHe^td you at Oporto, and at \ 
** the fame time perceived that I was 
<* not recognized* Enraged at being 
*^ robbed of a prize difcovered for me 
^* by one of my people, I refolvcd to be . 
<* revenged upon you, I had prcvioufly 
". planned your fitter's ruin i but, finding 
''that not prafticablc, 1 indulged my^ 
*' horrid paflion by completing yours. 

''Oh! 
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^^ Oh dreadful, dreadful ! and the man I 
*^' ruined forgives me ! There, therej Au- 
" brcy, is the triumph of chriftianity/^ 
Upon this, he continued for fome time 
commencing on the excellency oi the 
precepts of the gofpel, particulariy thofe 
of forgivenefs and the lov« of one's ene- 
mies; precepts which, while they feemed 
unnatural in the hetcTogenous compound 
of the human heart, were, on rcficxion* 
celeftial in their nature. He could not» 
however, fpeak long at oncci and he wa$ 
now earlier exhaufted than be had been 
the day before. After he was in bed, 
Mr. langford brought him his will, ..al- 
tered according to the inftru&ions he 
had received ; and it was regularly exe* 
cutcd In prefcncc of Mr. Langford^ 
Mr. Spcnce, and his Lordflbip's ftew- 
ard. He then took it into his own 
hand, and gave it to Lady Sudley^ who 
depofited it in his table drawer. He 

foon 
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fgon afrer took his opiates, and fell iato 
a fleep : he woke in the courfe of the 
night, and fpoke once or twice to Lady 
Sudley $ and once (he heard him praying 
de\roudy« About two in the mornii^ 
he died) without any convul(ion> or even 
a groan. 

Lord Sudlcy's life had excited abhor^ 
fence s but his^ death railed conspafllon. 
It cannot^ however, be' imagined that 
the forrow it created was either deep or 
durable in hearts unguided by any pre- 
vious attachment. It was deepeft'With 
Edmund, now L^rd Sudlev ; for both 
the life and death of his father left a 
ierious impreflion on his mind, and^ 
combining with the WQnderiul change of 
-his own loty produced a thoughtfulnefs 
which yielded only to time. JBdmund's 
-affairs being now of the firft importance 
to Mr. (^owper, he fent an expreis to 
Melford with letters to Mr. Grey and 

Cowfel, 
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Co wfdj informing them of the event that 
had taken plact, and rcquefting their ae- 
tention to his affairs at Edenbower tiQ 
he returned : nor could the Aubreys re- 
fufc the folicitation of the young Lord 
Sudley and his mother, to continue for 
the prefcnt at Sudley Caftle. The day 
after Lord Sudley 's death his will was 
read by Mr. Langford before the whole 
party, including Mr. Spcncc and the fcr- 
vants. It w^s not long : it briefly ac- 
knowledged Edmund as his heir, leaving 
him all his fortune, after the payment of 
the following bequcfts : to Harrier, thir- 
ty thoufand pounds ; to Mrs. Aubrey, 
an annuity of three hundred pounds for 
her life s to Mr. Cowper, two thoufand 
pounds, befides fmall le^cies to his ier- 
vants. To Lady Sodley, be appointed 
three thoufand pounds a year for her join- 
ture, and bequeathed her his coach md 
four, and three thoufand pounds for the 

pur- 
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purchafe of place and houfchold goods. 
Previous to the funeral, Arthur wrote aa 
account of all that had happened to his 
friend Senficive, not forgetting to men- 
tion the bequefts of the late Lord Sud- 
ley's will ; and at the fame tiine telling 
him that he fhould foon be in town to 
profit by Mr. Hamlinc's friendfliip in 
his voyage to St. Kict's. The funeral 
was deferred for a week ; and Mr. Lang- 
ford, at the rcqucft of Edmupd, wrote 
letters before it took place to his rela- 
tions. The interment was conduced 
with a fuitable tnagniftcence i and, when 
it was over, Edmund was congratulated 
by his friends on his acceflion co his title 
and fortune. ** You, my dear uncle,*' 
faid Edmund, <^ who taught me to co^«- 
<^ quer adverfity, muft teach me to bear 
*< profpcrity.'*— " I know one/' faid 
Mr. Cowper, looking at Emily, " Who 
** will be a more agreeable iftftruAor/' 

' Emilv 
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Emily coloured. ^* When Mifs Aubrey 

** undertakes .the taikj" continued hCf 

*^ I am confident you will .be an apt 

« fcholar*''— « Sir/Vfaid Emily, " the 

^< fituation of things is very much aU 

•* tered fincc we left Mariton. I have 

*^ a very fincere regard for your nephew, 

'< but I hope you will not take icamifs 

'^ that I beg Lord Sudley to conlider all 

'^ that pafled between him and me there 

«* as if it had never occurred.'*—*^ Hea- 

** vens ! Mifs Aubrey T* cried Lord 

Sudkyi ^^ what can you mean ? I would 

<^ rather «6gn the renKcnibraDce of 

*« every occurrence here, ^nd .wake, as 

*^< from a. dream joffplendeur, dian con^ 

^^.fent that a word ^r a look that you 

-'* beftowed upon me at Maricoa (bould 

••* be torn ffwn . my rmenwiry. What 

' •♦ will profpefity beto -me -if you ^nd 

^^ Arthvr .do. not, jagree to ihare it with 

" me ?"#»i^*r Tathe piind youjiow pot 

^ '' fefs 
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'* fcfs I ftlU adhere,'* replied Emily, 



'^ but, as I never entered into any cn- 
^^ gagements with Lord Sudlcy, it would 
<^ be unjuft to hold him bound by any 
^* that he made before he knew himfclu 
** If, fix months hence, 1 find him Ed- 
" mund, I will have no objedtion, in 
*' fpite of my want df fortune, to renew 
" my engagement; but till then I de- 
*^ clarc Lord Sudley as free as if he had 
*' never entered into any.** Aubrey, 
taking Lord Sudley by the hand, de- 
clared his approbation of Emily's deli- 
cacy^ ** f )r,*' faid he, " it is not over- 
'^ drained. I am confident Ihe believes 
•' your heart invariable, Edmund 5 and 
" your choice (hould be that of Lord 
" Sudley's/' Mr. Cowper concurring 5 
" Then," cried Edmund, ^* as Lord 
« Sudley, I vow my heart to be as con- 
•* ftant 4b her as ever it could have been 
'^ as Edmund's: but ihe is all that Ihe 
^* ought to be. And now, ni)p«j((^ 
VOL. IV* s <« Arthur^ 
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** Arthur,*' continued he, *' make mc 
** happy by propping all thoughts of the 
•• Weft Indies. I know my lifter loves 

« you " Poor Harriet was thunder- 

ftruck i her blood flew to her face, and 
her eyes were caft to the ground— 
•* Why," proceeded he, *^ fhould we 
^^ trifle with happinefs ? why not fpeak 
•* plainly in this circle of friends fo dear 
•♦ to, one another? Harriet's fortune is 
" thirty thoufand pounds s to be equal 
*^ with her accept thirty thoufand more 
^^ from me, and let us determine all to 
" behappy.'*' 

Here Lord Sud(py was interrupted by 
one of his fervants, who told him that a 
gentleman at the gate had got off his 
horfe^ and was coming in. ^^ Did he 
** tell you his name ?" faid Lord Sudley. 
** No, my Lord," faid the fervant, " I 
"was not near him, but I faw him alight, 
** and walk through the yard." — •« Per- 
" hap%" faid Mr, Cowpcr, ** your'dif. 

appointed 
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'^ appointed relation, to afcertain your 
** lirle.**— " At all events, (how him in," 
laid Lord Sudlcy. He had fcarccly 
fpoken when the door opened, and 
Charles Senutive, with his placid foiile 
and gentle air, came forward, and going 
up to Lord Sudley, took him by the 
hand and faid ; " My Lord, I have not 
*' time to congratulate you, but come 
''join with me and congratulate our 
•* friend Aubrey* Aubrey,*' continued 
he, putting a large parchment into his 
hand, " here, take it, my dear friend, 
** and God blefs you with it i Aubrey-* 
•* Hall is your own again/'— ^' Moro 
<• wonders P' cried Arthur, The. afto- 
nilhed party gazed at Aubrey as he 
rapidly caft his eye here and there over 
the writing. '• My uncle's will V* cried 
** he, what can this mean ?" — ** I'll tell 
** you," faid Senfitivc, " and fave you 
" fome time: Yotir coufin, Mr, Arthur 
«* Aubrey, and your old honcft folicitpr^ 

s 2 " Mr. 
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♦* Mr, Lamb> arc two rafcals. Lamb, 
•* bribed highly by your coufin to dc- 
<* ftroy this will, fwocc to him he did, 
but kept it as the feconder of occa- 
(ional motions for fupplies from the 
♦* pockets of the villain, . They lately 
" quarrelled, and Lamb, before a friend 
^ of mine, threw out a threat that im- 
'* plied the exiftcnce of fuch an inftru* 
•' ment. On hearing ir, I determined 
^' without lofs of rime to make an 
«* attempt to recover ir. I went to 
V Chelmsford, and took him unzw^resm 
" I told him that his villainy was dif- 
*^ covered by a pcrfon who had heard 
^ him and Kis confederate quarrelling; 
" and that it was in his ppwer to favc 
" his own life by depofieing the will im- 
** mediately in my hand. The colour 
*< had forfakcn his cheek the moment I 
** meniioned a difcovery, but he was not 
'* fo eaftly tricked 5 .and while his teeth 
^ chattered with fudden terror, he afked 

" what 
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^' what I meant by fuch a charge. Still 
*^ he was civil, faid he was taken ill, 
** begged I would excufe him a few 
** minutes, and went out leaving me in 
^* his office, Cafting my eyes on two 
** tin boxes on which the name of Au- 
*' brey was painted in large letters, I 
" fcizcd them without hefitation, and ran 
<^ ofF with them as faft as 1 could to a 
*^ friend's houfe. I had not patience to 
" wait J in prefcnce of my friend I broke 
«* open the boxes, and, to my unfpeaka- 
«* ble joy found the will that made you 
"heir to Aubrey- Hall regularly exc- 
** cured. There it is, and God Almighty 
" blefs you with it/' 

It is unneceflary to dwell upon the 
feelings and cxprcflions that were the re- 
fult of this condud of Scnfitivc^si Au- 
brey, Cowper, the whole party in (hort 
were in raptures with him. Mr, Cow- 
per with great delight told him that he 
bad faved him three thoufand pounds 

more 
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more, than he bad allowed himfelf to 
hopc^ fo that he would have a large fur** 
plus, amounting to at lead nine thoufand 
pounds, " Nine thoufand pounds!" 
cried Aubrey, looking at Arthurina, ♦* I 
*' hope he ^i)l find a wife with mote 
«< th^n double that Aim." Senfitive un- 
derftood him, and prefled his hand. 
Sudlcy- Caftle, in fpite of the meUncholy 
air caft over it by the mourning occa* 
fioned by the late awful events aflfumed 
a fpirit of joy which the good fenfe of 
chofe who felt it manifefted wirh rhac 
decency and delicacy counter feelings 
required* In the autumn Lord Sudley 
led Emily to the aitar« and at the fame 
time Harriet gave h^r hand to Arthur. 
Senficive and Arthgrina made a third 
couple ; and Aubrey promifed Arthur- 
Willic^m that in or\c year more he (li<iuld 
lock or a miftrciift among the mufcs 
at Cambridge* 

THE end; 
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